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¥ Thank Thee, Lord 


I thank Thee, Lord, for a Friend who knows 
My deepest fears, my blackest woes. 


’Tis hard when Life’s skies are clouded with pain 
To speak of sunshine, instead of rain. 


Tis hard when you’re aching to whimper and cry 
To smile on the world as it hurries by. 


For pain and fear are deadly foes; 
I sometimes falter—as Someone knows. 


And it helps to feel there’s a Friend to care, 
That I’m carrying a cross that is heavy to bear. 


For He, who has suffered, can understand, 
And I thank Thee, Lord, for His steadying hand. 


Chink Ht Over 


By Peter A. Lea 


I go with light heart and swinging step 
Into another day, 

With sound mind, trust, and a bit of pop, 
I’ll keep the right of way— 


I have not long known heartease and peace 
By day or night, 
Trouble, toil and stress, those hard to please— 
I knew them all by sight. 


But lately, I’ve found a brand-new thing, 
To me at least, 

Let us speak it for remembering, 
In famine or in feast: 


There is One Power that ‘‘turns and over-turns’’ 
Till right prevails— 


High hearts, firm steps, and faith that burns and burns; 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. Life never fails! 
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NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL BUILDING OF 
EMMANUEL’S, HAZLETON, PA. 


Dr. S. E. Stoffiett, pastor 


Formal ground-breaking exercises were 
conducted on Mar. 25 for the new Sunday 


School addition of Emmanuel Church, 
Hazleton, Pa., Rev. Dr. S. E. Stofflett, 
pastor, which will replace the present 


qua:ters. Following the devotional exer- 
cises. the first shovel of dirt was turned 
by James A. Sechler, chairman of the 
building committee, and he was followed 
by 8S. S. Supt. J. Lloyd Snyder, members 
of the building committee, the pastor, 
members of the consistory, presidents and 


representatives of the various organiza- 
tions of the Church, 5 charter members of 
the congregation, who aided in building 
the Church 40 years ago, and 6 members 
“in general. 

The new 38-floor building will be con- 
structed of North Carolina granite and 


trimmed with Indiana limestone. The first 


floor will comprise a large social and recre- - 


ational hall, and fully equipped kitchen. 
The second, or street floor, will contain a 
Church and School office, rooms for the 
Kindergarten and Beginners’ Departments, 
assembly room and separate class rooms 
for adults. The third floor will house the 
Junior, Intermediate and Senior Young 


New Sunday School 
Building of 
Emmanuel’s 

Reformed Church 


This structure will re- 
place the present Sun- 
day School quarters. The 
picture does not show 
the present Church au- 
ditorium which will re- 
main as it is, the Sun- 
day School rooms as pic- 
tured to be added to the 
eastern side of the Church 


proper, 


People’s Departments, 
will have its own assembly room, and 
wardrobes, drinking fountains, black- 
boards, bulletin boards, and other equip- 
ment are available for each class. Ade- 
quate provision has been made for the 
fu: ther development of the Daily Vacation 
Bible School and Week-Day Instruction. 

The completion of this building will 
mark an epoch in the -history of the 
Church, and the pastor and his people are 
te be congratulated on their decision to 
erect this beautiful building for the de- 
velopment of Christian education in the 
community. They are doing a great work, 
which will tell for time and eternity. 


Each department 


Worship As Fellowship 


When we relate worship with fellowship 
we deal with the very heart of man’s re- 
lationship with God. We need only ponder 
over the meaning of fellowship in order 
to appreciate the fact that here we find 
ourselves in the innermost sanctuary of 
divine realities. Fellowship means more 
than communion or meditation. When we 
fellowship with kindred souls we impart 
life, we share experiences with one an- 
other. We have enjoyed a book and 
straightway we give the book to a boon 
companion. Likewise we share our gifts, 
our successes and failures, yea, all that we 
possess. 

It is thru impartation of life that we 
discover God. Someone has said, ‘‘T plant 
seeds in my neighbor’s fields in order that 
I may keep God alive.’’? This is a keen 
observation of the law of fellowship be- 
tween God. and man. Thus we may infer 
that the God of love can only reveal Him- 


Charles Peters, Ph. D. 


depravity. Now, if we assume that the 
universe is the football of merely mechani- 
cal forces then, indeed, a life of fellowship 
and devotion to God is impossible. But 
if we take into consideration all the mani- 
festations of love and devotion of the 
inner life we must forthwith conclude that 
fellowship with a God of love is not only 
greatly to be desired, but is, at the same 
time, a vital experience with all men of 
goodwill. 

Anyone who has had kindness shown him 
perehance by a complete stranger knows 
very well how almost spontaneously a 
kindly attitude toward the whole universe 
is aroused in him because of this act of 
goodwill. At such times it appears as 
though unutterable beauty inheres in life 
and in practically everything around us. 
In other words, God is constantly endeavor- 
ing to reveal Himself thru beauty, good- 
ness and high ideals, but too often our 


a passive or receptive attitude. We be- 
lieve that our human nature is so consti- 
tuted that we can rarely be in an attitude 
of highest appreciation unless we express 
ourselves in terms of affection and good- 
will in, and thru, all the relationships of 
life. This has been ably set forth in Tol- 
stoi’s classie allegory entitled, ‘‘ Where 
Love Is, There God Is Also.’’ Here the 
dejected and melancholy cobbler, who has 
suffered the grievous loss of a devoted wife 
and an affectionate and only son, was 
aroused from his cynical state of mind by — 
the words and character of a friend who’ 
told him to read the story of the life of — 
Christ. He did as he was requested to do. 
One day, according to the story, while he 
was meditating over the rude treatment 
that his Lord received when he was the — 
guest of Simon, the Pharisee, he had a 
dream that on the morrow Christ was com- — 


ing to his own home to be his guest. When 
he awoke from his stupor he could not rid © 

himself of the thought that Christ might 
come. Consequently, he looked often thru 
the little window of his cellar which was 
at the same time his home and his shop. — 
He now noticed for the first time the un- be 
happy condition of many passersby. His” fli. 


senses are too dull to behold Him and our 
hearts are stifled by selfish interests and 
distorted mental images and therefore un- 
able to receive Him. But whenever the 
beatific presence inundates our souls with 
goodness and truth and we in return dedi- 
cate all that we have to His blessed ser- 


self to those who perform deeds of loving 
kindness as an expression of their true 
inner nature. This consciousness of divine 
love in the lives of others and in the world 
around us we rightly call worship. 

1. Worship As Awareness of God Thru 
Fellowship. It is impossible ‘‘to see life 


steadily aid see it whole’? without main- 
taining some basic assumptions concerning 
the nature of the universe and the nature 
of God. We all have our periods of doubts 
and shadows due largely to our short- 
sightedness and the hauntings of human 


vice and praise, this is, in a very real 
sense, an experience of worship thru fel- 
lowship. } 

We must not conclude, however, that 
this awareness of the presence of God is 
experienced only because we are merely in 


heart constrained him to invite the old 
soldier obliged to clean the street bei 
bereft of house and goods, to share a eu 
of hot tea with him. The half-starve; 
frozen peasant woman and her child 


(Continued on page 18) 
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EDITORIAL 


READING PHILOSOPHY 


(A friendly word of counsel from one of our ministers 
who 1s “over 90 years young.) 

Reading the “story” of the lives and opinions of certain 
philosophers is somewhat unsatisfactory and more or less 
distressing, and it should not be done save by those well 
founded in the faith, who sincerely desire to learn what 
their teachings really are. According to its etymology, the 
term philosophy signifies “the love and pursuit of wisdom.” 
This implies the adjusting of ourselves to the higher and 
better conditions, aims and ends of life, and the struggle 
to fit ourselves for the activities of the future and heavenly 
life. 

A few of the philosophers included in this “story” al- 
lege there is no eternal God; that Jesus the Christ, while 
being a most exemplary person and a superior teacher of 
morals, was nothing more than a good man; and that the 
Scriptures are nothing save a collection of fables. They 
deny there is a future personal life and assert that the 
Christianity which the Church proclaims, and which has 
been and continues to be the only comfort of countless 
millions, is no better than any other of the numerous 
systems of religion established by their different founders. 

The Scriptures declare that those who say there is no 
God are fools. This seems like a most harsh term when 
applied to the infidel; but a fool is one lacking in under- 
standing, who, consequently, is in constant danger of deny- 
ing and rejecting what is regarded as truth, and of ac- 
cepting and proclaiming what is generally recognized as 
false and misleading. The “foolishness” .of the infidel is 
all the greater in an age and among nations enjoying 
the civilization and enlightenment of the present genera- 
tion; and, consequently, his thinking and character are 
very abnormal and fearfully perverted. 

The day is rapidly coming, and for him it is not far 
distant, when the infidel shall discover that he was and 
is greatly and fearfully mistaken as to his thinking and 
teaching; that after all there is an eternal and almighty 
Overlord, that the Scriptures are the Word of the living 
God, that the soul is deathless, that there is an immortal- 
ity of weal or woe, and that his future life and condition 
shall be in perfect and endless harmony with his present 
beliefs, teaching and character. 

Why has this been written for publication in our good 
MeEssENGER? For the purpose of cautioning and warn- 
ing the young and susceptible to abstain from reading the 
noisome stuff that is printed in certain newspapers and 


books. There are aplenty of good and helpful books pub- 
lished which are worthy of being read and studied, and 
which will be very useful to all who earnestly desire and 
struggle to secure and enjoy a better and happier man- 
hood and womanhood. “Reading,” it has been said, 
“maketh a full man.” But this depends upon what and 
how one reads, and how he uses what he learns by reading. 
Those who shall read our MrssENGER may learn what is 
instructive and beneficial; and they should therefore not 
neglect to read it carefully and constantly. —U. H. H. 


* * * 


. “PACKING HIS TRUNK” 


One afternoon the Prophet called on his Elderly Prophet 
Friend, and together discussed certain things for the up- 
lift of the community, and when they had agreed that this 
thing of community uplift was a hard and thankless job 
accompanied by many bouquets of verbal brickbats, the 
prophet said, “Hast thou read the latest scroll which con- 
cerneth the uplifting of a community on the other side 
of this world?” And he said, “No. I have not. I am 
too busy packing my trunk.” And the Prophet said, “Thou 
mindest then to go on a journey.’’ And he said, “Yes.” 
And the Prophet enquired when he expected to go on his 
journey. And he said, “I know not the day or the hour, 
but I am packing my trunk.” And the Prophet said, “Thou 
art preparing then for an emergency call.” And he said, 
“No I am preparing for a certainty call,’ and he spake 
further and said, “I am entering the last half of my fourth- 
score of years, and when this time cometh, there are many 
things a man must needs learn to pack in his trunk, and 
many things to cart into Gehenna, and many things to 
bestow on others, and as the time is short he hath much to 
do, and hath not time to spend on books which cannot be 
packed in his trunk as useful and necessary articles. So 
I am packing my trunk with things which pertain to faith, 
to God, to the eternal verities of life, and therefore I have 
no room for that which pertaineth much to the gross and 
sensual, the base and inhuman. I have learned of all these 
thines in the past and have labored long in doing my little, 


negligible part in trying to make this a better world. You, 


my friend, must yet needs acquaint thyself with the nature 
of the open sores and sewers of humanity, that thou mayest 
deal wisely and well with them, but I am now packing 
my trunk with the beautiful things I have met in this 
world. and the beautiful things I shall need in the next 
world.” 


a4) 


And the Prophet perceived that he spake of packing his 
Spiritual Trunk, and he said, “Why takest thou so gloomy 
a look forward?” 


And he said, “Thou are much mistaken. The most 
happy and enjoyable experience in life is the packing of 


one’s spiritual trunk for his journey to God.” 

And as the Prophet took the eight wheel electric chariot 
for his home, he meditated upon these words of wisdom 
and thought of how many he knew who were packing 
their “spiritual trunk,” and he found the number was not 
a multitude, albeit they knew of that “certainty journey.” 

—Now AND THEN. 
che Dh 


BUILDERS 


I am looking out of a window on the ninth floor of the 
Schaff Building. One square to the Northeast, is raising 
the steel framework of the new Hahnemann Hospital. 
It has reached the height of thirteen stories and other 
stories seem to be in the outline. Except for the rattle 
of the electric driver, pounding into place red hot bolts, 
there is very little noise or confusion, I can see six men 
doing team work. On the eighth floor, very near the outer 
edge, stands a man who is passing a lot of long, narrow 
boards up to a man on the floor above him, who in turn 
swings the board up to a third man on the tenth floor. 
Thus the rapid transfer is made until board after board, 
in quick succession, reaches the man on the thirteenth floor, 
who quickly tosses the board aside and reaches out for 
the one waiting for his hand-grasp. What a splendid ex- 
ample of team work! Isn’t that, after all, what is sorely 
needed in the Christian Church? Team work that will 
bring worthwhile results in the large family of denomina- 
tions, who are now making gestures of co-operation and 
fellowship, but who seem to be failing in attaining unto 
ends that tell of real work done and substantial building 
effected. Teamwork is the congregation! What won- 
derful results in deepening the spiritual life of the con- 
gregation, when all the members, each and every one in 
his own place, stand ready to lift and toil for the strength- 
ening of the congregational life and for the souls that 
must be won for Christ! The percentage of members, in 
most congregations, who are active in service and wor- 
ship, is very small. The trouble is—there are too many 
souls at ease in the Lord’s vineyard, sitting and eating 
grapes; unwilling to aid in cultivating the vineyard. 

A square or two north of the hospital stands a tall 
chimney or smoke stack. It is being raised to a new height. 
It is possibly 150 feet high. Way up near the top are 
two men, builders. They seem to be standing on a swing- 
ing platform. On the opposite side is a crane that lifts 
the brick and mortar to these two men. How the platform 
and crane are made secure, I cannot see. But they are; 
up at that dizzy height, laying brick upon brick; brick and 
mortar plus builders, and the tall chimney is growing 
taller while the work seems to be tedious and slow. Surely 
these must be men of steady nerve and clear vision. Only 
such men would dare to stand where they stand and 
build where they are building. The world and the Church 
are calling today, as never before, for men of steady nerve 
and clear vision. Men who will be not only willing but 
above all able to stand, aye, climb fo the high places in the 
Church and the world and do the work that the great 
masses are unable or unwilling to do. Dr. Babcock’s 
challenge is the challenge the Church of Jesus Christ must 
make to every professed follower of the Christ: 

“Be strong! We are not here to play, to dream, to drift, 
We have hard work to do and loads to lift; 
Shun not the struggle, face it, tis God’s gift.” 


—A. M. S. 


* ** * 
THE GREAT DECISION 


Primarily, the great decision which young people and 
all of us are called upon to make is a matter not of choos- 
ing a particular occupation or profession, but of deter- 
mining essentially what kind of person we are going to 
be; it is a question not so much of what we hope to ac- 
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complish in the world as it is of what we choose to be 
the guiding principles and fundamental purposes of our 
thought, feeling and conduct. \Vhat shall we do with 
life—this great gift of being, which the life-forces of the 
ages have been enriching so marvelously and which God 
has so wonderfully endowed with divine capacity? This 
is the most searching decision we are called upon to 
make. —W. F. K. 


bo ok * 
RELIGION, POLITICS AND BUSINESS 


“T like preachers who have enough sense to keep their 
religion out of politics and business; but unhappily there 
are not many preachers of that sort in this age when 
everybody seems to prefer meddling in the affairs’ of 
others.” This is a statement reported anonymously in a 
Western paper, but attributed to a “prominent official.” 
There is no suggestion that it was one of the officials re- 
cently indicted for malfeasance in office, so we prefer to 
believe it was merely a man who had writhed under the 
verbal lashings of some clerical critic. Whoever he was, 
he undoubtedly expressed the feelings of a considerable 
number who are convinced that the minister of the Gospel 
who dares to voice his advocacy of some particular party, 
some specific piece of legislation or some definite political 
theory as to how acknowledged evils may be remedied, is 
going beyond his province as a religious leader and inter- 
preter. Such a man is getting too “personal,” and it 
were better if he would steer clear of such disputed topics 
and tell his hearers about the glories of heaven rather 
than the duties of earth. 

It is in answer to this theory that the Rev. Dr. S. E. 
Sweet, rector of St. Paul’s P. E. Church, Columbus, O., 
declares that “the man who does not bring his religion 
into his politics and his business has no religion worth 
the name.” Indeed, he does not hesitate to declare that 
“the supreme heresy of our time is this false doctrine 
that religion should be kept out of politics and business.” 
Where, indeed, is religion more needed, he asks. “With 
oil scandals and crooked manipulations of elections, with 
brazen lawlessness on the part of people of great wealth 
and social prestige, with drinking parties that result in acci- 
dents and deaths, atid supine officials false to their oaths, 
shall we keep religion out of politics? With the coal 
situation and unemployment and excess profits and Tea- 
pot Dome, with big men who call themselves Christians. 
bribing the government and taking unfair advantage of 
the public and of their employees, shall we keep religion 
out of business?” 

Since repeated surveys have shown how much of our 
criminality is due to the collusion between corrupt poli- 
tics and crooked business, is not Dr. Sweet justified in 
claiming that there has been a disposition to misunder- 
stand and overwork the words of Jesus, “Render unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and unto God the 
things that are God’s.” This is a command to be faith- 
ful both to civic and religious duties. As Christians, we 
are to be concerned both for the good of the Kingdom 
of God and the good of the government of our country. 
The two are not contradictory, but complementary. We 
may not agree with this rector in calling it the “supreme 
heresy” of our time to proclaim that “religion should be 
kept out of politics and business,’ but many of us can- 
not help feeling that a “simple gospel’? which is innocu- 
ous and has no part in promoting social and industrial 
justice is too simple to be of any use. 

It may be worth while also to remember that if Jesus 
in His life and teachings had not related His message to. 
the politics and business of His age, attacking unflinch- 
ingly and courageously the leaders of Church and State, 
He might perchance have lived to an advanced age and 
died as an old, decrepit man in His bed. But because 
He proclaimed a full-orbed Gospel and told the truth about 
wickedness in high places and the hypocrisy of those in 
charge of the vested interests of His time, He was de 
nounced as a dangerous revolutionary, a traitor and 
menace to society, and it was declared that He had a 
Nor should we forget that they nailed Him to a Cross. 
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PLACING THE RESPONSIBILITY 


In seeking to assess the responsibility for the lament- 
able “crime wave” in our land, it is not often that public 
officials speak more truthfully and courageously than the 
Mayor of Philadelphia, Hon. Harry A. Mackey, spoke the 
other day at the luncheon of a large Women’s Club at 
the Bellevue-Stratford hotel. The MrssENGER ‘has fre- 
quently remarked that it would be comparatively easy to 
solve the grave problem of lawlessness in America if the 
people of wealth and influence and social prestige would 
set the proper example of obedience to law. Unfortun- 
ately, some public officials are among the worst citizens 
we have, in that they not only violate the law themselves 
but incite others to do it by their attitude of hostility or 
indifference to statutes which do not happen to appeal to 
them. Mayor Mackey does not hesitate to place the respon- 
sibility for much of our current lawlessness squarely upon 
the shoulders of the so-called “respectable” citizens who 
patronize the bootlegger. 

“The problem attacked by our leading judges and dis- 
trict attorneys at the recent two day conference on crime 
points to a very simple solution,” says the Mayor. “TJ say 
that it is the respectable citizen who patronizes the boot- 
degger and thus engenders a disrespect in the mind of our 
youth for the laws of the country, who is directly respon- 
sible for the wave of crime. I am in office to enforce the 
liquor law, and to see that my police do the same, but 
how can we have adequate enforcement when the so-called 
respectable men, whom I meet at all times and places, con- 
tinue to discuss openly the merits of their respective boot- 
leggers?”’ The mayor was greeted with hearty applause 
as he challenged the women’s organizations in the city to 
support the officials in City Hall so that they may accom- 
plish the big things expected of them. 

Who can doubt that our public officials need this moral 
support, and that in many cases today they are not re- 
ceiving it? The “scofflaws” who in a thousand ways are 
sneering at the law of the land will, indeed, have much 
to answer for, and the higher they come the harder they 
will fall. It is a comfort to many of us in Philadelphia 
that the Mayor, who has never before been recognized 
as a friend of Prohibition, not only seems determined 
to do his duty as a citizen and official but also dares to 
place the responsibility of the low state of public opinion 
and the wide-spread violation of law in so many quarters 
exactly where it belongs. 

Mayor Mackey was the manager of Wm. S. Vare in 
his campaign for the U. S. Senate on a “wringing wet” 
platform, and his law firm has appeared in the past to be 
a place of refuge for liquor violators in trouble, but the 
Mayor now reveals that he is “dry” in practice as well 
as theory, that he was born and bred a Prohibitionist and 
wants Prohibition to succeed. He had a father.and mother 
opposed to liquor, and proposes to follow in their foot- 
steps. However, he claims to have had 13,000 speak-easies 
left on the doorstep of his administration by his predeces- 
sor, and he needs time and patience to do a satisfactory 
job. The courts are clogged with liquor cases, he adds, 
and convictions are hard to obtain. Some of the police, 
with their small pay of $5 a day, have become venal; but 
he thinks only about 1% are grafters, and that the other 
99% of Philadelphia’s 4,500 policemen are honest and “will 
stand up under temptation.” It will be a part of the 
Mayor’s task to unmask hypocrites in high places and no 
part of his broadside is more impressive than his indict- 
ment of the Judges of our courts, some of whom, he says, 
“drink in their private and social lives, and then go to 
the bench and put up a pretence at judging the guilt of 
some old woman who has been caught with a pint in her 
kitchen.” ; 

Well, it is refreshing to have such straight talk from 
our Mayor. That, together with the explosion in Chicago 
which bids fair to put the ludicrous but dangerous Mayor 
of that city on the toboggan slide, helps to give us more 
hope for the future of our municipal governments in 


America. 
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THE PROBLEM OF PERSONAL IMMORTALITY 


On Easter Day that great newspaper, The New York 
Times, contained a remarkable Symposium to which re- 
ligious leaders, scientists and educators contributed re- 
plies to the question, “7s There Life After Death? What 
Do You Believe About Personal Immortality?” In this 
answer to one of mankind’s greatest riddles Catholics, 
Jews and atheists, as well as Protestants, shared. The 
Times notes that all the religious leaders, whether holding 
beliefs that have remained unchanged throughout the cen- 
turies, or more modern views which agree with concep- 
tions of a changing world, unanimously agree that ‘death 
does not end all.” 


True,.there are a few more or less influential men who 
sound the note of doubt and despair. Prof. John Dewey 
declares that he has “no beliefs” on the subject of personal 
immortality, and Clarence Darrow, the Chicago lawyer, 
does not believe that a single fact or reason to support the 
belief in personal immortality has ever been produced, and 
therefore concludes, “I am satisfied that as I had a be- 
ginning I shall have an end and that end is death.” But 
these minor notes are few and far between. Certainly 
one of the most illuminating contributions to this Symposium 
is that of the eminent physicist of the California Institute 
of Technology, Dr. Robert Andrews Millikan, which is 
printed in full in another column. Of special interest 
and value also is the spiritual insight and nobility of senti- 
ment in the editorial comment on this Symposium, made 
in The Times of April 9, which we are pleased to pass 
on for the benefit of our readers. It is as follows: 

““At best,’ says Dr. Millikan, who has been groping 
high in the skies and deep in mountain lakes in search of 
the source and nature of the rays which come out of the 
cosmos, we are ‘only gropers. But one reading his brief 
article on immortality in yesterday’s Times must feel that 
the human race is, after all, feeling its way forward and 
that science has made at least these two contributions to 
religion: first, that through its discoveries man has come 
to know a God who works not by caprice or whim but 
through law; and, second, that the universe is ‘a changing, 
living, growing thing,’ even though the beginning and end 
are incomprehensible. And yet it might be added that 
the cosmic rays of Dr. Millikan’s discovery are as a ‘kindly 
light’ that leads on our growing steps, and that toward a 
more august and spacious conception of the preparation 
of a world for human existence and of the destiny of 
mankind. These rays come not from the sun, but from 
the universe, and so reveal a wider and more potent provi- 
dence than religion without the aid of science could have 
assumed for its cosmogony. . 

“To be sure, science has as yet nothing to offer as to 
what becomes of the individual after death; on the other 
hand, it has subtracted nothing from the hopes of human- 
ity as to immortality. But this problem, though outside 
the field of science at present, need not ‘necessarily remain 
so.’ Yet even if science can give now no certain word of 
assurance as to the fate of the individual it does not pre- 
clude the hope and the faith which seize upon the distant 
scene, and it does lead on to a race salvation, through 
obedience to the laws of its progressive discovery, in a 
dynamic universe. And in that universe the laws of the 
human mind make an all but universal demand which 
only a personal immortality will satisfy. Man has, as Dr. 
Fosdick added in his contribution to this impressive Sym- 
posium of hope and doubt, tirelessly tried to prove what 
he could not help believing, from his first ‘groping en- 
deavors’ to find meaning in life till the still groping pre- 
sent; for ‘cithout it hwman life is ultimately shadowed 
and undone, with a sense of unutterable irrationality and 
futility? 

' “Science takes her sympathetic place beside religion, 
saying, ‘We are not as those without hope,’ and holds her 
flame against the darkness which in its receding a thous- 
and million years has still not reached the beginning and 
which though shutting from sight the next day or hour 
holds still the promise of eternity, with the hope of im- 
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mortality of those who continue to toward the 


light.” 


grope 


THE PARABLE OF THE KNICKERS 
I was in the land of Egypt, and I rode out to view the 


Pyramids. And we rode in Motor Cars, which would 
have surprised my friend Cheops. But when we came 
unto the Mena House, then we stopped.and mounted 
Camels. And in our Party were threescore folk of mine 
own Country, whereof twoscore were women. And when 
it came to the mounting of the Camels, they mounted. 
And the Camel riseth first upon his Hind Legs. and 
throweth the rider forward, and then riseth upon his Fore- 
legs and throweth the rider back, then starteth with both 
his Starboard Legs moving at once, and then putteth his 
helm hard-a-port and swingeth both Legs on that side. 
And, take it from me, these women had other things to 


But when they beheld each other, then did they laugh, 
and they said one to another, Thou art in the same case. 


And as for the men, they also were riding Camels, and 
had troubles enough of their own. 


But one woman had said within her heart, It shall not 
be so with me, for I will wear Knickers, and be Proper. 

And all the other women looked at her, and said, Mean 
old thing! She knew the residue of us had no Knickers 
with us, and she seeketh to reproach us. 


Wherefore she who took thought that she would ap- 
pear to be modest was the only one who attracted Any 
Attention. And if the other women did not call her Im- 
modest, they called her worse. 


Now I beheld all these things, and I said, It is not by 
taking thought how she may seem more modest than 
others that she addeth a cubit to the covering of her hose. 
For it may be that the Most Modest way is to face a 
situation fairly, and do the sensible and usual thing, rather 
than seek to advertise one’s superiority to others. For 
True Modesty needeth no Label, and no Proclamation of 
its own Merit. 


And after all, there be very few women who look well 


think about besides their stockings. 


in Knickers. 


Jesus of Nazareth and the Christ of God 


PRESIDENT GEORGE W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., Lancaster, Pa., Theological Seminary of the Reformed Church m 


I 
Time—Place—People 


Jesus was next to the last of the found- 
ers of the living religion. Mohammed 
came six hundred years after Him. Con- 
fucius, Buddha, and Zoroaster preceded 
Him by six hundred years, and Moses by 
twelve hundred years. Like all the found- 
ers He was an Asiatic; He was born and 
reared, He worked and died, in Palestine. 
Like Moses and Mohammed He was of the 
Semitic race; Buddha and Zoroaster were 
Aryans, and Confucius was a Turanian of 
Chinese stock. By blood Jesus was a Jew, 
‘‘who was born of the seed of David.’’ 

Back of Him there was a tribal and 
national history of two thousand years. 
Among His people from earliest times there 
were patriarchs, Jlawgivers, prophets, 
psalmists, and sages. Families grew into 
clans and clans were consolidated into a 
nation, and the nation developed its own 
distinctive genius and came to have a sense 
of a distinctive mission among the nations 
of the world. 

The literature of the Israelites and the 
Jews is considered to be sacred, presumed 
to contain the word and will of God to His 
people. Like the literature of the other 
nations of that time, it contains the vari- 
ous literary forms by which truth is re- 
corded and conveyed from generation to 
generation—history, story, poetry, psalm- 
ody, proverb, prophecy, laws, biography. 
But that which is common to these diverse 
literary productions of the Jews is the 
evident purpose of the writers to show the 
people how Jehovah, their God, was their 
ereator, protector, provider, guide, com- 
forter, and judge. Jesus was the heir of 
the religious ideas preserved in thirty-nine 
books commonly known as the Old Testa- 
ment. 


Back of Jesus there was, also, a long 
period of history of the Gentile nations— 
the Egyptians, Babylonians, Assyrians, 
Persians, Syrians, Greeks, Romans. Each 
of these had a civilization of its own 
and, at one-time or another, lorded it over 
the other nations; each was to a greater 
or less extent a world empire. Some of 
these nations belonged to the distant past; 
flourished, declined and died centuries be- 
fore Christ came. The dominant power at 


the U.S. 


His birth was Rome; the Jews were sub- 
ject to the Romans and paid tribute to 
them, The spirit and power of the Caesars 
throb in the majestic and yet simple state- 
ment of Luke: ‘‘Now it came to pass in 
those days, there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus, that all the world should 
be enrolled.’’? Great as Rome was at the 
time, it was entering upon its decline when 
the peasant family of Nazareth journeyed 
toward Bethlehem in obedience to the de- 
cree of a Roman emperor. 

Both Jew and Gentile had about reached 
the end of an age. Ancient civilizations 
had spent their force. The twilight was 
settling upon the lands of the Nile, the 
Tigris, the Mediterranean and the Jordan, 
The dawn of a new age was breaking over 
eastern hills,—breaking from an unexpect- 
ed source in an unexpected way. Yet, 
while the old was passing, its values were 
not to be lost, but to be taken up and con- 
served in the new age. The harbinger of 
a coming world said: ‘‘I came not to de- 
stroy, but to fulfil’? The dividing line 
hetween the old and the new in the history 
of humanity is the life of Jesus of Naza- 
reth. 


ca 


II 
Jesus of Nazareth 


In considering the life and work of the 
founders of religion, we must distinguish, 
in each instance, between the historical 
person and the interpretation of the person 
and his work by his followers. We shall 
consider Jesus .from two points of view: 
as the Man of Nazareth and as the Christ 
of God. 


Through the Christian centuries men 
have denied that Jesus ever lived. They 
have tried to prove that He is a creation 
of a religious group of men and women 
who have put their ideals in the form of 
the gospel story as we have it in the New 
Testament. When I was a student in the 
University of Berlin in 1899, Professor 
Harnack lectured, from seven to eight 
o’clock in the morning, to students of all 
the faculties, about five hundred in number, 
on the historicity of Jesus. He delivered 
the course in reply to a book by a preacher 
of Bremen, Germany, named Kalthof, who 
tried to prove that Jesus never lived. Pro- 


fessor Harnack, a master of historical sci- 


ence, showed conclusively that we have 
as much proof in ancient documents that 
Jesus lived as we have for the life of 
Alexander the Great, Socrates, or Plato. I 
wish to emphasize this fact because at the 
present time men seek to cast doubt upon 
the historicity of Jesus—something which 
no trust-worthy historian, whether he is a 
Christian or not, will venture to do if he 
has any regard for his reputation as a 
trust-worthy historian. 


In the oldest of the four gospels, Mark 
introduces Jesus to the reader (1:9) as 
“‘Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee.’’? He 
came from the privacy of a citizen of an 
obscure town to be baptized by John. 
Mark, also tells us that His mother, broth- 
ers and sisters came to call Jesus away 
from the crowd among whom He was busy 
teaching and healing. The members of His 
family suspected that He was ‘‘beside 
himself.’? When He returned to Nazareth, 
after He had won fame through His 
preaching, they said: ‘‘Is not this the car- 
penter, the son of Mary, and brother of 
James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? 
and are not His sisters here with us?’’ 
In Luke we are told the people of Nazareth 
said: ‘‘Is not this Joseph’s sn??? We 
can rest assured, on the basis of historical 
research, that Jesus lived, that He grew 
up as a boy in Nazareth, that He was a 
“‘huilder,’’? that He became a wandering 
preacher and teacher, that He healed the 
sick, that He was taken prisoner, was tried, 
condemned, crucified, and buried. That, 
however, is as far as the scientific historian 
can take us. 


Our primary interest is not in the man 
Jesus, but in the Christ of God. Chris- 
tianity is not based upon the historical — 
Jesus, however much Christians have al- 
ways contended for the reality of His hu- 
manity and however important His his- 
torical life will always be. If He had been — 
a mere man, however true His teaching 
and faultless His character, He would not 
have become the founder of the Christian _ 
religion. Consequently, we should not be 
satisfied, nor do I think we should ha 
gained much for religion, if we were 
sured ‘that Jesus lived, was a good m: 
led a perfect life, and died a martyr to 
ideas—only that and nothing more. 
Christianity means far more than tha 
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if it is to continue its influence in the 
world and ultimately to become the religion 
or all men, it must continue to mean more 
—to mean what is contained in the con- 
fession of Peter when he said: ‘‘Thou art 
the Christ.’’ 
iil 
The Christ of God 


The natural man cannot discover the 
Christ in Jesus. The wisdom of the world, 
Paul says, cannot know God. On that ae- 
count ‘‘Christ crucified is unto the Jews a 
stumbling-block and unto the Gentiles 
foolishness.’’ But ‘‘Unto them that are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God.’’ 
The historian, the psychologist, the philolo- 
gist cannot find the Christ in Jesus. They 
can prove, however, that Jesus believed 
Himself to be, and that His first followers 
believed Him to be, the Christ. 
fact of history that must be proved by his- 
torical study. Whether or not Jesus was 
the Christ must be decided in ways that 
the historian or the psychologist, as such, 
is not supposed to follow; it must be de- 
termined by the way of Peter who first 
said that Jesus was the Christ. 

The people, who saw and heard Jesus, 
had diverse views about him; yet all felt 
that He was no ordinary man. Both His 
words and His deeds were extraordinary. 
The seribe said: ‘‘He hath Beelzebub.’’ 


His ‘‘friends’’ said: ‘‘He is beside him- 


self.’? Herod said: ‘‘He is John the Bap- 
tist risen from the dead.’’ Others said: 
‘‘He is Elijah or one of the prophets.’’ 
They all agreed that He was an uncommon 
kind of man—either subnormal or super- 
normal. None of these estimates of Jesus 
was in any way like that of Peter. 

When Jesus asked the twelve, whom 
some time before He chose to ‘‘be with 


Him and that He might send them forth. 


to preach,’’? ‘‘whom say ye that I am?’’ 
Peter answered: ‘‘Thou art the Christ.’’ 
This was the final and consummate judg- 
ment of Jesus—the one which He Himself 
accepted as basal and of which He said: 
“‘Upon this rock (i. e., upon the living con- 
vietion in living men that Jesus is the liv- 
ing Christ) I will build my Church.’’ 

Two questions of equal import confront 
‘us: 1. What did Peter’s confession mean? 
2. How did Peter come to find the Christ 
in Jesus? 

1. The word ‘‘Christ’’ means ‘‘ anointed 
one.’? Among the Israelites kings, priests, 
and prophets were often set apart to their 
office by pouring oil upon their heads 
which indicated that the person so anointed 
was the official representative of Jehovah 
and that the spirit of God enabled him to 
do His divinely appointed work. The 
Christ, whom the prophets foretold and the 
Jews expected, was to be God’s represen- 
tative among His people, filled with the 
spirit of God, to deliver them from politi- 
cal bondage and to help them to realize 
all that the prophets had promised. In 
other words, the Christ was to be the 
Savior and Lord of the Jews. 


Little did men then dream of a Christ 
‘who had the spirit and form of Jesus of 
Nazareth. They, like men of every age 
and land, looked for a Christ who had 
military, economic, scholastic, or super- 
natural power; one who was like the great 
ones upon earth, only greater than any of 
them. Through such an one Israel was to 
be saved and prophecy was to be fulfilled. 
In the light of these ideas of the Christ we 
see the significance of Peter’s confession 
when he said to Jesus, ‘‘Thou art the 
Christ.’? For Jesus came from a despised 
village, had no education, was without a 
place to lay His head, carried neither 
sword nor sceptre—had nothing that is 
supposed to make a man great, The best 
that may be said of Him is’ concisely re- 
ported in Acts 11:36-38: ‘‘Jesus of Naza- 
reth, anointed by God with the Holy 
Ghost and with power, went about doing 
good, preaching good tidings of peace, and 
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healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil; for God was with Him.’’ 


“*They all were looking for a King 
To slay their foes and set them high. 
Thou cam’st a little baby thing ; 
That made a woman ery.’’ 


Peter’s confession implied that such an 
one as Jesus, one who had His spirit, did 
good, preached good tidings of peace, healed 
the sick and the oppressed of the devil; 
such an one was to make Israel free, rea- 
lize for Israel what Jehovah had promised. 
We may go a step further, such an one was 
to make all nations free, realize for them 
the highest and noblest that man ean at- 
tain, bring them into right fellowship with 
God, with men, and with the world. Here 


WILD GEESE 
By Leslie C. Beard 


Up from the southland, high in the 
sky, 

Come the wild geese with their faint, 
haunting cry; 

On to the northland, winging their 
way, 

Through the night flying and all 
through the day. 


Instinct unerring urges them on, 

Speeding through darkness and on 
through the dawn; 

Battling through storm, the birds’ 
deadly foe, 

‘*‘Honk!’’ calls the leader, and on- 
ward they go! 


Wounded, a bird falls out of the 
ranks 

And breaks the straight lines of the 
V-shaped flanks; 

Reforming their lines—strong is the 
urge— 

‘‘Honk!’’ calls the leader, and on- 
ward they surge! 


was a new kind of power for men’s salva- 
tion and development, a new motive, me- 
thod, and goal for the individual, the na- 
tion, and the race. He boldly announced 
that He is about to suffer, to be rejected 
by the religious leaders, and be killed. In 
this way He was to accomplish His purpose 
—‘T will rise aguin.’’ Even Peter could 
not understand the Christ whom he was the 
first to confess. 

Of course the Roman Caesars, the Athe- 
nian philosophers, the Jewish high priests, 
and the modern lords of nations, finance, 
and learning cannot see a Christ of the 
kind that Jesus was. To them Jesus must 
always appear as a fanatic, a deceiver, an 
idle dreamer, or a well-meaning but self- 
deluded enthusiast. To the wise and the 
mighty men of the world Jesus the Christ 
is what He was to the Greeks, who repre- 
sent the highest type of human culture,— 
foolishness. _ Yet Jesus, in the face of a 
world that cannot and will not understand, 
almost defiantly announced that upon this 
confession of Peter,—a living man econ- 
fessing Jesus to be the living Christ,—‘‘T 
will build My Chureh.’’? Take that con- 
fession away and you will have a building 
resting upon thin air; and not upon eternai 
rock-ribbed foundations ‘‘against which 
the gates of Hades cannot prevail.’’ 

2. How did Peter find the Christ in 
Jesus? Many saw Jesus, but Peter was 
the first to see the Christ. Jesus answers 
the question (Matt. 16:17) when He says 
to Peter: ‘*Flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven.’’ 

Peter did not find the Christ in Jesus by 
judicially weighing evidence about the 
possibility or probability of the man of 
Nazareth being the Christ of God. Nor 
did he find the Christ by a psychological 
analysis of the operations and contents of 


His mind and consciousness and in that 
Way account for His words and works. 
Nor did he proceed to make a study of His 


fathers and forefathers, the genius of His 
family, the history of His nation, of His 
envionment and His heredity, to deter- 
mine whether or not He was the Christ. 
I suspect he did not even go through the 
Old Testament and compare the prophecies 
With the facts of the life of Jesus and 
thus reach the convietion that He was the 
Christ. 

These are the ways of ‘‘flesh and blood’? 
of which Jesus speaks to Peter, which men 
always delight to pursue in order to obtain 
certainty and assurance, but which, alas, 
do not reveal the Christ—did not then, will 
not now, Of course, when Jesus says: ‘‘My 
Father which is in heaven’? revealed the 
Christ to you, He indulges in ‘‘the foolish- 
ness of God’? whieh the wisdom of the 
world is always ready to deride. But let 
us for once take Jesus at His word and 
see how the Father revealed the Christ to 
Peter. He did not speak in trumpet tones 
from Heaven, announcing that Jesus was the 
Christ. The Father revealed the Christ tc 
Peter while Peter followed Jesus, saw Him 
do good works, healing, comforting feed- 
ing, teaching, blessing, imparting hope and 
cheer, mighty in word and deed, powerful 
over men, demons, disease, nature. While 
Peter was on the way with Jesus, it 
dawned, or perhaps flashed, upon him tiat 
this was the one of whom the prophets 
spoke, whom the people needed, and for 
whom a few devout persons hoped and 
prayed—the Christ of God. In this glimpse 
ot the Christ by man are contained all the 
possibilities of the Christian religion. Here 
the faith that overcometh the world. 

Jesus Himself seems to have been con- 
vineed of His Christhood through the reve- 
lation given Him in His baptism. That is 
doubtless the significance of the voice com- 
ing out of the heavens saying: ‘‘Thou art 
My beloved Son, in Thee I am _ well 
pleased.’? To that moment in Jesus’ life 
Peter alluded in his address in the house 
of Cornelius, when he said: ‘God anointed 
Him (Jesus) with the Holy Ghost and with 
power.’’ Jesus did not base His convic- 
tion of His Christhood upon a manner of 
His conception or birth, but upon the reve- 
lation of the Father. This, too, was the 
view of Mark, the author of the second 
gospel. : 

Unless one shares Peter’s experience of 
finding the Christ in Jesus, shares it by 
following Jesus like Peter did, what is 
said of Jesus in the gospels will have but 
little meaning for him. He either will re- 
ject it as unreasonable and incredible; 
or he will accept it blindly without any 
sense of its significance, When one con- 
fesses with his heart that Jesus is the 
Christ and is willing to pay the price which 
Jesus asks for such a confession, by com- 
ing after him, denying himself, taking up 
his cross and following Him (Mark 8:35), 
he will begin to have a true estimate of 
the eternal values of the gospels; of the 
meaning of His baptism, His transfigura- 
tion, His death, His resurrection, His glori- 
fication, the presence of His spirit in His 
Church, the might of His words and deeds. 
The reality and worth of these facts and 
acts, recorded of Jesus, can never be dis- 
cerned by the scientific or philosophic 
mind, no more by a thoughtless and heart- 
less acceptance of orthodox statements in a 
confession of faith. Their true value can 
be understood only as men live and spend 
their lives with Jesus and in Jesus’? way— 
doing in spirit what He did, controlled hy 
His purposes and pursuing them with His 
methods. 


IV 
The Christian Religion 


The Christian religion is not obedience 
to a code of laws revealed by God—not 
mere ethics. It is not implicit acceptance 
of statements about God and man and the 
world—not mere theology. It is not the 
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observance of rituals in the sanctuary, 
however beautiful and true they may be— 
not mere worship. It is not pious feelings 
and desires, raptures and eestacies wrought 
in men by the Spirit of God—not mere 
mystical emotion. It includes ethies, theo- 
logy, worship, emotion, but it is more than 
all of these together. 

The Christian religion is faith in Jesus 
the Christ—a faith that results in the 
spending of the whole life in living and 
working with Christ for the purpose of 
His kingdom, that is, for righteousness and 
love in men and among men everywhere 
and always. In following the Christ one 
will see God through His eyes and in His 
life and find Him to be a Christ-like God— 
Christ like God and God like Christ. That 
eonviction determines the character of the 
Christian religion and the meaning of the 
Christian life. A Christ-like God will be- 
get in men the three cardinal virtues of 
which Paul speaks: Faith, Hope, Love. 
These abide when everything else has 
passed away; they are the essence of the 
Christian life. 


One can believe in a God who is like 
Jesus, can hope in Him and venture with 
Him all that He is and has for time and 
eternity, and unite courageously with Him 
in the service of love for humanity. There 
may be a thousand unsolved problems, the 
social order may be corrupt and apparently 
irredeemable, the Church may falter and 
fail, our own lives may come short of the 
glory of God and bear testimony against 
us—but, notwithstanding all these things, 
we trust and hope and love with a Christ- 
like God above us, about us, and within us. 


This is the joyous venture of Christian liv- 
ing, the freedom of the sons of God, the 
glorious assurance that ‘‘in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through Him 
that loved us.’’ 

Vv 
The Supremacy of the Christian Religion 


The comparative study of the living re- 
ligions reveals many things that are held 
in common by all, or at least by some, of 
them. Space permits me only to enumerate 
them without discussing them in detail: 
1. Belief in a Supreme Being; 2. The claim 
of supernatural origin for the founder; 3. 
The claim of a divine inearnation; 4. The 
claim of inspired Seriptures; 5. Report 
ot miracles done by the founder or His 
first followers; 6. The Golden Rule of con- 
duct; 7. Hope of the universal acceptance 
of the religion professed; 8. Hope and fear 
of a future life with reward and punish- 
ment. These are set forth at length by 
Professor Hume in his ‘‘The Living Re- 
ligions.’? 

Christianity differs from all other re- 
ligions in its idea of God who is not only 
one, but also holy, righteous, loving, and 
merciful, and who, through nature and the 
history of tribes and nations, is working 
out a definite purpose which Jesus pro- 
claimed and defined as the Kingdom of 
God, that is, the rule of righteous love in 
the hearts of men everywhere and always. 
God calls men through Christ, not only to 
share in the blessings of the kingdom, but 
also to take part in the working out of 
this divine purpose which has for its end 
the fulness of life for men. 
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Christianity alone has Jesus Christ, not 
only as its founder, but as the personal 
embodiment of its ideals of life. He alone, 
of all the founders, can say: ‘‘He that 
hath seen Me hath seen the Father.’’? He 
alone had the audacity and the authority 
to call unto men: ‘‘ Follow Me!’’ or to ery 
out unto the weary and heavy laden: 
““Come unto Me and I will give you rest.’’ 
None of the other founders was bold 
enough to defy his enemies with the de- 
cisive question: ‘‘ Which of you convineeth 
Me of sin?’’ 

The Christian religion is the religion of 
the spirit, for only they who have the 
Spirit of Christ can claim to be His. The 
community of His followers, called the 
Church, is a fellowship of men and women 
and children who have the Spirit, that is, 
the mind of Christ. It is not the spirit of 
the universe nor of humanity, but the 
Spirit of the Father as manifested in the 
life of the Son, Jesus, and who now abides 
in His followers. The fruits of the Spirit, 
through the ages, are proof of the reality 
of His presence and working. They are: 
‘Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, temper- 
ance: against such there is no law.’’ These 
are only some of the fruits as catalogued 
by Paul. 

Indeed, the distinetive character of 
Christianity is nowhere more concisely and 
comprehensively defined than in the last 
verse of the second Epistle to the Corin- 
thians: ‘‘The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghost, be with you 
all.?? 


What Love Is, and Other Themes 


““T have been teaching young people, and 
observing them, for nearly forty years. In 
my judgment, the youth of today have just 
as sound physical and moral health as they 
ever had. I may add that no young men 
and women I have known have given evi- 
dence of more promise for the future.’’ 

William Lyon Phelps, teacher of English 
literature for thirty-six years at Yale Uni- 
versity, made this remark to me the other 
afternoon as we were separating. He had 
been lecturing before members and friends 
of the Women’s City Club of Boston. A 
friendly and informing conversation had 
followed the lecture. 

What has happened to the professional, 
sedate, solemn-visaged, and  spectacled 
teacher? He has vanished—replaced, to 
the infinite benefit and joy of boys and 
girls, by instruetors just as wise in their 
departments, but with the added grace of 
humanity and sweet reasonableness. In 
other words, due more to that greatest 
educator, Charles W. Eliot, than to any 
other, education, in these later years, has 
been humanized. Whether we accept all 
the proposals of the humanists or not, 
they have helped put feeling and human 
interest into education. 


William Lyon Phelps has none of the 
earmarks of the traditional schoolmaster; 
neither has he of the professional lecturer. 
He has mastered the art of combining 
the cenversation method with humorous 
allusion. ‘‘Current Books,’’ the theme of 
the lecture, a prosaic enough subject, was 
far from unimaginative in the delivery. 
No one went to sleep, or wanted to. 

It is an engaging exercise to watch 
a person of Professor Phelps’s character- 
istics in action. Following the lecture, a 
score of eager ones came up to speak to 
him: one wanted to discuss a favorite 
book; a second talked about a son in the 
professor’s classes; a third came to renew 
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a former acquaintance. He had time 
enough for every one, and displayed «a 
genial, unruffled temper which might be 
an example for certain brusque speakers 
who vanish immediately after the address. 
Later, I spoke to him about this. 

“¢T like people,’’ he replied. ‘‘I enjoy 
meeting them and getting their opinions, 
many of which are thoughtfully expressed. 
Old acquaintances come up, whom it is 
always a pleasure to see. You understand, 
people interest me.’’ 

I am fairly well convinced that this 
quite evident liking for men and women, 
taken just as they are, explains Professor 
Phelps’s influence, as much as his knowl- 
edge of books, remarkable as that is. Just 
as one discovers nothing professional or 
artificial in his writing or speaking, one 
finds nothing of the sort in his conversa- 
tion. 

‘“‘Now ask me your questions,’’ he re- 
marked, as we retired to the speaker’s 
room, and he began to change into his 
street clothes. ‘*‘We have half an hour. 
Let’s make the most of it.’’ 


I heard recently of a person who once 
went to an audience with a distinguished 
man in a highly nervous and unnatural 
state of mind, and remained that way 
during the entire period. That is folly. 
One person is as good as another in the 
demoeratie society of this generation, so 
long as he keeps out of jail. The greater 
the man, the more kind and human he is— 
that has been my experience; take it for 
what it is worth. Certainly Professor 
Phelps, though one of the most widely 
known book-eritics in the United States, 
lacked utterly anything pedantic or su- 
perior. 

“*‘T seldom think how I am speaking,’’ 
he said. ‘Studied gesture and particular 
tone of voice may do well enough for 
others, but I employ neither. I try to 


make what I say intimate. Unlike some 
speakers, I am always looking at the 
people in the audience. I talk directly to 
individuals. If someone appears listless, 

I speak to him until he gets interested 
and looks up. Let’s have sympathy with - 
audiences; those persons have given us 
an hour of their time, often a valuable 
hour. We must not weary them with 
platitudes. Remember, they are there in 
the room, and can’t get out. A lecturer 
who imposes on such good-nature and good . 
will doesn’t deserve a hearing. All of us 
have set under men who immediately 
turned on the reading lamp, and discoursed 
from manuscript, in level, unmusical tones; 
and who read on and for intolerable 
lengths, though the audience was con- 
tinually getting more and more impatient 
and weary. I cannot understand the state 
of mind of such a speaker. I must feel 

a definite response. I should be just as 
conscious of a feeling of boredom as of a 
change of temperature. On more than 
one occasion I have gone onto the plat- 
form ill and tired, spoken an hour, and 
left the hall refreshed by the experience; 
the audience gave me something—what 
was it? Perhaps because I feel this sym- 
pathy, I almost never have the experience 
of inattentive listeners. 


‘*T do not write my lectures. Following 
careful preparation, I may make notes, — 
though I may not use them—I did not this © 
afternoon. I read worth-while books — 
rapidly, and have the good fortune to be 
blessed with a memory which retains facts __ 
for long periods.’? aa 


Parents, and teachers of young children, 
will find material for reflection in Pro- 
fessor Phelps’s opinion of the Santa Claus 
myth, the Mother Goose rhymes, and s 
exaggerated tales as ‘‘Beauty and 
Beast.’’ ‘‘The Giant Gallagantus,’? 
‘«The Sleeping Princess.’’ lies 
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“It is absurd to keep those stories 
away from children,’’ he commented. ‘‘ All 
children require the vivid and picturesque 
for mental development. Their imagina- 
tions need to be forcefully aroused. Let 
the child believe the Santa Claus myth, 
by all means; what is the harm? The 
child’s horizon is of necessity limited; 
about the only way it can reach out into 
the world is through the realm of the 
imaginary. Once a little girl came into 
a room where her mother was, with a doll 
in her arms, and was told by the mother 
in a loud voice to put the doll away. 
‘Hush!’ pleaded the child, ‘I am doing all 
I can to keep her from knowing she is a 
doll.’?’ As vivid as that is the imagination 
of average children.’’ 

““Open discussion on sex problems will 
directly affect imaginative writers of the 
future,’’ Professor Phelps declared. ‘‘It 
will also affect all art; for down through 
history people have generally expressed 
opinions on this theme in music, drama, 
sculpture, and painting as well as litera- 
ture; and that expression has been defi- 
nitely determined by the attitude toward 
sex of that particular time. It says some- 
where in Genesis: ‘Male and female 
ereated He them.’ The writer of Genesis 
was not only a master in the use of de- 
scriptive language, he was also an ex- 
ceedingly astute student of human nature. 
So far, the best we know in government 
is the rule which represents the people; 
and the best we know in sex communion 
is monogamy and the lighting of the home 
fires. Students of civil relations may de- 
vise a better form of government for the 
future; psychologists and sociologists may 
discover a more satisfactory arrangement 
for relationships between mex and women. 
Until that time comes, let us accept the 
best in the present forms, and make it 
serve us. If anyone experiences a feverish 
and sporadic appetite for fruits from the 
forbidden tree, let him read W. B. Trite’s 
book, ‘The Gypsy.’ The novel is a tre- 
mendous argument for monogamy. ‘All 
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sensual sin is an illusion,’ says Schopen- 
hauer. Men and women who pursue the 
illusion are. exactly like spoiled children 
wanting candy. The individual who aban- 
dons a steady though somewhat monoto- 
nous happiness for what he conceives to be 
luscious fruit, tomorrow would give his 
immortal soul to have back again the 
former days. What a curious fact it is 
that youth and beauty often compel more 
worship than one’s own mother! What is 
love? It is not protestation, or amorous 
declarations that ‘We can remain apart no 
longer,’ but—‘be sure you don’t forget 
your rubbers, dear.’ 


“You ask me to recommend a private 
library for the average man. Such a 
library should contain a standard one- 
volume dictionary, an encyclopedia of 
merit, and a good collection of histories— 
including those of the United States, Eng- 
land, and the more important European 
countries. It should not have too many 
sets of books. Sets fill space and present 
an imposing appearance, but are lable to 
lack utility. I do not believe in five-foot 
shelves. People do not read the books. 
Collect gradually, and those authors that 
most appeal to you. Some book-lovers like 
first editions, and get considerable satis- 
faction in having a shelf of them. Collect 
the best poets, and obtain them as nearly 
as possible unabridged and unmutilated. 
For instance, when you get Shakespeare’s 
works, do not get the expurgated volumes. 
We assume one has the good sense to be- 
lieve that evil is only evil to him who 
thinks it is. 


“‘T am a book man—that is, I get a liv- 
ing from books; therefore I must collect 
both earefully and numerously. I have 
three libraries, containing in all perhaps 
twenty thousand volumes. Have I read 
them all? That is a leading question,’’ 
smiled the Professor. Then he remarked 
with an expression somewhat humorous, 
‘¢Put this reply into your interview. Some 
of them I have read twice. Many I have 
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long planned to read; but I have reached 
the time now when I know I never shal} 
be able to read them. I feel much ag 
Longfellow did. You remember how wel} 
he expressed this same idea in that mateh- 
less little poem, ‘My Books’: 


Sadly as some old medieval knight 
Gazed at the arms he could no longez 
wield, 
The sword two-handed and the shining 
shield 
Suspended in the hall, and in full sight, 
While seeret longing for the full delight 
Came over him, and tears but half-cox- 
cealed 
Of tourney or adventure in the field 
Trembled and fell upon his beard of 
white— 
So I behold these books upon their shelf, 
My ornaments and arms of other days; 
Not wholly useless, though no longer 
used, ‘ 
For they remind me of my other self, 
Younger and stronger, and the pleasani 
ways 
In which I walked, now clouded an@ 
confused. ’’ 


Professor Phelps knows not only books, 
but writers. He has this to say about 
Thomas Hardy, and we pass it on as one 
of the best things he said that day: 


“‘Thomas Hardy achieved distinction in 
four arts, any one of which would have 
established his permanent fame. He be- ° 
came one of the greatest novelists, archi- 
tects, dramatists, and poets of his time.'’ 
Yet he was one of the most forlorn and 
dissatisfied of mortals. Why? He had un- 
rivaled adulation, but he had absolutely 
no religion. He said, ‘Better would it have 
been for us human beings had we never 
been equipped with reasoning powers, but 
only given senses as the beasts.? Wha 
more convincing argument do we need for 
the necessity of a definite faith in In- 
finite Reality, and in man eréated aftez 
that divine likeness?’’ 


A Scientist on Personal Immortality 


ROBERT ANDREWS MILLIKAN, Physicist, California Institue of Technology, in the “New York Times” 


The best of us are only gropers, and yet 
one cannot refuse to tell a fellow-groper 
what he sees or thinks he sees with such 
light as is available to him. 

Physies has compelled us to think of a 
universe which is changing, living, grow- 
ing, even in its elements—a dynamic in- 
stead of a static universe. Thus, science 
here has made a great contribution to re- 
ligion. The recent discoveries of physicists 
have taught us a wholesome lesson of hu- 
mility, wonder and joy in the fact of an 
as yet incomprehensible universe. 

Through the celestial mechanics of Gali- 
leo mankind began to know a God not of 
caprice and whim, such as were all the 
gods of the ancient world, but a God who 
works through law. 

Religion itself is one of the most strik- 


ing examples of evolution, as seen in the 
abolition of human sacrifice, in new con- 


ceptions of God, in new ideas of the way 
God works, in a new conception of pro- 
gress. 

Concerning what ultimately becomes of 
the individual in the process, science has 
added nothing and it has subtracted noth- 
ing. So far as science is concerned, re- 
ligion can treat that problem precisely as 
it has in the past, or it can treat it in some 
entirely new way if it wishes. For that 
problem is entirely outside the field of 
science now, though it need not necessarily 
remain so. ‘Science has undoubtedly been 
responsible for a certain change in religi- 
ous thinking as to the relative value of 
individual and race salvation. 

The new idea of progress, and our part 
in it and our responsibility for it, is now 
practically universal. This idea is due 
directly to science, and it marks the latest 
stage in the evolution of man’s conception 
about the ultimate of the world and his 


relation to that world—his 
about God and about duty. ' 

The world is, of course, ‘‘incurably re- 
ligious.’? Why? Because every one who 
reflects at all must have conceptions about 
the world which go beyond the field of ° 
science; that is, beyond the present range « 
of intellectual knowledge. si 

There are two sorts of dogmatists in the: 
field of religion. One calls himself a fun-: 
damentalist; the other calls himself an ~ 
atheist. They seem to me to represent!’ 
about the same kind of thinking. 
asserts a definite knowledge of the ulti- * 
mate which he does not possess. 
closed his mind to any future truth. Each © 
has a religion that is fixed. Each is, } 
think, irrational and unscientific. 

Religion will be with us so long as map "’ 
hopes and aspires and reflects upon the 
meaning of existence and the responsibility 
it entails. : 


conception 


What It Means To Be A Circuit Rider 


It is rather difficult to give a satisfac 
tory answer to the above question within 
the limits fixed by our commanding officer, 
But after spending four years as a circuit 
rider, I am glad to make what little con- 


tribution I can to the merits and demerits 


of a system which until a few years ago I 
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had thought was a thing of the past, but 
of which I now find myself part and par- 
cel. And I feel that I can speak with au- 
thority, for I take it that a man who 
serves a field covering approximately five 
hundred square miles of territory and con- 
sisting of six congregations with two more 


seeking and receiving occasional services 
ean be properly catalogued as a eireuit 
rider. 

There are so many things which might 
be said in reference to the subjeet which 
forms the title of this article, but I ven- 
ture to mention briefly but four, two of 


Hach ~ 


Each has ** 


o 
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which may be said to be placed to the 
credit side of the account and two to tha 
debit side. 

First of all I mention the unspeakable 
pleasure that comes from God’s great out- 
of-doors as I roam over His green earth. 
There are doubtless some country fields 
that furnish this pleasure to a greater de 


gree than do others. In the Providence of 
God, my lot has been cast in the midst of 
some of the most beautiful country I have 
ever seen. Wherever I go, as I drive to my 
work, I can look over wonderful stretches 
of country and up to the everlasting hills. 
Throughout the spring and summer and 
autumn, the varied tints of green, the 
wealth of color displayed by the blossoms 
and flowers of garden, field and woodland 
combine to fill one’s soul with reverence 
and exhilaration; and while my privilege 
may be unusually great, every pastor of a 
large country field, in other words, every 
circuit rider, can, as the poor city preach- 
ers can not (God pity them), enter into 
sympathetic understanding with the poet 
Biyant, when he wrote: 


‘<To him who, in the love of nature holds 
Communion with her visible forms, she 
speaks 
A varied language. 
hours 
She has a voice of gladness and a smile 
And eloquence of beauty; and she 
glides 
Into his darker musings with a mild 
And gentle sympathy, that steals away 
Their sharpness, ere he is aware.’’ 


For his gayer 


But with deeper satisfaction even than 
that with which I speak of Nature, I speak 
of the ‘soul of the Rural Community.’’ As 
I have driven about over the hills and val- 
leys of Snyder and Juniata Counties during 
the past four years and more, there have 
come to me the words of Holy Writ spoken 
concerning Jonathan, the son of Saul, 
‘fand the soul of Jonathan was kind with 
the soul of David, and Jonathan loved 
David as his own soul.’’? I recently spoke 
with a man who is a member of a town con- 
gregation, who said something to tthis 
effect: ‘‘I used to feel the minister was a 
man of great influence, but I am beginning 
to change my mind.’’ I am not saying 
that he is altogether correct in his diag- 
nosis of the situation, and far be it from 
me to cast a reflection on any class of 
people. I simply say that if this man 
were a circuit rider, his early conception 
of the ministry of Jesus Christ might have 
remained undimmed. At the beginning of 
the season of Lent I made the suggestion 
that the people read the four Gospels 
through during this season. Two weeks be- 
fore Easter, I entered a home for the noon 
day meal and was greeted by an eight- 
year-old lad with smiling face, who said, 
‘*T finished reading the Gospels yester- 
day.’’ Do I make my meaning a little 
clearer? Don’t misunderstand. Conditions 
are not perfect, but it’s a wonderful thing 
to live one’s life into a country-side to the 
honor and glory of God, and the building 
up of His Kingdom. 


I hesitate to strike a minor note, but I 
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feel I must mention the two liabilities as 
well as the assets. One of these liabilities 
rests on the people themselves. It is 
physically impossible for any minister to 
do justice to any congregation that is one 
of a circuit of four or six or more forming 
a pastoral charge. As long as I remain in 
my present field it would break my heart 
to sever my connections with any one of 
the congregations of the Freeburg Charge. 
It would be like asking a mother to give 
up one of her children because she had too 
many. But how foolish it is for the three 
of us, one Lutheran, one United Brethren, 
one Reformed, to be traversing the same 
territory, approximately, dissipating our 
time and energies because of a foolish de- 
nominationalism, not yet abolished because 
the time is ‘‘not yet ripe.’’ 


The second liability falls on the preacher 
himself, Try as he may, it’s practically 
impossible for him to devote the time to 
reading and study he should have, which, 
instead, is spent in driving about, minister- 
ing to the needs of his widely extended 
parish. For these reasons it is our con- 
viction that the cireuit rider as an insti- 
tution should go. But while it does last, 
I shall continue to rejoice and praise God 
and exclaim with the Psalmist, ‘‘The lines 
are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, 
I have a goodly heritage.’’ 


Then here’s to the open country, 
It is here I will labor and live; 

To the best-hearted people of all the earth 
My life and my service I give. 


The Rural Church and the Farm Home 


In the last decade marvelous progress 
has been made in religious education. Les- 
son materials and stories appropriate to 
every age have been assembled; the Sun- 
day School has become a Church School 
with week-day instruction the year round; 
the schools have been departmentalized 
with each department conducting its sepa- 
rate appropriate service; kindergarten 
courses, equipment and activities have 
won their place; teacher training courses 
and community training schools have be- 
come popular; teachers and officers are 
heavily certificated; and the director of 
religious education has put in his appear- 
ance. Even the social life of the Church 
School departments and classes has become 
a necessary and important part of every 
Church program, This progress the writer 
views with a mixture of satisfaction and 
anxiety; he has long felt that the religious 
education and social program of the Church 
was not efficient in preparing our youth 
for. the great struggles of life which they 
are forced to make in an increasingly com- 
plex and materialistic civilization. But 
this marvelous advance toward greater 
efficieney in organization, administration 
and instruction is drawing the Church far- 
ther and farther away from the home, and 
herein lies the cause for anxiety. 


Religious educators will protest this ac- 
eusation, and will point to the fact that 
many of their teachers are parents, that 
more active cradle roll and home depart- 
ments are a part of the religious education 
program, and that the co-operation of par- 
ents in Church activities is greater than it 
has ever been. Granted that in general 
this is true, the question still remains un- 
answered—‘‘ With what motive are these 
instructors, departmental superintendents, 
and co-operating parents inspired as they 
go about their accepted tasks??? Too 
frequently the motive of their loyalty is 
the development of an efficient, well-organ- 
ized and smoothly operating Church School 
organization. Of course they want the 
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children to learn and experience the joy 
and inspiration of the religion of Jesus, 
but it must be done through the Church as 
the primary institution with little thought 
and consideration for the important posi- 
tion which the home holds in their lives. 
We are to accept the efficient conclusion 
that parents untrained in the modern prin- 
ciples of religious education are not to be 
entrusted with the instruction of their 
children in things of the spirit. The break- 
ing of the home cirele night after night 
through the withdrawal of one or more of 
its members for different Church activities, 
ruins whatever social program the home 
may have and is hardly designed to im- 
press upon the members of the family the 
primary importance of the home. Leaving 
the parents out of the process of religious 
and moral instruction will not encourage 
an effective program of family devotions 
in the home. Ignoring the fundamental 
duties of the home, and indeed usurping 
them in the Church program in the name 
of greater efficiency, is too great a price 
for Christian civilization to pay. For after 
all the place where Christianity is lived is, 
not in the Church and Church School, but 
in the home and in places with which the 
home is much more closely associated than 
is the Church—such as, the community, the 
societies and the clubs, and the places of 
occupation. 


The position of the home is of maximum 
importance in the life of farm people, for 
here the occupation of the farmer is in- 
deed a part of the home program and agri- 
culture is a family industry. Here the 
real problems of life are faced in the en- 
virons of the home; the motives of the 
farm family in solving their problems are 
determined by their conception of the 
duties of the home, and by the principles 
which dominate their lives. If these prin- 
ciples and concepts be Christian, the solu- 
tions will likely be:of a high and noble 
type and the farm family will probably be 
contented and happy. If they be purely 


material and economie, contentment will 
disappear from their lives—for agriculture 
will never be a great money-making indus- 
try in the sense that manufacturing is— 
the home will lose its comfort and attrae- 


tion and the whole social and spiritual life 


of the country-side will be poorer. 


Modern concepts of religious education 
have not made as rapid strides in the coun- 
try Churches as they have in the city 
Churches because of the greater natural 
conservatism of country folk and the de- 
plorable condition of over-Churching which 
makes a modern Church plant and program 
almost prohibitive, a full-time rural pas- 
tor generally impossible, and an adequate 
supply of trained leaders and teachers ex- 
tremely unlikely. But these problems are 
being speedily attacked and gradually 
solved, so that the standards of efficiency 
in religious education now controlling our 
city Churches are gradually being intro- 
duced in our larger country and village 
Churches. The country for some unex- 
plainable reason has always sped the city 
in its efforts towards progress,—and this, 
in spite of the fact that the natural envir- 
onment of the country is far more inspir- 
ing to spiritual and the esthetie in life 
than anything the city can produce. The 
city is built and operated on system and 
efficiency. The human values are being 
eliminated more and more from industry, 
banking, business, and transportation, and 
even from the home, in the interests of a 
smoothly operating machine—like society. 
And still we ape city life and city ways! 
The city herself is looking to the country 
for the human and spiritual qualities whica 
will save her from her self-inflicted, me- 
chanical existence. Her Churches have 
partaken of this same spirit and their pro- 
grams are dominated by the philosophy of 
efficieney to the frequent exclusion of sen- 


timent, emotion, feeling. thE 


The country Church must build up a new 
program of religious education, or modify 
that which is commonly in use in the city — 
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Church, so that the closest possible contact 
may be maintained between the Church 
and the family. The program of religious 
education must teach, not only the life of 
Christ, but life as it is lived by all ages 
seven days in the week and twenty-four 
hours in the day. The Church must be au 
institution which will supplement the pro- 
gram of the home, whatever that program 
may be, and not attempt to take away 
from it the task of religious education be- 
cause the parents are untrained in the lat- 
est principles and methods of pedagogy, 
or because the Sunday School teachers may 
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know more about the Bible than the par- 
ents do. When such conditions prevail they 
are largely due to the neglect of the 
Church for the home. Parents, especially 
rural parents, know the life of their chil- 
dren better than the best trained teacher in 
religious education is generally permitted 
to know it, and for that reason are in the 
most advantageous position to teach the 
spiritual truths of life and to develop in 
their children an appreciation for the 
spiritual values of their natural environ- 
ment, 

Let our Church, therefore 


study anew ° 


the fundamental duties of parenthood, the 


family and the home. Let her construct a 
program that will conserve to the home 
these duties and that will prepare more 
effectively the different members of the 
family for their respective responsibilities 
and for their normal life situations experi- 
enced in such large degree in the home en- 
virons. It is time we give more attention 
to adult religious education with home 
projects, home experiments and Church 
family-nights, in order to protect the foun- 
dation of Christianity and of society itself 
—the family! 


Does Civilization Need Religion? 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR. New York: Macmillan Company 


The author of this book is already recog- 
nized as one of the most virile thinkers on 
religion in this country. Still a young 
man, Reinhold Niebuhr has won for him- 
self a front place among those who are 
trying to find their way through the vast 
complex of the modern world with its in- 
creasing accumulations of scientific knowl- 
edge, its ethical confusions, its decay of 
ancient sanctions and the many other fac- 
tors that justify the author in his opening 
sentences: ‘‘Religion is not in a robust 
state of health in modern civilization. Vast 
multitudes, particularly in industrial and 
urban centres, live without seeking its 
sanctions for their actions and die without 
claiming its comforts in their extremi- 
ties.’? 

Mr. Niebuhr is well-known to students 
of religion because of his frequent contri- 
butions to leading magazines, but this is 
his first book and it will no doubt find a 
comparatively large public awaiting it 
owing to the predisposition in the author’s 
favor created by these fugitive introduc- 
tions. His thesis is that religion is in- 
effective in our western civilization be- 
eause ‘‘it has not been able to make its 
ethical and social resources available for 
the solution of the moral problems of mod- 
“ern civilization.’’ The book is an attempt 
to show how this can be done. Needless 
to say, the author does not speak in con- 
ventional language. With fresh and pene- 
trating insight he digs under our compla- 
cent moralities and in many cases, before 
we are aware of what has been going on, 
cherished convictions dissolve in the white 
heat generated by the electric torch of his 
mind. The weaknesses of Protestantism 
are indicated as candidly as those of Ro- 
man Catholicism. The same is true of 
liberalism and orthodoxy and of Judaism 
and Christianity as it has been worked out 


Religious 


Stockholm Continuation Committee 


While in America we hear very little 
of the Stockholm Conference, in Europe 
the echoes are still very strong. As the 
continuation Committee has decided to 
transfer the Institute to Geneva as soon 
as possible, the Business Committee re- 
solved to have it moved to Geneva before 
the 1st April. A few rooms have al- 
ready been taken there so that the office 
is now established there provisionally, with 
Mr. Thelin as representative, especially for 
the Information Service, until the official 
transfer shall take place. ‘The Gustav 
Adolf Society in Germany and the Secre- 
tariat of the Federal Council of Churches 
in America have already offered us a large 
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in practice. Mr. Niebuhr is relentless in 
his search for reality and though it would 
be too much to say that he captures this 
ignis fatuus which has been both the hope 
and despair of every thinker throughout 
the ages, still he makes a brave attempt. 
Coming to his search well equipped with a 
knowledge of metaphysics, sociology, and 
theology, it is not surprising that he plows 
deeper than the great majority of writers 
upon religious questions, Yet perhaps his 
greatest asset is not his knowledge, but his 
profound social sympathy which enables 
him to tear away the illusions with which 
the professional ecclesiastic, whether he 
be an archbishop or a village parson, un- 
consciously protects himself against the 
discomforts of truth. 


Yet notwithstanding every good thing 
that can be said about this book, and there 
are many good things that can be said of 
it. the reader is conscious that something 
vital is lacking. Though the argument 
proceeds apace from sentence to sentence 
and many brilliant observations are made, 
the resulting influence upon the mind is 
not definite. This seems strange in the 
light of the intellectual power manifest on 
every page and it is difficult to explain. 
The casual reader would probably say that 
the book is too deep for his understanding. 
Often, however, whether in writing or in 
preaching, the reason for such an observa- 
tion is lack of clarity due to the author’s 
or speaker’s failure to think his position 
through. If this seems unjust to Mr. Nie- 
buhr, let the reader compare any of his 
pages or chapters with a page or chapter 
from any of the works of Dr. L. P. Jacks. 
The contrast in lucidity will be at once ap- 
parent and will be altogether in Dr. Jacks’ 
favor. It would be superficial to assume 
that Dr. Jacks does not deal with as diffi- 


cult and profound aspects of truth as Mr. 
Niebuhr, yet rarely does he speak in a way 
that the reader of ordinary intelligence can 
not easily follow him. 

This leads to another of Mr. Niebuhr’s 
limitations. He is not sufficiently concrete. 
A generalization may be absolutely true, 
and yet its statement remains unconvine- 
ing and leaves no deposit in the mind of 
the reader. Before Darwin’s day there 
were many who believed in evolution, but 
as yet it was only a brilliant guess without 
factual support. Darwin proved his case 
by a colossal array of facts. In the judg- 
ment of his reviewers, Mr. Niebuhr’s book 
would be more stimulating and convincing 
if he had taken the time to be more con- 
crete in his expositions, 

That he has the capacity to meet this de- 
mand is amply illustrated in the chapter 
entitled Social Complexity and Ethical 
Impotence. Here the argument is  sus- 
tained, cogent and easily grasped. Evi- 
dently the reason is to be found in the fact 
that the subject is as near to the author’s 
heart as to his mind. 


Some of these reflections may seem un- 
gracious in view of the author’s unques- 
tioned ability as a thinker and interpreter 
of present conditions in the light of their 
historic backgrounds. But they are not 
suggested by any captious desire on the 
part of the reviewer, who believes that Mr. 
Niebuhr has a future with a great book 
or books yet before him. Meantime this 
work is to be commended to every student 
of religion whose mind is sufficiently disci- 
plined to follow the path opened by a virile 
pioneer, who is sure to lead him over some 
hard places where he will probably get 
some dusturbing jolts, but all for his own 
good. Those who are afraid to think should 
leave this book alone, 


News from Continental Europe 
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number of books for the library. Further 
gifts would be very welcome. 
Austria to Help Tyrol 

The possibility of an appeal to the League 
of Nations in behalf of German subjects 
in the Tyrolese province, annexed to Italy, 
was indicated recently by Chancellor Sei- 
pel following pleas in Parliament for bet- 
ter treatment of these subjects. The scene 
in the House was described by its presi- 
dent as ‘‘the most impressive and solemn 
demonstration in the whole world.’’? Ty- 
rolese Deputies asserted their brethren in 
the Italian Tyrol had been deprived of 
their natural human rights as well as their 
legal rights. The physical, mental and 
psychical atrocities practiced by Mussolini, 


on these sturdy people are beyond descrip- 
tion; and the League of Nations stands 
by, so far, saying nothing. 


Russia Plans New Jewish State 


The Soviet Central Executive Committee 
decided, on Feb. 23, to create an autonom- 
ous Jewish state in Siberia, between the 
Amur River and the 'Trans-Siberian Rail- 
way, composed of about 6,175,000 acres. 
Ten thousand families of Jewish farmers 
will be shipped to the colony in the com- 
ing five years. 


Very sensible. For the attempt to create 
a Jewish state in Palestine is fizzling out, 
as that country is too small and already 
well populated by the Arabs. 
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Reformed Literature in Germany 
The publication of the new edition of 


‘“Calvini Opera,’’ from the House of ‘Chr. 
Kaiser, Munchen, Germany, under the edi- 
torship of Dr. Petrus Barth, proceeds 


apace. Editions of Calvin’s works and 
books about Calvin for young and old are 
all too few. Many take their information 
about the Reformer and his influence from 


third-hand and prejudiced, or ignorant, 
sources. Prof. Bred, of Marburg, has 
published a monumental book, in three 


large volumes, on the history of Church 
Law in Prussia. 


Important Reformed Anniversaries in 1928 


1928 will see the 400th anniversary of 
the death by burning at St. Andrews of 
Patrick Hamilton, the protomartyr (if we 
except Paul Craw, 1506) of the Scottish 
Reformation. It also holds the 300th an- 
niversary of the birth of John Bunyan, 
author of ‘‘The Pilgrim’s Progress.’’ In 
a recent essay on Bunyan, Mr. Augustine 
Blirrell looks forward a century and asks, 
‘*Will the theology of ‘The Pilgrim’s 
Progress’ strangle the story?’’ He de- 
cides that ‘‘It is not Bunyan’s Calvinism 
that will expose him to any great danger. 
The danger lies in the resurrection of the 
two giants whose cave of old time lay at 
the mouth of the Valley of the Shadow. 
Both of these, the dead Pagan and the 
crippled Pope, are at their old posts.’’ 


‘<Social’’ Pastors in Germany 


At the various district synods of the 
Palatinate United Church (a complete 
merger of the Reformed and Lutheran 


Churehes made in 1818) the question of 
appointment of social commissions and 
‘*social pastors’’ was warmly debated and 
finally favored by a strong majority of 
the different synods. The ‘‘social’’ pas- 
tor is what in America is called the ‘‘ exe- 
cutive secretary’’ of a social commission. 
In practical social ‘‘service’’ (called ‘‘in- 
nere mission’’) the Germans were always 
ahead of other nations, but this new orien- 
tation stresses what we call the ‘social 
gospel,’’ regarding which there is as much 
misunderstanding and opposition in Ger- 
many as with us in America. But evi- 
dently the idea is making headway. In 
the Prussian and other state Churches the 
‘*social’’ pastor has been introduced sev- 
eral years ago. 


Opposition to Protestants in Italy 

A British paper writes: ‘‘ Unpleasant— 
and, we trust, unfounded or exaggerated— 
reports continue to reach us from Italy, 
suggesting a resolve by the strong Facisti 
movement to discountenance propaganda 
by other Churches and religious movements 
than the Church of Rome, in the interests 
of national solidarity. ‘Can the rumor be 
true that a new and costly Church of an 
American Mission was wantonly destroyed 
by fire on the eve of its opening, and that 
the cynical outrage was connived at by 
the authorities? Frankly, we find it im- 
possible to credit such tales—were it only 
because such a course of action would in- 
evitably raise questions about hospitality 
generously afforded to Roman Catholics in 
Protestant countries, and we are persuaded 


APRIL 19, 1928. 


ma 


better things of M. Mussolini, whose word 
is law in Italy, where he has put down the 
notorious Mafia Seeret Society.’’ 


Cardinal Mundelein Says Pope Not 
Interested in U. S. Election 


Cardinal Mundelein, who has recently 
spent several days with the pope at Rome, 
reports that ‘‘during my whole stay in 
Rome the subject of the national election 
was not broached once to me or by me.’’ 
The pope, he says, knows that ‘‘if a Cath- 
olic were elected President, it would not 
change things one particle.’? Maybe not; 
but who knows? 


Louvain Library to Have No Warlike 
Inscription 

War hatred must be forgotten, is the 
edict of high ecclesiastical authorities, whe 
asserted there would be no anti-German 
inscription over the Louvain Library, 
which has been built up mainly by Amer- 
ican donations. 

It is a personal victory for Nicholas 
Murray Butler over Whitney Warren, New 
York architect, who planned a Latin in- 
scription reading: ‘‘Destroyed by German 
fury and rebuilt by American generosity.’’ 

Dr. Butler agreed to substitute ‘‘De- 
stroyed during the Great War and rebuilt 
during peace time,’’ but the university 
authorities have -decided there will be no 
inseription of any kind over the new li- 


brary building. 


Another of the many signs that the de- 
poisoning process is making progress 
among the nations. 


CAN YOU SOLVE THIS PROBLEM? 


If it takes 12 weeks to raise $328.60 for 
the Pastor Stule auto fund, how long will 
it take to raise the remaining $871.40 to 
complete the fund? You can’t solve this 
problem by using the ordinary rules of 
mathematics. No single reader of the 
‘“Messenger’’ will solve it. It will re- 
quire many answers, and the size and speed 
of these answers will bring the solution. 
It is distinetly up to you. 

Please do not wait until Springtime and 
Summer have come and gone, and the 
snows of Winter block the roads of Czecho- 
slovakia, before making your contribution 
to this fund. 

In a letter enclosing a check for $25.00 
given by the Teachers’ Association of the 
First (Trinity) 8. 8., York, Pa., our good 
friend, the Superintendent, says: ‘‘ Hope 
it will buy a hub cap, wheel rim, or even 
a spring. Certainly trust that you secure 
sufficient, shortly, to buy the whole ma- 
chine. Judging by his good letters, he 
needs a pair of seven league boots or a 
flying machine. Don’t see where he gets 
time to sleep. Notice that he eats on the 
run, All honor is due him for sticking 
to it! His name should be Stick, not 
Stule.’’ Well, suppose you show us how 
to get the rest of that money by May 1. 
You can send your check to the Editor, and 
all will be acknowledged. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rey. R. 8. Beaver from 317 E. Lexington 
Ave., to 233-N. Cornell Circle, Fort Wayne, 
Ind. 

Rev. A. F. Nace from 929 Drewry St., N. 
E., to 824 Highland Ave., N. E., Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Rev. John B. Noss from Maybole, Seot- 
land, to 318 Columbia Ave., Palmerton, Pa. 


Steelton, Pa., Church, Rev. J. H. Dorman, 
pastor, added 5. Offering, $450. 

St. John’s, New Brunswick, N. J., Dr. 
Carl H. Gramm, pastor. Additions:—con- 
firmation, 21; letter, 10; re-profession, 10. 

Salina, Pa., Church, Rev. Howard F. 
Loch, pastor, added 50 new members and 
received an offering of $356.37. 

In Christ Church, Altoona, Pa., Rev. 
Charles D. Rockel, pastor, 26 added. Offer- 
ing, $942. 

In Zion Church, Marietta, Pa., Rev. Vic- 
tor Steinberg pastor, 5 added by confir- 
mation. Offering of $135. 

Grace, Richland, Pa., Rev. Charles H. 
Slinghoff, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 8; letter, 6. 

Everett, Pa., Rev. J. E. Scheetz, pastor. 
2 added by letter. Offering:—current, $74; 
Apportionment, $121. 

St. Peter’s, Zelienople, Pa. Dr. J. H. 
String, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
18; letter, 5; re-profession, 2. 

West Reading, Pa., Church, Rev. George 
W. Gerhard, pastor. Additions:—confir- 
mation, 16; letter, 11. Offering, $800. 

The Sinking Spring-Shillington, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. T. W. Rhoads, pastor, added 
50 by confirmation, 12 by letter and 10 by 
re-prefession. Total offering, $2,100. 

First Church, Ridgway, Pa., Rev. F. E. 
Lahr, pastor, added by confirmation 8 
young people and 10 adults, 5 by letter and 
2 by re-profession. $165 received. 

In St. Thomas Church, Reading, Pa., 
Rey. Dr. Lee M. Erdman, pastor, 44 added 
by confirmation, 9 by letter and 3 by re- 
profession. 

In the Newport, Pa., Church, Rev. U. O. 
H. Kerschner, pastor, 8 received by con- 
firmation, 2 by letter and 4 by re-profes- 
sion. Offering, $512.35. 


St. John’s Church, Buffalo, N. Y., Rev. 
J. S. Kosower, pastor. Additions:—confir- 
mation, 12; re-profession, 6. Offering on 
Palm Sunday and Easter, $500. 

In Christ Church, McAdoo, Pa., Rev. C. 
HK, Correll, pastor, 6 added by confirma- 
tion, and 2 by re-profession. Offering:— 
current expenses, $56; Apportionment, $77. 

In the Bausman Memorial Church, Wyo- 
missing, Pa., Rev. D. B. Clark, pastor, 12 
added by confirmation, 6 by letter and 10 
by re-profession. Duplex system used. 

Tabor Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. Edwin H. 
Romig, pastor, added 12 by confirmation, 
32 by letter and 8 by re-profession. Total 
offering, $377. 


Petersburg and Eden Charge, Pa., Rey. 


Walter C. Pugh, pastor. Additions:— 
Trinity, 1 by confirmation. Grace, 6 by 
confirmation and 3 by letter. 

Trinity, Shenandoah, Pa., Rev. H. N. 


Spink, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
12; letter, 1; re-profession, 3. Offering:— 
current, $231.36; Apportionment, $339.47. 

Irwin, Pa., Rev. E. M. Dietrich, pastor. 
Additions:—confirmation, 21; letter, 10; 
re-profession, 6. Offering:—current, $101; 
Apportionment, $337, 

Zion, York, Pa., Dr. 
pastor, Additions:—confirmation, 38; let- 
ter, 18. Offering:—current, $200; Appor- 
tionment, $225, 

Emmanuel, York, Pa., Rev. Oliver 8. 
Hartman, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 10; deiton, 6; re-profession, 3. Offer- 
ing, $575. 

Zion’s, Guieeeinal Pa., Dr. Paul J. Dun- 
dore, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 36; 
letter, 10; re-profession, 4. Offering: :—eur- M. 
rent, ‘$613; Apportionment, $496. 

Third, Greensburg, Pa., Dr. William Cc. 
Sykes, pastor. Additions: —confirmatio 


J. Kern McKee, 


15; letter, 3. Offering:—current, $64; ee 


portionment, $73. 
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“HE WHO DOES 
THE BEST HIS 
CIRCUMSTANCE 
ALLOWS, 
DOES WELL, 
ACTS NOBLY; 
ANGELS COULD 


DO NO MORE.” 
YOUNG—NIGHT THOUGHTS 


OUR BEST AT 
TIMES SEEMS 
VERY POOR--- 
AND YET, A 
CUP OF WATER 
IN HIS NAME 
IS BLESSED. 


A. M.S. 


Serviees were held every night during 
Passion Week in Grace Church, Hazleton, 
Pa., Rev. W. Toennes, pastor. 33 were 
added by confirmation, 9 received other- 
wise. 733 communed. The offering for 
Missions amounted to $365. The congre- 
gation will celebrate its 81st anniver- 
sary on Sunday, April 22, when Rey. O. M. 
Pioch, of Phila., will deliver the sermons. 


The Rebersburg, Pa., Charge, Rev. Will- 
ian A. McClellan, pastor, held special ser- 
vices during November and December in 
all of the 5 congregations. Rev. J. W. 
Yeisley was: the evangelist. Lenten ser- 
vices were held every Wednesday evening. 
Sunrise service was held on Easter Day 
and 3 Communion services. A great effort 
is being made to raise the Apportionment. 


In First Church, Spring City, Pa., the 
services on Palm Sunday and Easter were 
of exceptional interest. Seven infants 
were baptized, 7 were confirmed, one reé- 
ceived by letter and 3 by renewal. Haster 
benevolent offering $1,400. The congrega- 
tion will pay its Apportionment in full. 
Dr. Isenberg, of Ursinus, was in charge of 
these services. The new pastor, Rev. Ray- 
mond EH. Wilhelm, will assume charge May 
a 


It is with a sad heart that Secretary 
Bartholomew announces the unexpected 
death of Mary Bucher, the daughter of 
our missionaries, Rev. and Mrs. J. Frank 
Bucher, last Sunday night at the Lancaster 
Hospital. Funeral services were held on 
Tuesday at 11 A. M. in charge of the pas- 
tor, Rev. Charles D. Spotts. The sympathy 
of the Church will be with the parents in 
this time of sorrow. Rev. Mr. Bucher ar- 
rived at Shanghai, and from the latest in- 
formation was on his way to Hankow with 
the hope of proceeding to Shenchowfu. 


Salem-Zion Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. A. 
W. Klingner, pastor. Treasurer of benevo- 
lent monies announces all apportionments 
paid in full. The consistory sings the Dox- 
ology. Additions:—confirmation, 5; re- 
profession, 4; letter, 1. Easter offerings 
for the completion of the Ministerial Re- 
lief. Campaign subscription was $567. 
Offering of the S. S. for the orphanage, 
$84.02. The W. M.S. held its annual ban- 
quet on Apr. 10, 159 were present and ad- 
dresses were made by Dr. C. E. Schaeffer, 
Miss Bouscher and Frederick J. Knauss, 
Esq. 


East Market St. Church, Akron, O., Rev. 
William E. Troup, pastor. Accession:—71. 
Cantata, ‘‘Eastertide,’’ rendered on Palm 
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Sunday night. Holy Communion held on 
Holy Thursday night, when the Church was 
lighted by 40 candles, the lighted cross and 
a spotlight falling upon ‘‘The Last Sup- 
per.’’ 6 services and a wedding were held 
on Easter Day. Brother George M. Chenot, 
talented musician, spent Holy Week with 
Rev. Dr. E. F. Wiest, of Columbiana, and 
came to the East Market St. Church on 
Easter Sunday. 9 children were baptized 
at-a special service on Easter afternoon. 


At a special congregational meeting in 
Christ Church, Elizabethtown, Pa., Rev. L. 
C. T. Miller, pastor, formal action was 
taken with regard to the renovation of the 
interior of the Church. Among other im- 
provements to be made are listed the fres- 
eoing of the walls, new illumination, pulpit 
furniture, altar coverings and carpet. This 
work is to be done during the summe: 
months. During Lent the theme of the 
Sunday morning sermons was ‘‘Prayer,’’ 
the Sunday evening theme, ‘‘The Cross in 
Our Experience’’ and for the Wednesday 
evening services, ‘‘ Achieving a Life.’’? An 
adult catechetical class met every Wednes- 
day evening. 


Easter Sunday was a banner day for 
Grace Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., Rev. R. 8. 
Beaver, pastor. The cold weather did not 
keep the people from coming and a large 
number was present for Sunday School and 
a full house for Church service. The Eas- 
ter music was greatly appreciated. 28 per- 
sons were received into fellowship of the 
Church, making 40 new members since the 
dedication of the Church. The goal is 75 
new members during the year. The unified 
program for S. S. and Church is a marked 
success, solving the problem of keeping 
the Sunday School in the Church service. 


Calvary Church, Turtle Creek, Pa., Rev. 
John A. Yount, pastor, enjoyed one of the 
greatest Easter seasons in its history. The 
attendance at all the Lenten and Haster 
services, the spirit manifested, the number 
of new members received and the offerings 
made, were all that could be expected. The 
Church School reached the mark it had set 
of 300 in attendance. The members of the 
W. M.S. assisted the pastor in visiting the 
entire congregation before Haster and 
much of the credit for the fine attendance 
is due to these faithful workers. Most of 
the 20 college students belonging to Cal- 
vary were home for the Communion service. 


St. Vineent Church, Spring City, Pa., 
Rev. J. G. Kerschner, minister. Easter 
Communion well attended, 76% commun- 
ing. Offering on Easter $181. Apportion- 
ment will again be paid in full. Entertain- 
ment of the S. 8. held on Sunday evening, 
a well rendered program. Elder Frank 
Sheeder assisted the pastor in the Com- 
munion service in the place of Elder Kulp, 
deceased. The Church was beautifully 
decorated with plants. Congregational 
meeting on Easter Monday evening, at 
which Mr. Irvin Kulp and Mr. Horace 
Rambo were elected deacons, Mr. George 
Hallman elder and trustee, and Mr. Mor- 
gan Thomas elder. The ladies served re- 
freshments,. 


‘“Messenger’’ readers have been enjoy- 
ing the able and rewarding letters from 
Scotland, written by our friend, the Rev. 
John B. Noss; another of these letters will 
be found in next issue. We are looking for 
still another soon. His many friends will 
be glad to know that his thesis having 
been approved and his head properly 
‘‘bumped’’ with the black velvet cap in 
the hands of the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Edinburgh, it is now ‘‘Dr.’’ 
Noss. The degree of Ph.D. was received 
on Mar. 22, and on Apr. 24 Dr. and Mrs. 
Noss plan to leave Maybole for a short trip 
to Italy and Paris. They will sail from 
London May 26 on the S. S. Minnekahda, 
and their American address will be 318 
Columbia Ave., Palmerton, Pa. It is ex- 
pected that Dr. Noss will shortly resume 
the work of the pastorate. 


In spite of the fact that most of the con- 
gregations made the Every Member Can- 
vass last fall, a surprisingly large number 
have been making theirs this spring. Some 
of the congregations made the Canvass 
about Easter, but many more will have 
them during the latter part of April and 
early in May. A single morning mail last 
week brought three requests for literature 
concerning the Canvass with more requests 
later in the day. Helps for canvassers as 
well as informational material on the use 
of the Apportionment money is still avail- 
able from the Executive Committee of Gen- 
eral Synod, 316 Schaff Building, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 


Grace Church, Mahanoy City, Pa., Rev. 
Clinton Baver, pastor, celebrated Easter 
and observed the Holy Communion with 
appropriate dawn and evening services, 
which were quite well attended. The 
Church was beautifully decorated with 
Easter lilies and other fine plants. The 
choir rendered several excellent anthems. 
Six new members were confirmed. The 
Easter offering, $700, which will make pos- 
sible the paying of the Apportionment, and 
begin defraying the cost of the newly 
renovated Church. In delightful fellow- 
ship and with splendid co-operation the 
members of the congregation under the 
auspices of the Ladies’ Aid and _ the 
Ladies’ Bible Class made and sold 10,090 
Haster eggs. 


More than 200 Stewardship Essays have 
come to the Stewardship Department from 
the Classical judges. Even so, there is no 
way of telling accurately just how many 
Essays were actually written since each 
congregation sent only its best Essays to 
the Classical judges. However, reports 
from the Classical judges indicate that 
last year’s record of more than a thousand 
Essays was broken. The chairman of 
judges for Kentucky Classis writes: ‘‘We 
had a wonderful response this year. There 
were twenty Essays sent in from six con- 
gregations.’’ North Carolina Classis re- 
ports: ‘‘There were altogether 22 entries 
in the contest, all showing a splendid in- 
terest and well composed. We had consid- 
erable difficult in determining the Essays 
to be forwarded for general reading.’’ 
‘“«We received more Essays this year than 
on any other. The interest seems to be 
growing,’’ is the opinion of the chairman 
of judges for Allegheny Classis. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
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Germano, O., Rev. A. 8. Kresge, pastor, 
added 3 by confirmation. Offering:—Ap- 
portionment, $110 (paid in full). 

St. John’s Church, Shamokin, Pa., Dr. 
C. B. Schneder, pastor. Additions:—con- 
firmation, 44; letter, 4; re-profession, 4. 

Nittany Valley Charge, Howard, Pa., 
Rev, O. T. Moyer, pastor. Additions:— 
confirmation, 5; letter, 2. 

More than 60 Posters for the Steward- 
ship Poster Contest have been received by 
the denominational judges. 

Faith Church, Faith, N. C., Rev. J. D. 
Andrew, pastor, added 2 by confirmation 
and 3 by letter. 

St. Petersburg, Pa., Church, Rev. Will- 
iam F, Ginder, pastor, added 5 by confir- 
mation and 2 by letter. Duplex. 

St. Paul’s, Allentown, Pa., Rev. E. Elmer 
Sensenig, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
31. 

St. John’s, Kannapolis, N. C., Rev. L. A. 
Peeler, pastor. Additions:—eonfirmation, 
17; letter, 5; re-profession. 1. Duplex. 

St. Clairsville Charge, Osterburg, Pa., 
Rey. 8S. U. Waugaman, pastor. Additions: 
—confirmation, 12; letter, 3. 

First, East Mauch Chunk, Pa., Rev. D. 
F. Singley, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 11; letter, 3; re-profession, 4. 

The splendid new house of worship of 
Trinity Church, Lewistown, Pa., Dr. Fredk. 
A. Rupley, pastor, is to be dedicated on 
May 6. 

Grace (Alsace) Church, Reading, Pa., 
Rev. J. M. Mengel, pastor, added 40 by 
confirmation, 9 by re-profession and 8 by 
certificate. 

In Grace Church, Jeannette, Pa., Rev. 
Ira S. Monn, pastor. Additions:—confir- 
mation, 27; letter, 6; re-profession, 12. 
Offering:—special, $250. 

First, Lexington, N. C., Rev. Dr. J. C. 
Leonard, pastor, added 65 new members. 
Rev. H. A. Fesperman ably assisted in 10 
days’ Lenten revival services. 

Emanuel, Rochester, N. Y., Rev. Frede- 
rick H. Diehm, pastor. Additions:—con- 
firmation, 13; letter, 3; re-profession, 9. 
362 communed. 

Zion’s, Pottstown, Pa., Rev. H. A. Kos- 
man, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
31; letter, 3; re-profession, 3. Offering:— 
current, $175; Apportionment, $375. 

Second, Greensburg, Pa., Dr. Frederick 
C. Seitz, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
10; letter, 5; re-profession, 5. Offering:— 
current, $350; Apportionment, $1,070. 

St. Luke’s, North Wales, Pa., Rev. John 
M. Herzog, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 10; letter, 2. Offering:—current, 
$145.41; Apportionment, $158.36. 

Grace, York, Pa., Rev. Irvin A. Rauben- 
hold, pastor, Additions:—confirmation, 23; 
letter, 8; re-profession, 10. Offering:—cur- 
rent, $575; Apportionment, $46, 

St. John’s, Reading, Pa., Dr. Thomas H. 
Leinbach, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 25; letter, 2; re-profession, 9. Offer- 
ing:—current, $230; Apportionment, $475. 

St. John’s, Phoenixville, Pa.. Rev. A. A. 
Hartman, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 19; letter, 1; re-profession, 2. Offer- 
ing:—current, $195; Apportionment, $232. 

Fleetwood, Pa., Rev. J. B. Landis, pas- 
tor. Additions:—confirmation, 16; re-pro 
fession, 1. Offering:—current, $433.54; 
Apportionment, $107.95. 

Myerstown, Pa., Rev. David Lockart, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 27; let- 
ter, 1; re-profession, 15. Offering:—cur- 
rent, $412.24; Apportionment, $503.50. 

Trinity Church, Allentown, Pa., Dr. J. J. 
Schaeffer, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 31; letter, 10; re-profession, 7. Offer- 
ing:—current, $326; Apportionment, $700. 

Tohickon Charge, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. S. 
E Moyer, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 21; letter, 3; re-profession, 1. Offer- 
ing:—current, $700; Apportionment, $575. 


New Oxford, Pa., Charge, Rev. A. P. 
Frantz, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
8; re-profession, 2. Offering:—current, 
$248; Apportionment, $214. 

Trumbauersville, Pa., Charge, Rev. John 
B. Swartz, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 26; letter, 3; re-profession, 3. Offer- 
ing:—current, $300; Apportionment, $60. 

Rev. R. W. Blemker, of First Church, 
Canton, O., is mourning the death of his 
beloved mother, who passed away at her 
home in Germany on Mar. 30. 

Trinity, Berlin, Pa., Rev. D. S. Stephan, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 12; let- 
ter, 4; re-profession, 1. Offering:—current, 
$250; Apportionment, $180; other benevo- 
lences, $170. 

Heidelberg, York, Pa., Rev. W. Sherman 
Kerschner, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 28; letter, 9; re-profession, 5. Offer- 
ing:—current, $286; Apportionment, $584; 
Near East Relief, $591. 

First, Greensboro, N. C., Rev. H. A. Fes- 
perman, pastor, Additions:—confirmation, 
4; letter, 8; re-profession, 1. 25th anni- 
versary of congregation observed on Mar. 
4, Duplex. 

Bloomsburg, Pa., Church, Rev. John C. 
Brumbach, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 28; letter, 9; re-profession, 4. Offer- 
ing for indebtedness on Church property, 
$568.72. 

St. Peter’s, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. Charles 
D. Spotts, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 6; letter, 5; re-profession, 2. Offer- 
ing:—eurrent, $118.54; Apportionment, 
$31.70; building debt, $710. 

St. John’s, Lewisburg, Pa., Rev. H. H. 
Rupp, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
6; re-profession, 3. 15 added during the 
year. Offering:—current expenses, $152.- 
64; Apportionment, $210.91. 

Second, Reading, Pa., Dr. Elmer L. Cob- 
lentz, pastor. Additions:—-confirmation, 
16; re-profession, 1. Offering:—-current, 
$1,612.21; Apportionment and other bene- 
volences, $956.45. - 

Holy Communion administered in the 4 
Churches of the South Fork Charge, New- 
ton, N. C., Rev. W. C. Lyerly, pastor. More 
than 90% of the members were in attend- 
ance. 14 additions. 

First Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Rev. 
Homer Skyles May, pastor. Additions:— 
confirmation, 44; letter, 23; re-profession, 
31, total, 98. Offering:—current, $320; 
benevolence, $490. 506 communed. 

First Church, Ephrata, Pa., Rev. Dr. 
Martin Schleitzer, pastor. Additions.— 
confirmation, 13; letter, 2; re-profession, 2. 
Largest Communion. Dr. J. W. Meminger 
preached 4 evenings in First Church. 

In Grace Church, Philadelphia, Rev. U. 
C. Gutelius, pastor, 19 added by confirma- 
tion, 3. by letter and 4 by renewal. Offer- 
ing:—$241 current; $679 Apportionment, 
$18 other benevolences. E. R. Cooch is 
the ‘‘Messenger’’ representative. 

The Leesport Charge, Shoemakersville, 
Pa., Rev. John K. Stoudt, pastor. Addi- 
tions:—confirmation, 23; letter, 5. Offer- 
ing:—current, $200; apportionment, $83. 
14 confirmed on Palm Sunday at Leesport, 
offerings, $300. 

First Church, Greensburg, Pa., Rev. 
Lawrence E. Bair, pastor. Additions:— 
confirmation, 56; letter, 3; re-profession, 
3. Total additions for the year, 99. Offer- 
ing:—current, $632.42; Apportionment, 
$349.14, 

St. Peter’s, Punxsutawney, Pa., Rev. M. 
N. George, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 20; letter, 3; re-profession, 10. Junior 
choir sang the cantata, ‘‘Thorn Crowned 
King,’’ on Easter. 85% of members com- 
muned. 

In Zion Church, Ashland, Pa., Rev. Dr. I. 
M. Schaeffer, pastor, 638 communed, 44 
were added by confirmation, 2 by letter 
and 2 by vre-profession. The offering 
amounted to $3,738.41. The Apportion- 


($3,332.26) is now paid in full. The very 
fine Easter music was in charge of Mrs, A. 
R. Keim, organist and chorister. 

First Church, Mount Pleasant, Pa., Rev. 
Paul T. Stonesifer, pastor. Additions:— 
confirmation, 18; letter, 1; re-profession, 4. 
Apportionment paid in full. Special offer- 
ing Ministerial Relief, $100. Splendid at- 
tendance during Lent and the largest Has- 
ter Communion in years. 

Stoyestown, Pa., Charge, Rev. William 
H Snyder, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 12; letter, 1; re-profession, 8. Church 
Building Fund now is $4,619.96. $914.55 
paid to Apportionment. The Catawba Col- 
lege Endowment installments regularly 
met. 


The corner-stone laying of the new Re- 
formed Church at Royersford, Pa., Rev. 
Albert O. Bartholomew, pastor, will be 
held next Sunday afternoon with appropri- 
ate exercises. Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew 
will deliver the address, and preach also at 
the morning service, 

Palm Sunday services at Ferndale, Pa., 
were largely attended. Preparatory and 
Communion services at which nearly 200 
communed were observed at 10.20 A. M. 
Ten were confirmed and one received by 
letter. Offering over $200. Rev. J. W. 
Gilds is pastor. 

In the Shelby, O., Church, Rev. E. 8. 
Hassler, pastor, great numbers attended 
the Easter services, making it necessary 
to open class-rooms to accommodate the 
people. Largest Communion for years, with 
liberal offerings. 18 accessions and 3 bap- 
tisms. 

Special services were held during Lent 
and Holy Week in Trinity Chureh, Han- 
over, Pa., Rev. Marsby J. Roth, D. D., pas- 
tor. 1,001 communed. 48 were added by 
confirmation, 6 by re-profession and 10 by 
letter. Offerings: Apportionment, $1,127, 
and Current Expenses, $456. The Church 
was beautifully decorated for the Easter 
season. 

Grace Church, Hazleton, Pa., Rev. W. 
Toennes, pastor. Services every evening 
of Passion Week, with 4 well-attended ser- 
vices on Easter Day. 33 confirmed, 9 re- 
ceived otherwise. 733 communed. Offer- 
ing for missions, $365. The congregation 
celebrates its 81st anniversary Apr. 22. 
Rey. O. M. Pioch, of Phila., will preach. 

Rev. Orris W. Haulman, of Graec 
Church, Akron, O., had the joy to receive 


about 100 new members at the Easter sea- 


son, Palm Sunday and Easter services 
largely attended. On Palm Sunday and 
during Holy Week the messages were 
brought by the Editor of the ‘‘Messen- 
ger.’? 

Rey. Elmer G. Leinbach, of Palmyra, Pa., 
reports a glorious Easter season. The well- 
attended Palm Sunday, Holy Week, Con- 
firmation and Communion services were an 
inspiration. Accessions, 26. On Easter 
afternoon 10 children baptized. Appor- 
tionment, as always, paid in full. The 
pastor preached a special sermon to the 
Palmyra Fire Co. on April 15. 


Mr. H. G. Witmeyer, Supt. of the ‘‘Gos- 
pel Mission and Welfare Association,’’ of 
Rochester, N. Y., writes to Dr. R. C. Zart- 
man as follows: ‘‘TI read prayerfully your 
pamphlets on evangelism and have been 
greatly inspired by them. Could I procure 
copies to place in the hands of my personal 
workers?’’ Extra copies are available to 
all who write for them. 


Rev. Dr. A. Earl Kernahan, of Boston, 
will conduct a campaign of Visitation 
Evangelism in Chambersburg, Pa., com- 


mencing on Sunday, April 22, 1928, This 


affords a splendid opporunity for our 


Reformed pastors of that region to see — 


Dr. Kernahan in action. He is one of the 


most noted and most successful adminis- 


trators in this field. Dr, Zartman, Su 
of Evangelism, will be present in this eam 
paign from start to finish, al 
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NOTICE—The Library of the late Rev. 
L. D. Steckel is for Sale. Information 
concerning the same may be obtained by 
addressing The Misses Steckel School, 
Greensburg, Pa. 


Christ, Roaring Spring, Pa., Rev. Howard 
8S. Fox, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
12; letter, 2. Offering:—current, $40; Ap- 
portionment, $30; other benevolences, $130. 

Christ, Bath, Pa., Dr. W. U. Helffrich, 
pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 12; let- 
ter, 4; re-profession, 3. Offering:—current, 
$510. 


In Paradise Church, Spring Grove, Pa., 
Rey. E. V. Stasbaugh, pastor, one added 
by confirmation, 21 by letter and 2 by re- 
profession. Offering, $256. Duplex sys- 
tem used. 


In St. Luke’s Church, Trappe, Pa., Rev. 
Arthur C. Ohl, pastor, 9 added by confir- 
mation, 4 by letter and 1 by re-profession. 
Offering:—current expenses, $822.40; Ap- 
portionment, $435.84, 


In the Bedford, Pa., Church, Rev. J. 
Albert Eyler, pastor, 13 added by confirma- 
tion, 6 by letter and 12 by re-profession. 
Offering:—current expenses, $50; Appor- 
tionment, $445. 


Christ Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. W. 
T. Harner, pastor, received 8 by confirma- 
tion, 2 by letter and 2 by re-profession. 
Offering:—current expenses, $169; Appor- 
tionment, $281; total, $450 


St. Paul’s Church, Laneaster, Pa., Dr. T. 
A. Alspach, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion and adult baptism, 43; renewal, 9; 
letter, 29. 1,005 were present in Sunday 
School on Easter Day. 


St. Paul’s, Baltimore, Md., Dr. Lloyd E. 
Coblentz, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion, 17; letter, 5; re-profession, 19. Offer- 
ing:—current, $160; Apportionment, $85.- 
75; other benevolences, $63. 

St. John’s, Tamaqua, Pa., Rev. J. Arthur 
Schaeffer, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
20; letter, 10; re-profession, 8. Offering, 
Apportionment, $510. Apportionment of 
$2,452 paid in full. 

St. John’s, Riegelsville, Pa., Rev. Samuel 
J. Kirk, pastor. Additions:—confirmation, 
3; letter, 1; re-profession, 5. Offering for 
Apportionment, $43.93. S. S. Lenten offer- 
ings, $118. 

Emmanuel’s, Hazleton, Pa., Rev. Dr. Se- 
fellen E. Stofflet, pastor. Additions:— 
confirmation, 24; letter, 11; re-profession, 
3. Offering:—current, $266; Apportion- 
ment, $140; tithe, $83.10. 

Christ, Hagerstown, Md., Dr. Conrad 
Clever, pastor. Additions:—certificate, 17; 
baptism (adults), 4; confirmatiin, 14; re- 
profession, 4. Offering:—current, $159; 
benevolence, $660. 

In Middletown, Md., Church, Rev. John 
S. Adam, pastor, 24 added by confirmation. 
$326.89 received for current expenses, Ap- 
portionment paid in full and $183.85 for 
other benevolences. | 

Trinity First Church, York, Pa., Rev. 
Samuel H. Stein, D. D., pastor, added 14 
by confirmation, 3 by letter and 2 by re- 
profession. Easter offering generous. Palms 
and lillies used as decorations distributed 
among the sick. . 

Holy Communion will be observed on 
April 22 in the Fayette, N. Y., Community 
Church, Rey. H. 8. Nicholson, pastor. The 
condition of the country roads made it im- 
possible to hold this service earlier. 

The Roanoke, Va., Church, Rev. J. W. 
Huffman, pastor, added 2 by confirmation, 
6 by letter and 3 by re-profession. Offer- 
ing:—$45 for current expenses, and $125 
for Apportionment (paid in full). 


St. Stephen’s Church, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. 
Howard Obold, pastor, added 7 by confir- 
mation, 5 by letter and 2 by re-profession. 
Offering:—current expenses, $290; Appor- 
tionment, $350; other benevolences, $80. 


riniGy,  Lamaquasneas,. Dr. A. ©; 
Thompson, pastor. Additions:—confirma- 
tion 40; letter 4; reprofession, 6. Offering 
Apportionment, $500. Special musical ser- 
vice April 3. Good attendance at all Holy 
Week and Easter services. 

In Zion Church, Nanticoke, Pa., Rev. 
Robert W. Hucke, pastor, 11 were added by 
confirmation, 1 by letter and 7 by re-pro- 
fession. $200 for current expenses and $50 
for Apportionment. 200 new members re- 
ceived during the year. 

Special week-night services were held 
during Lent in Zion Church, Baltimore, 
Md., Rev. Alfred Grether, pastor. Addi- 


_ tions:—confirmation, 9; re-profession, 12. 


Inspiring musical program on Palm Sun- 
day evening. 

Calvary Church, Turtle Creek, Pa., Rev. 
John A. Yount, pastor, added 22 by con- 
fi:mation, 4 by letter and 10 by re-profes- 
sion. Offerings:—current expenses, $160; 
Apportionment, $115, and other benevo- 
lences, $38. 


Memorial Church, Toledo, O., Rev. Perry 
H. Baumann, pastor. Additions:—11. 
Easter offering, $180. Mid-week offerings, 
$300. Choir appeared in robes for the first 
time when they presented Stainer’s ‘‘Cru- 
cifixion.’? 

St. Paul’s, West Hazleton, Pa., Rev. J. 
K. Karl Stadelmann, pastor. Additions:— 
confirmation, 15; letter, 8; re-profession, 8. 
Offering:—current, $129.58; benevolences, 
$213.97. Beautiful Easter cantata, ‘‘ Hos- 
anna,’’ rendered by the choir on Palm 
Sunday. 


Olivet-Trinity, Reading, Pa., Rev. F. A. 
Sterner, pastor. Additions, Olivet:—con- 
firmation, 9; re-profession, 9. Trinity:— 
confirmation, 10; letter, 18; re-profession, 
23. Offering: Olivet, $108; Trinity, $404. 
$1,800 contributed by auxiliary organiza- 
tions of Trinity for indebtedness on new 
8. S. annex. 


St. Stephen’s, York, Pa., Rev. Howard F. 
Boyer, minister, added 19 by confirmation 
and 10 by letter. During the past few 
months 32 others were added. The Sun- 
day School, Mr. W. Lester Boyd, Superin- 
tendent, established a new record attend- 
ance of 322. 


St. John’s, Larimer, Pa., Rev. G. A. 
Teske, pastor, had splendid Easter ser- 
vices. In morning Church filled, some 
foreed to stand; 24 received, which makes 
an even 100 uniting with the congregation 
in one year. Eleven infants were baptized 
ou Easter morning. St. John’s had the 
largest Communion in its history. 

Word has been received from Catawba 
College that on Saturday night, April 7th, 
the dramatie club of Catawba College, The 
Blue Masque, won at Chapel Hill, N. C., 
the first place in the State-wide dramatic 
contest staged by the State University and 
open to all the colleges. The Blue Masque 
won the prize last year and naturally is 
elated at its second consecutive victory. 

St. John’s Church, Orwigsburg, Pa., Rev. 
H. J. Herber, pastor, Additions:—confir- 
mation, 138; re-profession, 4; letter, 1. 
Offering:—current expenses, $375; Appor- 
tionment, $125; Ministerial Relief, $260. 
28 received during the year. Sunday 
School attendance averages 439. 

Memoriial Church, Easton, Pa., Rev. 
John P. Diffenderfer, pastor. Additions:— 
confirmation, 33; letter, 5; re-profession, 
21. 8 children and 2 adults were baptized. 
Total offerings, $2,011.54. Mr, Harry E. 
Paisley, Phila., spoke at the reception for 
new members on Apr. 11. 

Over 1,200 persons attended the services 
on April 1 and 4 when the choral society 
of St. Stephen’s Church, Perkasie, Pa., 
Rev. Howard Obold, pastor, assisted by 
Mrs. Raymond 8S. Cope, Mrs. Paul S. Gu- 
lick, Mr. John Hunsberger and Mr, Clar- 
ence Schanely, rendered the cantata, ‘‘Oli- 
vet to Calvary.’’ 


Dr. William H. Erb, 671 George St., Nor- 


ristown, conducted the Communion service 
at Brownback’s Chureh on Easter Sunday 
forenoon and in the evening made an ad- 
dress at the C. E, Easter festival. In the 
afternoon he preached at St. Peter’s of the 
same charge. Dr. Erb, being without a 
charge, is devoting his time in supplying 
vacant pulpits. 

With the addition of 42 members, the 
Apportionment paid in full and an increase 
in the pastor’s salary of $200, the Wapwal- 
lopen, Pa., Charge, enters the new Classi- 
cal year, despite the strike in the mines, 
with new zeal and confiidence. The Easter 
Communions were the largest, numerically, 
during the 7 years’ pastorate of Rev. E, W. 
Stonebraker. 

Rev. A. E. Truxal, D. D., supplied the 
two congregations of the Denmark Manor 
Charge in Westmoreland Classis, morning 
and afternoon, three Sundays in succes- 
sion, ending on Easter Sunday, with Com- 
munion in both Churches. This is a good 
charge now vacant. Persons wishing to 
make inquiry in regard to it can write to 
W. H. Glunt, Export, Pa., R. D. 

The ‘‘Messenger’’ of April 5 contained. a 
short editorial entitled, ‘‘The Superior Per- 
son.’’ This was erroneously signed ‘‘W. 
Hi. K.’’? Our old friend, Dr. W. E. Krebs, 
of Lancaster, writes to say that he has 
been congratulated on the ability and 
value of that editorial, but ‘‘does not like 
to sail under false colors.’’ He is correct 
in his conjecture that the initials should 
have been ‘‘W. F. K.’’, and that credit 
should go to the Rev. William F, Kosman. 


Special services were held Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday preceding Easter 
Communion service in Bethlehem Church, 
Shrewsbury, Pa., Rev. C. M. Mitzell. pas- 
tor. Additions:—confirmation, 5; letter, 3; 
re-profession, 1, 205 communed. On April 
9 memorial services held for the 7 mem- 
bers who died during the year, This was 
followed by the annual congregational 
meeting. Mr. Ira J. Stiffler was elected el- 
der and Mr. Charles H. Bailey deacon. 
Present membership, 281. The finest har- 
mony prevails. 

St. Mark’s Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. O. 
M. Pioch, pastor, is greatly rejoicing over 
signal blessings received during the Len- 
ten season. The attendance upon the spe- 
cial Lenten services conducted by the pas- 
tor was remarkable. Easter Day was a 
pleasing climax with the highest attend- 
ance of the present pastorate, and 360 
members communing. The Easter offering 
of $1,356 speaks well of the great interest 
and generosity of St. Mark’s. 11 new 
members were received, bringing the total 
of the present pastorate to 70. 


The 3rd annual session of the Baltimore- 
Washington Classis will open May 14 at 8 
P. M. at Grace Church, Baltimore, Rev. 8. 
A. Troxell, pastor. Rev. John G. Grimmer, 
Stated Clerk, reminds the members that 
parochial reports should be returned to the 
Stated Clerk 2 weeks before the opening 
date and credentials for delegates should 
be mailed to him in advance, giving full 
name of primarius and secundus, with the 
address. All monies payable to the treas- 
urer of Classis should. be in his hands by 
May 4. 

Much interest is being aroused in the 
great Christian pilgrimage which is being 
planned for the delegation of 300 Japanese 
Christians who are coming to the World’s 
Sunday School Convention in Los Angeles. 
This is a project in international co-opera- 
tion which should prove of great value to 
the Sunday Schools of Japan, in which 
200,000 are now enrolled. It is expected 
that this delegation will visit a great many 
American cities during the summer, and 
it is hoped to raise a Goodwill Fund for 
the religious education of the Japanese 
youth. Any checks for this purpose can 
be made payable to Paul Sturtevant, treas- 
urer, and sent to Dr. 8. D. Price, World’s 
Sunday School Association, 216 Metropoli- 
tan Tower, New York City. 
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“.... To permit this college [Catawba] to die is unthinkable .... Synod endorses the desire of the board of 
érustees, the faculty and the friends of the institution to change the standing of the college from that of a 
junior college to that of a Grade ‘A’ college .... Synod pledges its moral and financial support to Catawba 
college, so vital to the life and growth of our denomination in the South, asking our pastors to open their 
pulpits as soon as possible to its representatives, pleading with our men and women of means to consider 


ét as a place of most fruitful investment ....° * 


HUS BEGAN a new era for Catawba College. 
ak For seventy-two years this institution had 
stood at Newton, North Carolina, and then it 
was closed in 1923 because of lack of funds. “To 
permit this college to die is unthinkable,” declared 
the General Synod, and it was upon the action taken 
by the Synod, meeting in 1923, that Catawba’s 
renaissance was based. 


A movement for the resur- 
rection of the college began 
with the purchase of land and a 
building at Salisbury, North 
Carolina, and the transfer of 
the institution there. The new 
era was under way. 


*From the “Acts and Proceedings of the 
General Synod of the Reformed Church 
in the United States,” May 23, 1923. 


Sound Administration 
Excellent Faculty 


General Synod, in line with its policy of 
permitting only one appeal before the Church 
at one time, has set aside the period of from 
April 15 to May 30 for the Catawba College 
effort. Headquarters for the campaign have 
been opened at 314 Commonwealth Building, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. From this office 
all details of the appeal will be handled. 


A 


CARRYING 


The college was authorized to seek $150,000 in 
the Reformed Church in North Carolina, $200,000 
in the Church outside of North Carolina and $50,000 
in the city of Salisbury. 


Upon the basis of this authorization the college 
was reopened in 1925 at Salisbury, and since that 
time has been developing steadily into a first-class 

institution of learning. 


This growth has been based 
upon the authorization and en- 
dorsement of the Synod and the 
support given by those who 
promised aid. North Carolina 
Reformed Church members 
came through with a will, and 
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South Faculty Hall, Catawba College 


Achievement! 


subscribed their $150,000. Salisbury citizens sub- 
scribed not merely their $50,000 goal, but $100,000 
in addition. The members of the Reformed Church 
outside North Carolina had subscribed $75,000 of 
their pledge of $200,000. 


Thus from a closed college in 1923 and 1924, 
Catawba has developed, with the support of its con- 
stituency, into a truly excellent institution in 1928. 
The college now has, in addition to its administration 
building, which was the nucleus of the new school, a 
girls’ dormitory, Zartman Hall; a Home Economics 
building, a Faculty Hall, a gymnasium, a residence, 
and a good athletic field. 


And all this in just three years—since the re-open- 
ing in 1925. 


Surely this is an educational achievement worthy 
of the support of everybody 
who has at heart the interest of 
Christian Education. 


Yes, Catawba College has ad- 
vanced, but has not yet reached 
that goal set by the General 
Synod, the attaining of a Grade 
“A” college rating and mem- 


annuitants. 
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Catawba College will gladly accept Annuity 
Gifts from individuals as subscriptions to 
this fund. Upon these gifts the college will 
pay 6 per cent. to annuitants under 60 years 
of age, 7 per cent. to donors 60 to 70 years, 
and 8 per cent. to donors over 70 years. 
Interest on these payments, of course, will 
cease upon the death of the annuitant or 


bership in the Association of Colleges of the South- 
ern States. To do this Catawba needs $150,000 for 
endowment and buildings to meet the Association 
standards for accredited institutions. 


Of this $150,000, Mr. B. N. Duke, North Carolina 
philanthropist, has offered $25,000 on condition that 
the college raise $125,000 by June 10, 1928. The 
offer seems providential in view of the fact that 
$125,000 remains unsubscribed of the $200,000 
pledged to the school from the Reformed Church 
outside North Carolina. 


General Synod has set aside the period of April 
15 to May 30 for Catawba to go into the Church and 
seek subscriptions to this $125,000 fund. This will 
be the only appeal before the Church in general dur- 
ing that period. Here is an opportunity to help ad- 
vance the cause of Christian 
Education through this institu- 
tion which merits your support 
through its phenomenal growth 
in the three years since its re- 
opening. Here is an opportunity 
to shareinthe glory and honorof 
this Educational Achievement. 


Christian Leadership 


Christian Training 
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The Missionary and Stewardship Com- 
mittees of Philadelphia Classis awarded $5 
each for the best Stewardship Essay of 
each of the 4 groups specified by the Com- 
mittee of General Synod. The following 


persons received the rewards. Group A, 
Miss Fanny Fitzgerald, Trinity Church, 
Collegeville; Group B, Miss Phyllis Weber, 
Mt. Hermon C hureh , Pl vila. ; Group C, Miss 
Mary E. Peters, St. Andrew’s Chureh, 
Phila.; Group D, Miss Ruth H. Peters, St. 
Andrew’s Chureh, Phila. 


Jerusalem Reformed-Lutheran Church, 
Almont, Pa., Rev. John B. Swartz, pastor, 
sustained serious damages through light- 
ning, March 29th. The bolt set fire to the 
steeple, burning it down to the roof of the 
Church. The terrifie explosion of the bolt 
shattered the building throughout. The re- 
pairs call for a new tower, bell, roofing 
throughout, ceiling and redecorations. The 
Church carries adequate insurance to cover 
damages. There seems to be a growing sen- 
timent for building an addition to the 
Church for Sunday School purposes. The 
rebuilding of the shattered Church offer 
advantages for doing it in connection with 
the present repair work. 

On Sunday evening the choir of the First 
Church, East Mauch Chunk, Pa., Rev. D. F. 
Singley, pastor, rendered a cantata en- 
titled, ‘‘The Resurrection and Life,’’ by 
Ira B. Wilson. The choir consisted of 28 
voices. Mr. E. E, Rinker, chorister, was in 
charge of the cantata. Miss Ruth Mum- 
mey, organist, presided at the organ. The 
solo parts were taken by Elizabeth Rohl- 
fing, Rachel Swank, Raymond Peters and 
Winslow Peters. The Communion services 
throughout Easter were very well attended. 
Out of an active membership of 293, 248 
communed. A special Easter service was 
rendered by the Sunday School at 9.45 A. 
M. Miss Rachel Swank, a member of G. 
M. G., had charge of the exercises. 


In the Kannapolis Charge, N. C., Rev. 
L. A. Peeler, pastor the pre-Easter season 
was a very busy one. Miss Alliene De- 
Chant spoke on Mar. 27 in St. John’s 
Church, at which time the local W. M. S. 
was hostess to the Federated Missionary 
Societies of Kannapolis. On Mar. 28 a 
series of evangelistic services began with 
Rey. A. O. Leonard as preacher. 17 were 
received by confirmation, 5 by letter and 
1 by re-profession on Easter Sunday. The 
Communion service was the largest in the 
history of the congregation. 3 young peo- 
ple were confirmed in St. Paul’s Church 
and a large percentage of the membership 
communed. A Song and Story Service was 
rendered at the evening hour. An illumi- 
nated cross was used among the decora- 
tions. 


St. John’s Church, of Freeland, Pa., 
which has been vacant since Jan. Ist, had 
an exceedingly encouraging Haster season. 
On March 25 an election was held for a 
new pastor which resulted in the choice of 
Mr. George Kohler, a senior in the Semi- 
nary at Lancaster. On Palm Sunday 21 
young people, 7 girls and 14 boys, were 
confirmed. Mr. George Woodring, a deacon 
and secretary of the consistory, had kept 
up the catechetical work. Two additional 
members were received by renewal. On 
Easter Sunday 328 members communed and 
the offerings for the Apportionment were 
$531. St. John’s congregation has not 
failed to pay its Apportionment in full for 
35 years. This is an admirable record. The 
cushions in the Church pews were re- 
covered at an expense of $500 and were 
delivered from Wilkes-Barre after the ser- 
vice on Good Friday evening. The services 
in St. John’s Church the past four Sun- 
days were conducted by Rev. D. W. Kerr, 
of Bloomsburg, who is doing supply work. 


Wonderful services were held in Karmel 
Church, W. Phila., Pa., Rev. W. G. Weiss, 
pastor. The pastor conducted German Len- 
ten services every Wednesday evening and 
English every Friday evening, and we 


thank God that these services were 
better attended than in any of the 
previous years. These services reacher their 
height during Holy Week, when services 
were held every night. A German Com- 
munion service took place on Good Friday 
evening. The public examination of the 
eatechumens took place on Mar. 25, when 
12 boys and 12 girls gave a wonderful 
testimony of their faith. Confirmation was 
held on Palm Sunday morning, when the 
Chureh was filled to the doors. In the 
evening, 139 answered to the roll call of all 
former catechumens. Rey. Eugene L. Me- 
Lean, D. D., gave a short interesting ad- 
dress at this service. The largest number 
in the history of the Church communed on 
Easter day. In the evening the S. 8. 
rendered a very interesting program and 
each member received an Haster token. 
The Church was very tastefully decorated. 
The very liberal offering was for the bene- 
fit of the building fund for the new S. S. 
building. 

Prof. Theodore F. Herman, D. D., of the 
Seminary at Lancaster, was the guest 
preacher every evening during Holy Week 
in Christ Church, Latrobe, Pa., Rev. Ralph 
E. Hartman, minister. His theme was 
‘“The Man Nobody Knows,’’ with the sub- 
jects, ‘*My Lord,’’? ‘‘My Brother,’’ ‘“My 
Teacher,’’ ‘‘My Friend, 9 <¢My Saviour’? 
and “My Master.’’ Dr. Herman also 
spoke to the Ministerial Association of 
Westmoreland Classis on the _ subject, 
‘‘Barth.’’? He spoke to the local Rotary 
and Kiwanis Clubs and to the High 
School student-body. Dr. Herman is al- 
ways very generous with his time and 
talents in our midst. This was his sixth 
annual visit. On a number of occasions he 
was presented as the assistant minister of 
Christ Church, with leave of absence each 
year of 51 weeks. Dr. Herman was en- 
tertained in the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
H. Flickinger. Mr. Flickinger is the re- 
tiring president of the Latrobe Rotary 
Club. Rev. Mr. Hartman has been elected 
President of the Rotary Club for the next 
year. Twenty-three members were re- 
ceived and the Easter Day offering was 
nearly $600. 
Ministerial Relief Campaign. 

In St. Peter’s Church, Apple Creek, O., 
the Rev. H. F. J. Uberroth, pastor, Easter 
Day was ushered in with a dawn service at 
6.30 P. M. All of the services were marked 
by a vibrant manifestation of spiritual fer- 
vor. The second largest attendance in the 
60 years of service greeted the Sunday 
School Supt., R. D. Shook. The 11 A. M. 
service of the Holy Communion was pro- 
nounced the most impressive and reverent 
ever witnessed. The attendance at this 
service was most gratifying, despite a rag- 
ing storm. The musie by the choir under 
the leadership of Mrs. Dr. N. C. Mayer 
brought forth much praise. The large or- 
chestra under the leadership of Gordon 
Beam proved a real blessing, 11 new mem- 
bers were received; $613 was placed upon 
the altar. The new chancel furniture in 
rich, hand-carved oak wood with walnut 
finish, is now being installed. Elaborate 
preparations are being made to care for the 
many former members coming from the 
cities of Northern Ohio to witness the de- 
dication service on April 29th at 11 A. M. 
On Good Friday from 12 noon until 3 P. M. 
a three-hour service was held in the Re- 
formed Church with the pastor loci in 
charge of the altar service. The pastors 
of the two other Churches, together with 
the Rev. F. HE. Zechiel, retired pastor of 
the local Church, delivering the medita- 
tions on the ‘‘Seven Last Words From the 
Cross. ’’ 

Central Church, Dayton, Ohio, Rev. Wal- 
ter W. Rowe, pastor. The Easter services 
in Central Church came to a climax on 
Easter Sunday night when the choir rend- 
ered .‘‘The Last Seven Words of the 
Cross,’’ by DuBois. The day began with 
a beautiful Young People’s sunrise service 


$1,500 has been paid on the’ 


and breakfast, followed with Sunday 
School. At the morning worship the Holy 
Communion was observed and also 4 in- 
fants were baptized. The auditorium was 
crowded, with many visitors present. Music 
and decorations fitting. Much interest has 
been manifested in the work of the Church 
recently. On Palm Sunday and Good Fri- 
day night, crowded to capacity. Confirmed 
19, and added 27 by re-profession and let- 
ter, making a total of 46. A very beauti- 
ful Baptismal Font has been placed in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Kuhns 
by their sons. This is recognized as one 
of the most beautiful fonts that can be se- 
cured, which will add very much to the ap- 
pearance of the auditorium. The basement 
of the Parish House which is now com- 
pleted and used by the Boy Scouts as well 
as other organizations is the contribution 
of Mr. Fred Kohnle. Also Mrs. Fred 
Young has made added improvements in 
the kitchen and dining room. For these 
evidences of interest we are very grateful. 
We could not wish for a better spirit than 
exists in the work at present. Every day 
impresses us with the fact that there is a 
great challenge and opportunity that eomes 
to us in Central Church. 


The 49th annual session of Portland, 
Ore., Classis will be held in St. John’s. 
Church, Tilamock, Ore., beginning May 
31. All reports should be in the hands of 
the proper officers at least 10 days before. 
Parochial reports and congregational sta- 
tistics should be sent to the president, Rev. 
L, Selzer. Reports on benevolence to Rev. 
J. L. Conrad, report on education to Rev. 
Aon. Lienkaemper. Pastors are urged to 
be accurate. The Classical year closes 
April 30. Credentials should be sent to 
the Stated Clerk, Rev. A. E. Wyss. Mem- 
bers must not expect entertainment unless 
they notify, in advance, the pastor loci, 
Rev. W. G. Lienkaemper. The program 
includes the opening sermon on Thursday 
evening by the president. The Communion 
service on Friday at 9 A. M. will be in 
charge of Revs. G. Hafner and E. J. 
Scheidt. On Friday at 8 P: M., Rev. 8. 
Kowta will speak on ‘‘Our Work Among 
the Japanese in California,’’ The English 
service on Sunday at 10 A. M. will be in 
charge of Rev. C. H. Riedesel with Rev. W. 
P. Thiel as secundus, and the German ser- 


‘vice at 11 A. M. will be in charge of Rev. 


EK. G. Scheidt with Rey. M. Denny as 
secundus. On Sunday afternoon at 2 
o’clock there will be an English service on 
Ministerial Relief in charge of Revs, W. P. 
Thiel and A. F. Lienkaemper, and a Ger- 
man service on the subjeet of ‘‘Hduea- 
tion,’’ in charge of Revs. G. J. Zenk and 
G. Hafner. 


UNATTACHED CHRISTIANS 


‘There are many unattached Christians 
in Canton. They have no Chureh home. 
They had a Church home, but they are far 
away from it. Their name is on a Church 
book, but it is far away. There was a time 
when they had a sense of responsibility to — 
their Church. That sense has vanished. 
The day was when they engaged in Chureh 
work, but that day is gone. How many 
thousands of such persons there are in 
Canton nobody knows. We hope that some 
of them may by chance read what is here 
written. It is a mistake to be an unat- 
tached Christian. A Christian is a mem- 
ber of a family. He belongs to his broth- 
ers and sisters. He cannot grow normally 
except in the atmosphere of a home. When a 
Christian removes from one city to another, ~ 
he does not cease to be a member of the 
Church, nor does he escape the responsi- 
bilities and duties which belong to all the . 
followers of Christ. He may shirk these — 
duties, but they are still his neverthe 3. a 
He may fail to realize his Church ob 
tions, but they remain his just the same. — 
It is the duty of every Christian Kath nton — 
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Jesus’ followers, who are banded together 
for worship and work. A Christian cannot 
grow in isolation. The Christian life is a 
social life. We are bound together by ties 
which are eternal, and it is only when we 
work and pray together that we come into 
a full knowledge of the love of Christ. 
The reason why hundreds of professing 
Christians make shipwrecks of their faith 
when they come into the city is because 
they hold aloof from the Church. Not 
having a Church home they become tramps 
and vagabonds. Little by little they lose 
interest in spiritual things, and many of 
them end by taking a place in the seat of 
the scornful.’’—The Bulletin of Trinity 
Church, Canton, Ohio, Rev. Dr. Henry 
Nevin Kerst, pastor. 


PREPARING EXACT AND RELIABLE 
ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORTS 


J. Rauch Stein, D. D., Stated Clerk of 
General and of Eastern Synods 


The authorized Statistical Blanks of the 
General Synod were sent out, in sufficient 
quantity for the current year, to the Classi- 
eal Stated Clerks early in March. This 
year each Classical supply included a sam- 
ple sheet showing how to prepare reports 
that are mathematically correct as to com- 
municant membership and total benevo- 
lences. These sample sheets also indicated 
where errors are most frequently and 
easily made. Classical Stated Clerks are 
able, if they so desire, to secure sufficient 
copies of the same to provide each pastor 
with a copy. 

By April Ist it is possible that each 
pastor, supply pastor or the Secretary of 
the Consistory in a vacant charge will have 
received the blanks from his Classis for the 
individual pastoral charge. Last year, 
1927, forty-two Classes, out of a possible 
sixty, returned mathematically correct re- 
ports for the congregational statistics 
(Blank No. 1). In order to attain the per- 
fect goal for our entire Reformed Church 
every pastor should assume responsibility 
for returning his own report in their most 
desirable and exemplary form. See Article 
84 of the Constitution. 

Each Classis can insure itself against 
failure to attain perfection as a Classis. by 
giving its Stated Clerk authority to cor- 
rect any errors in mathematical computa- 
tion that might creep into parochial re- 
ports before sending in the totals for the 
Classis to the General Synod’s Stated Clerk 
for summarizing and printing in the An- 
nual Year Book of the Reformed Church. 

The following suggestions are given for 
the guidance and encouragement of pastors 
who are solicitous for providing carefully 
prepared and reliable reports:— 

1. Prepare the parochial reports—three 
forms (for congregation, Sunday School 
and Young People’s Statistics) at least 
ten days in advance of the opening of 
the Annual Classical Meeting in the 
spring. 

2. See that the new report for congrega- 
tion (Blank No. 1) begins with the 
membership as given in the last report. 
This will now be the record in column 
(8) ‘*Present Membership’’ as reported 
and printed last spring. 

8. Add to this ‘‘Membership Last Re- 
port’’ the total gains during the year; 
then subtract the total losses and this 
will give you your mathematically cor- 
rect Present Membership for 1928. 

4, Enter the record of various benevolent 
contributions in the columns to which 
they rightly belong and see that the 
column marked ‘‘Total of All Benevo- 
ence’’ is the exact sum of all the pre- 
ceeding eight columns. This will com- 
plete the requirement for producing a 
parochial report that is mathematically 
accurate. 

5. See further that the ‘‘Total Sunday 
School Enrollment,’’ which you enter 
on Blank No. 1 (congregational report) 
and the ‘‘Total Enrollment,’’ which is 
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entered on Blank No. 2 (Sunday School 
Report) absolutely agree. To insure 
this agreement the entry on Blank No. 
1 had better be deferred until Blank 
No. 2 has been fully completed. 


6. When these Parochial Blanks Nos. 1, 2 


and 3 have been carefully filled out, 
send them all on without delay to the 
Classical Stated Clerk, or to the breth- 
ren specially appointed by your Classis 
for receiving and tabulating them. 
Make it possible for these tabulators to 
complete their work and have their re- 
port in form for presentation to Classis 
at the opening of its sessions. This is 
thoughtful, kind, and, therefore, Chris- 
tian. This work ought not to be done 
while the Classis is in session; since 
every delegate should endeavor at that 
time to be on the floor of Classis to par- 
ticipate in its deliberations. 


7. Column 9, giving the record of those 


who communed during the year is in- 
tended to furnish a report of all the 
enrolled members for current Classical 
year, from its beginning to its end, who 
communed during said year, even 
though some of these were dismissed or 
died in that year. 


8. In recording the Benevolences of the 


congregation, the pastor, supply pastor, 

or representative of the consistory (for 

a vacant charge) should enter in the 

proper column:— 

(a) All amounts actually contributed 
by the congregation for the Appor- 
tionment Causes. These constitute 
our denominational program. 

(b) Add to this any additional sums 
given by the Sunday School, Aid 
Society, Men’s Organizations, 
Young People’s Society, and by in- 
dividual members who are willing 
to report personal gifts for denomi- 
national work, ete., for these Ap- 
portionment Causes. 

(ec) Under ‘‘Other Denominational Be- 
nevolences’’ should be entered con- 
tributions for the American Bible 
Society, The Phoebe and other Old 
Folks’ Homes, The Philadelphia 


School for Christian Workers, The 
Reformed Church Historical So- 
ciety, ete. 

(d) ‘‘Benevolences Outside of the De- 
nomination’’ include offerings for 
the Pennsylvania or the State 
Councils of Churches, City Federa- 
tion of Churches, Anti-Saloon 
League, the Lord’s Day Alliance, 
Red Cross Enrollment, Work of the 
YY. MiaO.As,andeke  W. C.-A.. ete, 


In thus listing the Benevolences of the 
Congregation and all its organizations on 
Congregational Blank (No. 1) care should 
be taken so that all the contributions re- 
corded on the Sunday School and the 
Young People’s Blank are included; but 
also that there are no duplications. Further, 
in order to prepare a true and complete re- 
port of the givings of the congregation, 
the contributions made by the Women’s 
Missionary Organizations should also be 
included in the Congregational Report 
(Blank No. 1). 


THE CHURCH AND UNEMPLOYMENT 


The extent of unemployment in the 
United States at this time is not known 
for a certainty. It is known, however, 
that the situation is serious, whether we 
take the conservative statement of the 
United States Department of Labor that 
1,800.000 are out of work, or other esti- 
mates as high as 4,000,000 and above. 
Several millions of our population, includ- 
ing those out of work and their families, 
are having ‘‘hard times,’’ and in the min- 
ing fields suffering is acute. 

This is a time when we face again the 
meaning of the story of the Good Samari- 
tan. I was requested by the Federal Coun- 
cil’s Commission on Social Service, at a 
recent meeting, to set forth this situation 
before our constituency through our Church 
papers, and to recommend that wherever 
there is serious unemployment our 
Churches take an active part in the relief 
of the families in their own congregations, 
and in the community efforts at relief. 


>] 
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Federal Council’s Recommendations 


The Administrative Committee of the 
Federal Council at its meeting on February 
24, approved of the following specific 
recommendations to pastors: 

Bring the facts about unemployment and 
information about local conditions before 
your congregation. Say to them: the time 
has come to share. Check up the unem- 
ployed in the congregation and discover 
cases of distress. It may be desirable to 
organize a Church committee. Visit such 
homes frequently for encouragement. Se- 
cure part-time employment from employ- 
ers, or at odd jobs in homes, or make loans 
or outright gifts sufficient to tide the 
family over the emergency. Bread lines 
and public feeding are usually undesirable. 
The self-respect and self-help of those out 
of work must be conserved as much as pos- 
sible. Send unknown applicants for aid 
to the central organization for relief, or in- 
vestigate carefully. Careful records are 
important, and likewise use of the con- 
fidential exchange; but self-respecting 
workers who have never been registered in 
charity organizations should not be regis- 
tered. Advise restraint upon social dis- 
play and extravagance among the well-to- 
do, lest those who suffer should become em- 
bittered. On the other hand, it is well in 
such a time to encourage general buying 
-and by sharing to make it possible for the 
unemployed to buy. Urge employers whose 
volume of business has been decreased to 
resort to part-time employment rather than 
to discharge men outright, and to give first 
consideration as far as they can to men 
with families. Most employers desire to 
do this. In a community where there is 
serious unemployment, the central organi- 
zations for relief must be given enlarged 
resources, and public works should be un- 
-dertaken if they can be started. Pastors, 
acting as citizens, may well take the initi- 
ative in such efforts, or at least share in 
‘them, 

The Church has a great opportunity in 
this emergency. It should be compassion- 
cate and quick to act. Whatever it does 
should be equal to the need, whatever the 
-cost, Remember the words of our Lord: 
“For I was hungry and ye gave Me to 
eat; I was thirsty and ye gave Me drink; 
I was a stranger and ye took Me in; naked 
and ye clothed Me; I was sick and ye 
visited Me.’’ Fortunate Churches having 
‘little unemployment among their communi- 
eants should join their resources with 
‘Churches in industrial populations. It is a 
testing time which reveals the depth of 
one’s own religion and the genuineness of 
a Chureh’s spiritual life. 

Longer Time Problems of Unemployment 

This is an opportune time to be reminded 
of the fact that in ordinary ‘‘good times’? 
there is a body of unemployed labor of a 
million people to whom industry and so- 
ciety have a solemn duty. 

It is also the judgment of the Federal 
‘Council’s Commission that a period of un- 
employment such as this is a time for eall- 
ing the attention of the public, as well as 
of Congress and the State Legislatures, to 
the longer time problems of unemployment 
and the importance of seeking their solu- 
tion. 

There should be a complete system of 
labor exchanges in every State for the 
registration of all unemployed persons and 
their assistance to employment; and a com- 
pilation by the Federal Labor Bureau on 
the basis of the monthly reports of these 
exchanges, as well as from other sources, 
of complete monthly satistics of employ- 
ment and unemployment for the entire 
country. This is the first great long time 
need. 

Public works should be planned in ad- 
vance, by_-appropriation, such as those pro- 
posed by the Jones Bill, now before Con- 
gress, by which moneys will become avail- 
able for publie works when unemployment 
reaches certain proportions. Other. meas- 
ures which require study and discussion are 


regularization of seasonal industries, and 
over-crowded industries, such as coal; un- 
employment subsidies in individual indus- 
tries; the extension of old age pensions; 
and contributory State unemployment in- 
surance after the manner of State workers’ 
compensation. The Commission makes no 
specific recommendations at this time, but 
suggests that pastors read up on these 
problems and that their people be urged 
to do the same; and that speakers be 
brought in to discuss them before appro- 
priate groups such as Church forums and 
men’s clubs. It is suggested also that 
pastors take part in unemployment confer- 
ences whenever any are held within their 
reach. The question of the five-day work 
week is also timely. Since it appears that 
one industrial machine produces more than 
ean be sold or consumed under present con- 
ditions, it begins to seem reasonable to 
shorten the work week as is now proposed 
by influential industrial leaders. This will 
accomplish other results: more leisure for 
all, a better chance for people who observe 
Saturday instead of Sunday, and a better 
chance for religious work on Sunday since 
everybody would have Saturday for recrea- 
tion. 

(For further information on ‘‘Unemploy- 
ment: The Problem and Some Proposed 
Remedies,’’ consult ‘‘Information Ser- 
vice,’’ published by the Federal Council of 
Churches, of March 17, 1928). 


—James M. Mullan. 


THREE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF FOUNDING OF FIRST CHURCH 
ON MANHATTAN ISLAND 


In 1609, a small ship of the Dutch East 
India Company, commanded by an English- 
man, Henry Hudson, entered what is now 
New York Bay and sailed up the river 
which bears the name of its discoverer. 
Five years later, a trading post was estab- 
lished by the same company on Manhattan 
Island, and in 1623, some agricultural colo- 
nists from the Netherlands were settled 
there. 

These early settlers brought with them 
the Bible and the Heidelberg Catechism, 
and although no minister accompanied 
them, the settlers regularly assembled for 
worship under the leadership of laymen. 
On April 7, 1628—exactly three hundred 
years ago—the Rev. Jonas Michaelius, sent 
by the Consistory in Holland, landed on 
Manhattan Island to become the first min- 
ister of this colony. In the summer of that 
year, he formally organized the Dutch Re- 
formed Church, which has continued its ex- 
istence to the present time, and which was 
the first religious body to be established on 
Manhattan Island. 

Jonas Michaelius was the first European 
university man to settle in the middle 
colonies. His letters and manuscripts, 
which-are still in existence, indicate a high 
literary quality, which at once determined 
the character of the Church which he es- 
tablished. Michaelius not only preached in 
Dutch and French, but he endeavored to 
preach the gospel to the Indians in their 
native tongue. 

Peter Minuit, who purchased Manhattan 
Island from the Indians for $24, was the 
first elder in this organization and served 
with Michaelius in promoting the religious 
life of the people. Minuit’s birth and 
training, as well as his natural character, 
fitted him to lead the hearty Dutch and 
French immigrants to the banks of the 
Hudson. It was his business to transfrom 
a mere trading post into a firmly settled 
agricultural colony, and accordingly, he 
brought with him a supply of seeds, plants, 
domestic animals, and implements of hus- 
bandry. Heretofore, the Dutch had possess- 
ed Manhattan Island only by right of dis- 
covery and occupation. Minuit determined 
to secure a higher title by purchase from 
the aborigines. He therefore gave the In- 
dians sixty guilders, or about $24 of our 
present currency. 


Minuit erected the horse mill, the upper 
story of which was used as a place of wor- 
ship until a Church building was put up 
within the fort. The stones used in this 
horse mill are today stored in the base- 
ment of the St. Nicholas Reformed Chureh 
at Fifth Avenue and 48th Street in New 
York. The mill loft which was on William 
Street South remained the place of wor- 
ship until 1633 when a frame Church was 
built where Pearl Street now is; and in 
1642, there was built the stone ‘‘Church in 
the Fort’’ at the end of Broadway, which 
remained in the Dutch Church use until 
1693. 

The Reformed Dutch Church is about to 
celebrate in elaborate tereentenary pro- 
ecedings the establishment of organized re- 
ligion in New York City. This will be 
done through pageantry, processionals, 
mass meetings, special services of thanks- 
giving, and other events culminating in the 
annual meeting of the General Synod, 
which comprises the entire body of the 
Reformed Church in America, and which 
will be held in New York City during the 
early part of June. This celebration will 
take on a broad interdenominational char- 
acter because the events to be commemor- 
ated have to do with Protestantism not 
only in New York City, but throughout a 
large part of the United States. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


For quite a number of years it has been 
the custom of the Ladies’ Organized Bible 
Class of Grace Church, Allentown, to have 
its members bring to the Sunday School 
on Palm Sunday morning some eggs and 
place them in a basket. This was done 
again this year and the basket contained 
18 dozen eggs. The Class added two hams, 
and a committee of the Class brought 
these things to the Home on Palm Sun- 
day afternoon. 

The Trinity Reformed 'C. E. Society has 
also been in the habit of making an egg 
donation on the same day. One of the 
members of the Society appeared at the 


.Home at 1.30 P. M. with a large basket 


which was fitted up as a nest. About 
half an hour later the other members of 
the Society began to appear by auto. Each 
laid some eggs into the nest, which finally 
contained 18 dozen eggs. They also dis- 
tributed oranges and white carnations to 
the members of our family. 

In addition to this, they condueted a 
religious service, in which the delegation 
from Grace Church also participated. 

The Home Communion was celebrated 
on Good Friday afternoon, 


A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Containing a Bomb-Shell 


I belong to three Men’s Brotherhoods 
in this town—the Reformed, the Method- 
ist, and the Lutheran; not only on ac- 
count of the sociability and the ‘‘eats,’’ 
but to show my religious liberality. At 
the latest monthly meeting of the last 
named brotherhood, I was suddenly chal- 
lenged to answer publicly the following 
questions: ‘‘Why does not the Reformed 
Church follow Luther, but follows Zwing- 
li, and does not go according to the Bible 
in their doctrine of the Communion? Why 
do they say ‘‘represent’’ when the Bible 
says. *fis77F 

‘Dear me!’’ I thought, as the ques- 
tioner was thundering forth his eloquence, 
‘(when will the story of the conference 
at Marburg end so far as the perpetuation 
of useless dogma is concerned? | When 
Saul had the witch of Endor call up the 
spirit of Samuel, all the information he 


got out of the spirit was that he was to 


die the next day. So whenever I, 


Marburg, all the answer I can get, i 
the issue that they in their mistaken me 
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fought for, is dead and should be buried.’’ 

Then I arose and, I believe, proved my- 
self equal to the occasion. I said: “‘Mr. 
President, the Bible says, ‘by their fruits 
ye shall know them.’ Now I cannot see, 
as I mingle with men in their various oc- 
cupations, on the street, in the shop, office 
or store, on the farm, or even in their 
Churches, what are the differences in their 
hearts and lives that might result from 
any fine-spun doctrines that are not our 
business, so to speak, But, coming to the 
conference at Marburg, I read in Au- 
bigne’s History of the Reformation that, 
after the reformers had disputed for sev- 
eral days over the question of the Lord’s 
Supper, they said to each other, ‘Well, 
let us fix up something to which we can 
agree,’ and this task was left to Luther, 
who, after retiring for the night, said, 
‘What shall I write? If I make something 
to which they will agree, it will not suit 
me; but if I make it to suit myself, they 
will not agree to it.’ The next morning 
he came out with the following: ‘And, al- 
though we are not united in our views as 
to the manner in which the Lord gives us 
His body and blood in the sacrament, yet 
we do hereby agree to hold toward each 
other as kindly an attitude as conscience 
will permit, praying God that He will by 
His Holy Spirit enlighten us more and 
more in the true doctrine.’ What was 
the result? The Swiss reformers were 
overjoyed. ‘That is just the idea,’ they 
said—and they all signed their names to 
the document, shook hands and departed.’’ 

Now, if any of my Reformed brethren 
say that Luther would not shake hands 
with Zwingli at the conference at Mar- 
burg, or if any of my Lutheran brethren 
say that Zwingli would not shake hands 
with Luther, they are both only half-right, 
for as I said, they all shook hands and 
departed. 

Now as to the doctrine: It is most em- 
phatically none of our business. It is 
God’s business exclusively, how He gives 


His body and blood to us in the sacra- 
ment. Our exclusive business is to see, 
before we approach the Communion table, 
that our hearts are free from all kinds of 
sin and evil pride, vainglory, hypocrisy, 
and all uncharitableness; free from dis- 
honesty, impurity, sloth and carelessness, 
and, everything, in fact, that stands be- 
tween us and Christ. We are not to 
bother about any theory about how God 
does His part, nor are we to consider what 
theory our neighbor, who happens to have 
been born and brought up in another de- 
nomination, holds on this question. 


Excuse now a bit of personal reference. 
I was baptized by a Lutheran preacher— 
Rev. Mr. Yeager, in Hamburg, Berks Co., 
Pa., on March 31, 1861, when I was 7 
weeks old. I boast of this, not to show 
how near the ‘truth’ I came, and yet 
‘drifted away,’ but to show the warm 
personal friendship that existed at that 
time between the Lutheran and Reformed 
ministers, in that my father, who was a 
Reformed Church minister, thought noth- 
ing of calling in the Lutheran minister to 
baptize his baby. 


Coming back now to this town. For 
many years it was the custom to hold 
union Thanksgiving services in the dif- 
ferent Churches, taking turn about. But 
lately the custom has been abolished and 
each denomination holds its own. ‘This 
change, which many regret, was brought 
about, not through denominational influ- 
ence, but was, as I believe, only personal. 
But the last union Thanksgiving service 
was held in the Lutheran Church, and I 
shall never forget it. The Church was 
crowded. All the preachers were there, 
some clad in gowns and others not, remind- 
ing me of Luther’s remark, when someone 
said that a certain preacher insisted on 
wearing a gown: ‘Let him wear a dozen 
if he wants to. Religion doesn’t consist 
in wearing or not wearing gowns.’ At this 
service that I mentioned, all the choirs 


were also united into one, and we were 
all drilled into the use of the Lutheran 
ritual. It was one of the most soul-in- 
spiring services which I ever attended; 
and I said: ‘Thank God the prayer of 
Martin Luther at Marburg is being answer- 
ed.” So I say, by way of conclusion, God 
bless the Lutherans, the Reformed, the 
Presbyterians, the Methodists, the Bap- 
tists, and in fact, the ‘whole push’! ’’ 
—A, 


HOFFMAN ORPHANAGE, LITTLES- 
TOWN, PA. 


Rev. S. S. Smith, Supt. 


A pleasant and joyous Easter was en- 
joyed by everybody at Hoffman. On Good 
Friday evening the Preparatory Service 
was held, at which time a elass of 13 
children were confirmed and the officers 
of the Church of the Good Shepherd were 
installed for the new Classical year. Easter 
Sunday morning the entire family found 
their Easter nests on the tables in the 
dining-hall and the children were given 
their surprises at breakfast. The Easter 
Communion was 100% attendance. The 
children rendered their Easter service in 
the evening. Numerous visitors were re—- 
ceived during the day, and some of the 
children enjoyed being with some of their 
relatives and friends. 

Spring farm activities have begun and 
a few mornings we have been hearing our 
farmer out on the tractor plowing before 
the sun appears in the Hast. A great 
amount of work to do, and the beautiful 
moonlight mornings have caused this 
schedule of long hours. Gardens to be 
prepared, orchard to be sprayed, shrub- 
bery to be trimmed, and a couple hundred: 
young chickens to mother, are just a few 
of the many things which must be done 
during this season. 'The high school en- 
trance examinations have been keeping 


some of the children very busy, and we 
hope a large class passes this year. 


and Young Folks 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 
TIMOTHY 


Text, I Timothy 1:2. ‘‘Unto Timothy, 
My own son in the faith.’’ 

Easter is past, but its sweet memories 
abide with us. During this season thous- 
ands of young people were received into 
the Church by confirmation. Perhaps some 
of you were present at a confirmation ser- 
vice, and saw the young people kneel at 
the altar while the minister consecrated 
them to the Christian life by the laying 
on of hands. In our own congregation 
sixty-two young people were received into 
Church membership by confirmation. It 
was a beautiful and impressive sight as 
they came to the altar, the young women 
dressed in white garments, and knelt there 
during the solemn rite of confirmation. 

This makes our minds go back through 
the Christian centuries to the early history 
of the Church, when the young man Tim- 
othy was received into the Church by the 
laying on of the hands of St. Paul. In his 
second letter to Timothy, St. Paul writes 
to him: ‘‘For which cause I put thee in 
remembrance that thou stir up the gift of 
God, which is in thee through the laying 
on of my hands.’’ This was the text of 
our confirmation sermon on Palm Sunday 
evening. 


St. Paul looked upon Timothy as his 
spiritual son. This relation was all the 
more tender because he had no children 
of his own. He refers to him in words of 
endearment, such as: ‘‘My true child 
in faith,’’? ‘‘my child Timothy,’’ ‘‘my 
beloved child,’’ ‘‘my beloved and faith- 
ful child in the Lord.’’ Every true 
pastor feels the same way, in a meas- 
ure, toward his catechumens. They 
are his spiritual children. He has instruct- 
ed them for almost a half a year in the 
way of the Christian life, has helped them 
to prepare for it, and then consecrated 
them to it by laying on of hands. 


Confirmation establishes and makes firm 
that which the catechumens have been 
taught and have learned to believe. It be- 
stows upon them the gift of God, which 
they are to stir into flame so that it may 
continue to burn and be active. Timothy 
proved true to this exhortation from St. 
Paul, and kept the heart fires burning. Too 
many of our young people, alas! let the 
warmth and enthusiasm of their confirma- 
tion experience die down and expire. They 
are like a little fellow who fell out of bed 
one night. His mother asked him how he 
came to fall out. He replied, ‘‘I fell asleep 
too near the edge.’’ Too many persons 
who unite with the Church fall asleep 
near the edge and before long they fall 
out of the Church altogether. 


Timothy was the son of a _ heathen 
father and a Jewish mother named Eunice. 


He also had a godly grandmother named 
Lois. Both of these women afterward be- 
eame Christians, and Timothy, like many 
other young people, got his religion from 
his mother’s side of the family. 

He was probably born at Lystra, about 
the time that Jesus was crucified. At 
least, he lived there as a boy, and enjoyed 
the pious instructions of his mother and 
grandmother. The name of Timothy means 
‘‘fearing God.’’ He was taught to be a 
God-fearing boy, and grew up to be a 
God-fearing and God-serving man. 

Timothy’s father died when the boy was 
very young, and his mother and grand- 
mother had sole charge of him in the 
formative years of his life. They were 
very good women, and were anxious their 
boy should grow up wise and good. 


He was given the training which every 
Jewish boy receives. He first learned to 
know and to reverence God’s command- 
ments. As soon as he begins to speak his 
training starts, and the first words he is 
taught to repeat are—‘‘ Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one.’? These 
words he learnes when he is only three 
years old. Then he is taught some of the 
shorter psalms and his birthday text. The 
latter is a verse of scripture which either 
begins or ends with, or else contains the 
letters of his own name. That he learned 
his Hebrew Bible well may be inferred 
from what St. Paul wrote to him in his 
second letter to him: ‘‘But abide thou ia 
the things which thou hast learned and 


hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; and that from a 
babe thou hast known the sacred writings 
(that is, the Scriptures), which are able 


to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.’’ 
Timothy learned what the Old Testa- 


ment said about the promised Messiah, but 
he was not taught that the Messiah had 
really come, that He was born as a little 
babe in the stable at Bethlehem, that He 
had lived a life of loving service on the 
earth as Jesus of Nazareth, that He had 
died upon the cross, and that He had risen 
again from the dead. All this it remained 
for St. Paul to tell him when, with Barna- 
bas, he visited Lystra on his first mission- 
ary journey. 

Timothy, then fifteen years old, sat at 
the feet of Paul, and eagerly drank in the 
story of the Christ as it fell from the 
apostle’s lips, and with his knowledge of 
the Scriptures it was an easy step for the 
young disciple to pass from his early 
knowledge of God to the fuller knowledge 
in Christ Jesus. 

Timothy was so deeply impressed by the 
Gospel story as told by St. Paul that he 
gave his young heart to Christ and be- 
came one of His faithful followers. He 
was baptized, and received into the Church 
by the laying on of St. Paul’s hands, which 
may be ealled his confirmation. 

During their stay at Lystra, Paul and 
Barnabas healed a man who had been a 
cripple from his birth. This made such 
an impression upon the people that they 
would have worshipped them as gods, but 
they told them they should not do so be- 
cause they were only men like themselves, 
but that they should worship God from 
whom the power had come. Then hostile 
Jews came from neighboring towns and 
turned the people against the missionaries, 
so that they stoned them. Paul was prob- 
ably unconscious because they dragged him 
outside the city and left him for dead. 
But he was only stunned and bruised, be- 
cause he soon arose and was able to re- 
turn to the city, from which he departed 
the following day to go to the neighbor- 
ing town of Derbe. 

Is it too much to suppose that Timothy 
was a witness to the stoning of Paul and 
followed his body outside the city, and 
perhaps helped to bring him back to con- 
sciousness and led him back to the city? 
It may even be that he took him home to 
his mother’s house and kept him for the 
night, starting him on his way the next 
morning. 

When St. Paul visited Lystra seven 
years later, on his second missionary jour- 
ney, he heard the best reports of Timothy, 
and determined to take him with him as a 
companion. He had been quite active in 
Christian work during these seven years, 
so that St. Luke says of him the Acts, 
‘<The same was well reported of by the 
brethren that were at Lystra and Icon- 
ium.’’ 

Just about this time St. Paul had parted 
with his fellow-worker Barnabas, and was 
jn need of some one to help him. When he 
met Timothy, now a young man of twenty- 
two, his heart went out to him and he had 
a strong desire to take him with him on 
his missionary journey. Timothy was or- 
dained by the laying on of hands of the 
elders at Lystra, and was circumcised hy 
St. Paul on account of the Jews that were 
in those parts, and so was prepared to enter 
upon the ministry to which he had given 
himself. 

He started out with St. Paul, and they 
travelled in Asia Minor until they came 
to the coast of the Aegean Sea. From 
there they crossed over into Europe and 
visited some of the towns to which St. 
Paul afterward-wrote some of his epistles, 
namely: Philippi, Thessalonica and Corinth. 
Timothy became noted as an evangelist. 
When St. Paul was imprisoned in Rome 
Timothy followed him, and spent some 
time with him in prison. We do not know 


what happened to him after St. Paul’s 
death, but it is said that he was stoned to 
death at Ephesus. In the Church of St. 
Paul at Rome is a grogeous tomb which is 
said to contain the bones of the great 
apostle. Close beside it is another tomb 
which bears the name of Timothy. Here 
the bones of these two friends lie side by 
side, but they themselves are with the 
Master whom they loved. 


THROWING COLD WATER 

William Lyon Phelps, Yale professor, in 
his department, ‘‘As I Like It,’’ in the 
April ‘‘Seribner’s Magazine,’’ declares 
against the cold bath: 

‘*T wish to nominate for the Ignoble 
Prize the Cold Bath,’’ he writes. ‘‘Thou- 
sands of middle-aged and elderly men and 
women apparently regard it as necessary 
to go through this sacrificial rite every 
morning, and at any time after exercise. 
T believe that many, very many, have seri- 
ously injured themselves and shortened 
their lives by icy bathing. It is all right, 
perhaps desirable, for boys and girls in 
sound and rugged health. Until I was 
nearly forty I labored under the delusion 
that an ice-cold bath early in the morning 
and immediately after violent exercise 
was the proper thing. I finally gave it up 
because of the ill effects that followed it. 
But for many years after, I thought it 
necessary to follow a hot bath with very 
cold water; I thought it was dangerous to 
take a hot bath without an icy chaser. 
Well, that is all nonsense. A hot bath and 
a good rub, that is my prescription; leave 
the horrible ice to those who insist on mar- 
tyrdom. Remember that Dante made the 
lowest pit of hell consist of ice. 

“*T also nominate for the Ignoble Prize 
those who take the icy bath and brag 
about it. Folly is bad enough in itself 
without boasting of it.’’ 


INDIAN TALES 


Frances Margaret Fox 


THE PAWNEE CHIEF WHO NEVER 


MADE A MISTAKE 


There was once a Pawnee chief who 
thought himself the greatest man on earth. 
His father before him was an important 
Indian who had been well acquainted with 
our Zebulous Pike, who discovered Pike’s 
Peak in the Rocky Mouutains. The Paw- 


nee nation was then divided into several 


independent bands, and the Indian who 
thought himself the greatest man on earth 
was the head man of all these bands. He 
was known as Chief of the Grand Paw- 
nees. 

This ‘‘uppity’’ chief was not at all sur- 
prised when the President of the United 
States invited him to come to Washington 
on a visit. It was to be expected that the 
President would wish to shake hands with 
the Chief of the Grand Pawnees. How- 
ever, the Indian refused to go. He said 
that he could not stoop from his high posi- 
tion to visit the President. Said he: 

‘‘The Pawnees are the most important 
people in the world, and I am the most 
important chief. I am willing to live at 
peace with the American people and to 
treat them with courtesy. But the Presi- 
dent cannot bring as many young men 
into the field as I can. He does not own 
as many horses nor maintain as many 
wives as I do. He is not so distinguished 
a brave as I am. He cannot show as 
many scalps taken in battle as can the 
Chief of the Grand Pawnees. I shall 
never call the President of the United 
States the Indian’s Great Father. He is 
not the Great Father of the Chief of the 
Grand Pawnees. I have spoken!?’ 
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At the same time, the chief was willing 
to exchange courtesies with the President. 
He agreed to send a delegation of his 
principal men on a visit to Washington 
that the President might behold his Indian 
braves in all their glory. 

‘*My brother shall go to Washington to 
see the President,’’ said he. Now it hap- 
pened that the brother, Shar-i-tar-ish, was 
a tall, handsome Indian, and a famous 
brave of his nation. The Chief of the 
Grand Pawnees was proud of him. He only 
wished that the President could see Shar- 
i-tar-ish mounted on his fiery steed gallop- 
ing across the prairie! 

The Great Father had sent Major 
O’Fallon to invite the Pawnees to Wash- 
ington; so, in this gentleman’s care, Shar- 
i-tar-ish and his warrior friends made the 
long journey. They were used to traveling 
over miles and miles of the plains on 
horseback, but even they were surprised 
by the size of our country, as they jour- 
neyed on and on toward Washington. This 
was long before the time of railroads, and 
distance was distance then. The sun rose 
and set, and rose and set, day after day, 
and still the Pawnees travelled on and on, 
over league after league of the lands of 
the Great Father. Shar-i-tar-ish began to 
wonder how he could ever make his 
brother, Chief of the Grand Pawnees, un- 
derstand that, after all, he was not the 
most important man on earth. 

On arriving at Washington, Shar-i-tar- 
ish dressed up in his best paint and 
feathers, sealp-locks and beads, and shook 
hands with the Great Father. The Presi- 
dent of the United States was pleased to 
meet this Indian who wore, like a halo, a 
gorgeous headdress of waving scarlet 
feathers, from which one stiff red quill 
stood out from the right side. Shar-i-tar- 
ish must have been glad to see his own 
reflection in the mirrors at the White 
House the day he shook hands with the 
white man’s chief. 

There was no one dressed like Shar-i-tar- 
ish in all the city of Washington. His 
portrait was painted for the Great 
Father’s Indian gallery, so we may know 
how he looked to the small boys who lined 
the streets to see him pass. Of course 
Major O’Fallon took Shar-i-tar-ish and 
his friends on sight-seeing trips that he 
might tell his brother, the Chief of the 
Grand Pawnees, all about the capital at 
Washington and other cities of the white 
men. 

When Shar-i-tar-ish reached home from 
Washington, the Chief of the Grand Paw- 
nees was shocked by the stories he told 
of countless white men and all the wond- 
ers of the white man’s world. Perhaps 
it broke his heart to learn that he had 
made a great mistake and was really not 
the greatest man on earth. Anyway, he 
died a few weeks after his band of war- 
rior chiefs came back to their people. 

Shar-i-tar-ish then became chief of the 
Grand Pawnees in his brother’s place. He 
was a good Indian, and had planned to 
lead his people in the paths of peace. But 
soon after, on a sad day for his nation, 
Shar-i-tar-ish, of the scarlet feather crown, 
followed his elder brother to the grave. 

However, his expensive trip to Washing- 
ton was not entirely wasted, because the 
Pawnee bands had learned that it is never 
wise to brag. The Grand Pawnees were 
not the most important people on earth. 


A SHOEMAKER FOR THE WHITE 
WOMAN’S BABY 


In the long ago it was often hard for 


mothers to get shoes for their children, 
In the days when there were many Indians 


and only a few white families living in 
Ohio, Mrs. Norris did not know, in that 
wilderness land, how to get a pair of shoes 
for her baby. She lived in a log house on 
a new farm. 


Sometimes Mrs. Norris was sorry that 
she and the baby’s father had ever left — 
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their old home in the East. This was not 
because she missed the stores where shoes 
were sold, but because Mrs. Norris was 
afraid of Indians. Not far from her log 
¢abin there was an Indian village in which 
three hundred warriors lived. It was a 
comfort to Mrs. Norris that Chief Logan 
lived with them. This was before the 
great Indian Chief Logan ever made war 
against white men. He was known then 
as a good Indian friend. 

Now it happened one day that Chief 
Logan heard Mrs. No:ris say that her 
baby needed shoes. The little girl was 
learning to walk, and the cabin floor was 
often too cold for a baby’s bare feet. The 
Indian didn’t say anything about making 
moecasins for the baby until a few days 
later. Then he walked into the white 
woman’s house, without knocking, and told 
Mrs. Norris that he had come for her 
papoose. 

Mr. Norris was out doing farmwork and 
Mrs. Norris was alone. She knew that 
Chief Logan was a good Indian, but when 
he asked her to let him take her baby 
home to his eabin for the day, she was 
dreadfully frightened. He said that he 
wished to make the white papoose a pair 
of moccasins. 

Mrs. Norris thought that maybe he did, 
and maybe he didn’t. She didn’t know. 
The poor woman was so scared she 
trembled. There was only one thing she 
could do, though, and that was to let the 
Indian take her baby. She dared not hurt 
his feelings nor make him angry. The 
white baby liked the Indian. You see, 
she didn’t know anything about war, or 
bad Indians. Indeed, at that time, Mrs. 
Norris had no reason to fear that there 
would ever be another Indian war. Chief 
Logan had always been kind and good to 
his white neighbors. He took the baby 
and away he went. 

That was a long day for the white 
baby’s lonely mother. Early in the after- 
noon she began to watch for her baby to 
come home. Slowly, slowly, the hours 
passed, and still no sign of a tall Indian 
with the precious baby. The shadows 
grew long on the cabin floor, as the after- 
noon sun sank lower and lower, but no 
baby came home. 

Poor Mrs. Norris remembered all the 
dreadful Indian stories she had ever heard, 
and wept for her lost baby. Mr. Norris, 
though, was not a speck worried. He ate 
his supper and smoked his pipe as if 
nothing had happened. 

At last, a little before sunset, the white 
mother looked down the path, and there 
was good Indian Chief Logan with the 
baby in his arms. On the two precious 
feet of the white child were little beaded 
moccasins that fitted perfectly! 

The proud Indian chief said that he 
made those moccasins himself for the white 
papoose. But Mrs. Norris felt sure that 
Mrs. Logan did the beautiful bead work. 

The baby was delighted with her moc- 
easins, and so was Mrs. Norris. After she 
and Mr. Norris had thanked Chief Logan 
for his kindness, and he had gone home 
again, the baby’s mother was glad indeed 
to take off the little beaded moccasins and 
put her baby to bed—rock-a-by baby— 
safely at home! 

[All rights reserved] 


PUZZLE BOX 


ANSWERS TO—CAN YOU ‘‘CON’’ 
THESE? (SECOND SECTION) 


21. Conventions; 22. Convex; 23, Con- 
tinue; 24. Concave; 25. Conjunction; 26. 
Continent; 27. Concentrate; 28. Conde- 
scend; 29. Concomitant; 30. Confer; 31. 
Conviet; 32. Contemporary; 33, Connecti- 


cut; 34. Consecrate; 35. Continental; 36. 
Congress; 37. Congregate; 38. Conscripted; 
39. Connect; 40. Conceit. —A. M. §. 


THIS IS A ‘‘MAN’’ HUNT 


An authoritative command. 

A conductor or director. 

A dressmaker’s ‘‘lay figure.’’ 
The miraculous bread. 

To make by hand or machinery. 
A dwelling place. 

A way of doing or acting. 

A roof with a double-pitch. 
Seen over the fire-place. 

10. An old-time garment. 

11. To operate with the hands. 

12. A stringed instrument. 

13. To care for the hands. 

14. When many copies are made, 
15. The original written copy. 

16. Another name for the May apple. 
17. To free, as a slave. 

18. A smoothing machine. 


—A. M. §. 


2 COA NP OO DO 


The kindergarten had been studying the 
wind all week—its power, effect, et cetera, 
To stimulate interest, the kindergartner 
said, in her most enthusiastic manner: 
‘‘Children, as I came to school today in 
the trolley car, the door opened and some- 
thing came softly in and kissed me on the 
cheek. What do you think it was?’’ 

And the children joyfully answered, 
‘The conductor! ’’—Harper’s. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S, DeChant 


Your Birthday Lady’s kinda out 0’ 
breath, but just afore she leaves for 
Pittsburgh Synod ‘‘and the west,’’ she 
wants to whisper some ‘‘thankfuls’’ in 
your ear. She wants to tell you ’bout Mr. 
Rupp, the Dry Cleaner Man, who makes my 
‘*Preachin’’’’ dresses look like new. 
*Bout Mr. Beemiller, who sees that the 
soles of my everyday oxfords are new, and 
that the heels on my ‘‘Sunday’’ shoes are 
straight and rubber-heeled. There’s Miss 
Bange, too, who’s never too busy to let 
me sneak in a dress that needs a new vest, 
and collar and cuffs; or an old one made 
new; or a newly new one. There’s Mr. 
Hartman, the jeweler, who sees that my 
Swiss watch keeps good time so that your 
Birthday Lady misses no trains,—no 
chances to tell boys and girls ’bout the 
folks in China and Japan. There’s ‘‘ Miss 
Nell,’’? who chooses travelling hats for me 
and never charges me a penny for sewing 
tight loose linings. And there’s Mr. 
Keefer, who makes new handles for my 
patent leather bag; a new purse; and a 
new full-of-pockets soft, brown leather 
‘‘earry-all’’? for my comb, and nail-file, 
manicure scissors and things. And, of 
course, I don’t want to forget Mr. Glanz, 
the Russian Jew man, who made my Glad- 
stone bag for me, when my Shanghai suit- 
case was ready to fall to pieces, so often 
had it carried my curios. ‘‘Off again—this 
time for two months’’ greetings this week 
to all my boys and girls who rejoice with 
me in havin’ such quickly-helpful friends. 

P. S.—Watch for a note brimful of P. 
S.’s next week. 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Have you ever noted how many 
sentences quite correctly begin with 
the words, ‘‘I don’t think?’’ 


BIRDS AND THEIR SONGS 


TE EE 
Mrs. Henry W. Elson 
CHAPTER V. 

In the Sky 
Lark 
“‘Hark, hark! the lark at heaven’s gat 
sings.’ ’—Shakespeare. ma 
There was no happier pair of birds than 
Mr. and Mrs. Titlark when they found a 


grassy spot in one of grandfather’s newly 


plowed fields—just the place for Titlark 
home. ' 


These birds had intended to remain only 
a few days on this farm. They were very 
fond of travel. Their winters were gen- 
erally spent in Central America and often 
their summers as far north as Labrador. 
But when they found such an inviting spot 
for a home they could not resist the tempt- 
ation to go immediately to housekeeping. 
_ A cozy nest was made in a grassy, place 
im one corner of this ploughed field, After 
the little home was finished and five little 
eggs laid, Mrs. Titlark heard news that 
made her feel sad. 


‘“O my dear,’’ she said to her mate 
when he came home after he had been 
soaring and singing a song of thanksgiv- 
ing high up in the blue sky, ‘‘this grassy 
spot on the ground, I fear, after all, will 
not be the best place for our babies. While 
you were away the master came here 
with his grandchildren. I heard him say 
that the farmer will be here tomorrow to 
sow the corn. What shall we do? He 
will surely step on the eggs.’’ 

‘‘O no!’’ answered Mr. Titlark, ‘‘they 
will not be harmed. Have you not noticed 
how many birds are on this farm? Mr. 
Bluebird told me that the owner has never 
allowed any one to hurt them.’’ 


The next day when the farmer came near 
the little nest on the ground, Mrs. Titlark, 
who had flown away and had alighted on 
the fence, heard him say, ‘‘Fly back, 
birdie. I shall not harm you.’’ 


Then she flew back to her nest and cov- 
ered the speckled eggs with her plain 
colored gown. 

When Mr, Titlark saw how happy his little 
wife was, his little home seemed too small 
to hold his joy, so he went singing up- 
wards into the bright blue sky. Rising 
from the ground, he soared aloft higher 
and higher by the help of his long pointed 
wings. His little wife soon caught only 
the weak sweet strains as they died away 
in the distance. 

When he came down and alighted on 
the edge of the grassy’ nest, balancin 
himself by his little tail, Mrs. Titlark 
told him how she had been watching him 
until he seemed like a mere speck in the 
wide space around him, and how much she 
enjoyed his song of gladness. 

‘*Everything is so lovely I must sing,’’ 
said (Mr. Titlark. ‘‘The flowers so beauti- 
fully colored, the grass so green, the trees, 
full of leaves, the bees and ants so busy, 
the butterflies so gay, the breezes so gen- 
tle, the sunbeams so bright, the sky so 
blue, the farmer so kind, the children so 
merry, the five little eggs so pretty, my 
dear little wife so cheerful—all help me 
to sing.’’ 

‘*But the lark is so brimful of gladness 
and love, 

The green fields 

sky above, 

That he sings, and he sings, and forever 

sings he, 

‘IT love my Love, 

me.’ ’? 

“‘What do you think has happened?’’ 
suddenly exclaimed Mrs. Titlark. ‘‘One 
of the eggs has been peeping and moving, 
and listen! do vou not hear a queer little 
hammering in the nest.’’ 

Mr. Titlark was on the ground near her, 


below him, the blue 


and my Love loves 


=] 
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taking a graceful, gliding walk around the 

nest. He never hopped as so many birds 

do. He tilted his body, and wagged his 
tail at each step, as much as to say, ‘‘ Be- 
fore long I shall be a happy father.’’ 

Very soon another egg moved under Mrs. 
Titlark’s feathers, and then another and 
another until the five little eggs in the 
nest turned to five little titlarks. 

What a beautiful sight it was to see the 
tiny heads peeping out from the mother’s 
soft, buffy breast. 

Now Father Titlark soared higher and 
higher and sang sweetly and more sweetly 
while the happy little mother turned her 
song into work. 

‘‘Who would not soar on lusty wing 
Their Maker’s praises thus to sing!’’ 
The nestlings, like all little birds, had 

great appetites. It kept both parents busy 

feeding them. When they heard their 
parent’s wings fluttering among the 
grasses they opened wide their mouths. 

Into each mouth Mr. and Mrs. Titlark 

dropped many a bug and worm that would 

destroy the corn. In this way they more 
than paid their rent for the little spot in 
the ploughed field. 


‘Mother, you must have known our 
principal when you went to school.’’ 

‘«Why, yes, I guess I did.’’ 

‘‘He seemed to remember you today. He 
told me what a bright girl I was, and then 
he said, ‘It doesn’t seem possible that you 
can be Amy Jones’ daughter.’ ”’ 


A DOLL SERVICE 


The Mission Band and Sunday School of 
Trinity Church, Waynesboro, Pa., Rev. 8. 
E. Lobach, pastor, had contributed one of 
the 13,000 Friendship and Good-will Dolls 
sent out from America to Japan, and had 
the good fortune of receiving for exhibi- 
tion, not only one, but two of the 58 dolls 
sent out from Japan to America, also call- 
ed ‘‘The Ambasador dolls of Friendship 
and Good-will.’’? The service of the re- 
ception of these two dolls was given by 
the Mission Band of Trinity Church on 
Saturday, Mareh 31, and Sunday, April 1. 
Here as in other places, these dolls were 
received and greeted as though they were 
real live persons. It might be said the 
American dolls had received the same kind 
of reception in Japan, only there the cere- 
mony was on a larger and grander seale 
than here at home. 

Miss Alice I. Good, the President of the 
Mission Band, had planned the service 
which was held, and had taken much pains 
in making out a program complete and in- 
teresting. The service consisted of a num- 
ber of girls, carefully trained for this ser- 
vice. One of them in Japanese costume, 
made a neat little presentation speech. This 
was responded to by another girl in behalf 
of the Mission Band. The National an- 
thems of America and Japan were sung, 
the latter by five girls in the Japanese 
language,—a remarkable feat. <A letter 
written in Japanese and sent by the school 
in Tokyo in Japan which had received the 
very doll sent out by Trinity congregation, 
and which had been translated into Eng- 
lish by Mr. George Noss, now a student at 
Union Seminary, New York, was read. 

The singing of a song entitled, ‘‘The Sun 
and the Stars,’’ originally prepared and 
sung in Japan, was followed by an address 
on the ‘‘Friendship Between America and 
Japan,’’? by Dr. J. P. Moore. Miss Milli- 
gan, for many years a missionary of the 
Presbyterian Board in Japan, now retired 
and teaching at Center Hall, Chambers- 
burg, Pa., was present on Saturday after- 
noon and gave an interesting address on 
the Doll Festival as it is celebrated in 
Japan every third day of March. These 
services, partly of a missionary character, 
were well attended, especially on Sunday 
night, when the Church was filled to its 
capacity by an interested and attentive 
audience. —J. P. Moore. 


A LONG HAUL 


A celebrated tenor, after his perform- 
ance at a reception, was being gushed over 
by an elderly duchess, who exclaimed: 
‘“Your beautiful singing took me back to 
my girlhood days.’’ 

“*Really?’? murmured the artist. ‘‘I had 
no idea my voice would carry so far.’’— 
Boston Transcript. 


‘ 


When Sunday Comes 
By John Andrew Holmes 
There are Churches in which one 
could worship were it not for the 
minister and the choir, but in others 
the architect single-handed has 
rendered worship impossible. 


Family Altar Column 


The Rev. Dr. Frank Grether 
April 23-29. 
Thought: ‘‘Rich in good works. I Tim- 
othy 6:18. 
Memory Hymn: ‘‘Beneath the Cross of 
Jesus.’’ 


April 23, Monday—The Cost of Disciple- 
ship. Mark 10:17-27. 

This man, so eager to learn what he must 
do to inherit eternal. life, came running to 
Jesus, Whom he took for a good and wise 
Rabbi, but Whose divinity had not yet 
dawned on him. Was he speaking the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
when he said, ‘‘Master, all these have I 
observed from my youth?’’ The fact that 
he came running, and that among the com- 
mandments he included not only, ‘‘Thou 
shalt not steal,’’ but also, ‘‘Defraud not,’’ 
shows that something was troubling him. 
Jesus no doubt touched the sore spot. This 
man was not heart-free. His heart clung 
to his great possessions, he trusted in 
riches, and so he went away ‘‘grieved.’’ 
No man, unless he gets rid of the camel’s 
hump by conseerating his riches to the ser- 
vice of God, can pass through the needle’s 
eye. Nor can he do so without a change 
of heart, neither can he change his own 
heart. But with God all things are possi- 
ble. God hath spoken once; twice have I 
heard this: that power belongeth to God 
(Ps. 62:11). As Jesus loved this man the 
look He gave him and the injunction He 
laid on him would not let him rest till he 
got through the needle’s eye. 

Prayer: All that we have, we have re- 
ceived from Thee, O God, the giver of 
every good and perfect gift. Help us to 
work out our salvation with fear and 
trembling, and to strive for the things 
which are not seen and are eternal. Our 
lives and our possessions we would conse- 


crate to Thee, and follow Jesus. For His 
sake aid us in doing so. Amen. 
April 24, Tuesday—Self-Denial. Matthew 


16:21-28. 


‘‘Lord, I will follow Thee,’’ a certain 
man said to Jesus, ‘‘whithersoever Thou 
goest.’? That was a good resolution, but 
the man did not consider the full import of 
his ‘‘whithersoever.’’ Therefore, Jesus, 
who had shortly before been refused a 
night’s lodging, said, ‘‘The foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay 
His head’’ (Luke 9:53, 57, 58). To follow 
Jesus means to deny yourself, to take up 
your cross, to be willing to lay down your 
life. O how hard the task; how gloomy 
the prospect! Say not so; ‘‘for what is 
a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 


world, and lose his own soul?’’ In taking 
up the cross and following Jesus there is 
a happiness which outweighs all the dis- 
comforts, persecutions and sufferings you 
may have to endure. Look at St. Paul, 
who bore in his body, that had been 
scourged and stoned, the marks of the Lord 
Jesus. With what happiness, what joy, 
what shouts of triumph his great epistles 
ring! After they had been beaten the 
apostles departed from the council, re- 
joicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for His name (Aets 5:41). 
The history of the Christian Chureh vi- 
brates with the happiness of the martyrs 
that were deemed worthy to suffer for 
their Lord. 

Prayer: O Lord, since Thou didst love 
us, and give Thyself for us, impart to us 
the grace we need to deny ourselves, to 
take up our eross and follow Thee. May 
the life we now live in the flesh be a life 
of faith in Thee. Thou hast given us what 
all the world could not give us, Thy peace. 
Make us willing to suffer with Thee, that 
we may also be glorified with Thee. Amen. 


April 25, Wednesday—True Obedience. 
Luke 6:39-45. 


To do business as Jesus would have done 
it—sounds fine; but who is to judge how 
Jesus would have done it? Our judgments 
are very fallible. If Jesus were to appear 
among us we might be greatly surprised. 
His acts ran counter to the opinions and 
principles of the most learned and pious 
of His day. Let us not deceive ourselves. 
Here we see a blind man leading another 
blind man, and both falling into the ditch. 
We see a man trying to pull a mote off his 
brother’s eye, and it is a most bungling 
operation because he has a beam in his 
own eye. We magnify the peceadillos of - 
others, and minimize our own faults to the 
vanishing point. Can crabs produce bald- 
wins? Can brambles bring forth grapes? 
How can such as we reach the height of 
the Master, who did not sin, neither was 
guile found in His mouth? If you are to 
walk in newness of life, your life must be 
renewed. And this you yourself cannot 
do. Only God can. God can create in you 
a clean heart, Then out of the abundance 
of your heart confession, thanksgiving, 
cheerful obedience, and brotherly love wilt 
flow (John 4:14; 7:38). 

Prayer: Create in me a clean heart, O 
God; and renew a right spirit within me. 
Who can understand his errors? Cleanse 
Thou me from secret sins. Open our eyes 
to see, and our hearts to receive the treas- 
ures of Thy grace so that we may follow 
the example of obedience and self-sacrific- 
ing service Thy dear Son has given us. 
Draw us nearer, O Father, ever nearer to 
Him, who is altogether lovely. Amen, 


April 26, Thursday—Loyal Service. 
19:11-17. 

Because they thought the kingdom of 
God woul immediately come, Jesus told His 
disciples of a nobleman who went into a 
far country to receive for himself a king- 
dom, and return. Meanwhile his servants 
were to occupy till he came, and for this— 
purpose he gave them each a pound. This 
nobleman is Christ. After His work of re- 
demption was accomplished He ascended to 
His Father to receive the kingdom. How 
soon He shall return no man, not even the 
angels in Heaven, know. But one thing 
we all know, and that is His injunction, 
‘¢Oceupy till I come.’’ 


Luke 


excuses his indolence by saying, ‘‘I feared 

Thee, because Thou art an austere man,’? — 
shall lose all. And he that says, ‘*‘My 
Lord delayeth His coming,’’ and shall be- 
gin to smite his fellow-servants and eat 
and drink with the drunken (Matt. 24:28, 
29), shall be cut asunder. Those, however, 
who remain loyal to their Master, will be 


Any servant that 
keeps his pound laid up in a napkin and ~ 


Oe 
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tions. Less with an eye to this reward 
than for love for the Master let us serve 
Him faithfully and loyally, ‘‘and by love 
Serve one another’? (Gal. 5:13). 

Prayer: Till Thou come, O Lord, to 
judge the quick and the dead, may we 
‘abide in Thee, that when Thou shalt ap- 
pear, we may have confidence, and not be 
‘ashamed before Thee at Thy coming. 
Amen. 


April 27, Friday—Faithful Stewardship. 
i I Cor. 16:1-9. 

‘The one great virtue of a steward is 
faithfulness (I Cor. 4:2). He has prop- 
erty in trust to be managed by preserving, 
increasing, applying, disbursing. He must 
have an eye vigilant to his employer’s inter- 
ests, must keep his books in order, his ac- 
counts straight, and be ready at all hours 
to face his master and show the balance 
sheet. To be able to do so he must put 
system into his business. You are stew- 
ards. Look how much the Lord has en- 
trusted to you. ‘‘Watch, therefore, for ye 
know neither the day nor the hour wherein 
the Son of man cometh’? (Matt. 25:14). 
In anticipation of His coming the saints 
had all things in common that they might 
have leisure to watch. But for 36 or 37 
years He delayed His coming to judgment 
over Jerusalem, meanwhile persecutions 
arose, and poverty and distress overtake 
these first Christians. St. Paul at the first 
synod promised to remember these poor 
people, and he did (Gal. 2:10). For them 
he received contributions from the Gentile 
‘Churches which he instructed, ‘‘Upon the 
first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
hhim.’’ Hence the giving of alms on the 
Lord’s day is now a part of our worship 
in the house of God. 


Prayer: We thank Thee, O Lord, for 
the many blessings Thou hast conferred 
upon us, and for the gifts Thou hast en- 
trusted to our stewardship. The debt of 
gratitude we owe Thee we can never, no, 
mever repay. Free us from all selfishness 
and covetousness, that we may cheerfully 
open our hands to the poor, and to the 
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great needs of Thy kingdom. 
be faithful to the end. Amen. 


Help sus to 


April 28, Saturday—True and False Use 
of Riches. Ecclesiastes 5:10-17. 


The love of money is the root of all evil, 
nor is it only the rich man’s heart that 
harbors this love. Naked we shall leave 
this world, as we came into it. These 
bodies of ours for whose adornment and 
indulgence we have been so solicitous— 
what will remain to them in the grave? 
You, too, have gone wool-gathering and 
have fancied how great and good things 
you would do, if you had a million. You 
have no idea of the fascination and deceit- 
fulness of riches: the worries, the sleep- 
less nights, the fear of burglars and bank- 
ruptey, the puffiness and aches of over-in- 
dulgence, and the dread of leaving all be- 
hind when the bony finger of death touches 
the bell button. How happy you might be, 
if you had a deposit in ‘‘that undiscovered 
country from whose bourne no traveler re- 
turns!’? And you can have it (Matt. 6: 
20). You would like to leave your children 
an inheritance, and St. Paul justifies you 
(2 Cor. 12:14). Yet here the wise man 
says, ‘‘He begetteth a son, and nothing in 
his hand.’’ To many a rich man’s son 
riches have been a curse. If God blesses 
you and gives you wealth, have it as if 
you had it not, let not your heart be bound 
and impoverished by it, but do good that 
you may be rich in good works, and lay 
hold on eternal life (1 Tim, 6:19). 

Prayer: Grant us, O Lord our God, god- 
liness with contentment, that having food 
and raiment, we may be therewith con- 
tent. All that we are, and have, and hope, 
we owe to Thee; and to Thee we would 
dedicate our lives and possessions that we 
may be happy in time and eternity through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


April 29, Sunday—All Are Invited. Isaiah 
55:1-5. 

How many ‘‘daft bargains’’ and foolish 
purchases men and women make at aue- 
tions! Here, however, is an auction at 
which you cannot lose a cent. - The Lord 


Li 
on 


Himself is the auctioneer ‘‘erying aloud to 
all and sundry.’’ ‘‘Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and he 
that hath no money, come, buy and eat.’’ 
Here you can find nourishment for your 
souls, namely, ‘‘the sure mercies of 
David.’’ And this David is that Son of 
David, the promised Messiah, who repeated 
the royal invitation, saying, ‘‘Come unto 
Me, all ye that labor. If any man thirst, 
let him come unto Me, and drink’? (John 
7:37). ‘Nations that knew not Thee shall 
run into Thee, because of the Lord Thy 
God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for 
He hath glorified Thee.’?? With Simeon we 
can now sing, ‘‘Mine eyes have seen Thy 
salvation, which Thou hast prepared before 
the face of all the people, a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people 
Israel.’’ And now, after all the centuries, 
countries long barred from the light of the 
gospel and the isles of the sea are hearken- 
ing. They hear a voice, they stand amazed, 
and many of them are running to the great 
auction of God to drink of the waters of 
life. 

Prayer: In the feverish restlessness of 
our lives, we are coming to Thee, O Lord, 
to slack our thrist. Let the waters of life 
flow freely on this Thy Sabbath day. Sat- 
isfy our souls with the good things of Thy 
house. May we find rest and refreshment 
in the sure mercies of Thy dear Son, our 
Savior, Amen. 


Bible Thought This Week 


A NATION’S GREAT-- 

NESS:—Righteousness exalt- 

eth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any 
people.—Proverbs 14:34. 


Teacher—‘‘Now, suppose I am leaving 
the school and a man comes up to me, gives 
me a blow which knocks me down and my 
head strikes the pavement with great force 
and I am killed. What are the conse- 
quences??? 

Bright Pupil—‘‘We would all have a 
holiday.’’ 


CHURCH SCHOOL 
PROBLEM SHOP 


Answers Fitted While You Wait 
By DR. W. EDWARD RAFFETY 


Professor of Religious Education, 


University of Redlands Redlands, California 


Problem: Do you recommend for a de- 


partmentalized School that a _ teacher 
handle the same class through the three or 
four years in one department, or that the 
teachers each keep their given grades year 
after year while the class is promoted from 
one teacher to another annually? 


Answer: A pastor sends us the above 
problem, which is one frequently arising in 
many Church Schools. We do not know 
what department the questioner has in 
mind and, therefore, may not give the spe- 
cific information he needs. We hope the 
following will help. 


Tn general concerning this problem of re- 
taining teachers or promoting them with 
their classes, leading Church School work- 
ers throughout the country agree that for 
the Beginners, Primary, and Junior Depart- 
ments the teacher should stay with the 
grade from year to year and not move with 
any particular class which may be pro- 
‘moted each year to a higher grade. 

The chief reason for this decision is an 
educational one. We find the parallel in 
tthe public school system, e. g., that 


thoroughly trained first grade teach be- 
comes more efficient in her knowledge of 
those six-year-old children, in her knowl- 
edge and ability to teach the first grade 
subjects. A thorough acquaintance with 
the teaching materials and methods best 
suited to that first grade gives her unusual 
skill. She lives within the world of six- 
year-olds and comes to think their thoughts 
with them and after them. She has, as we 
syy, the ‘‘feel’’ of every character and 
conduct situation. It is easier as the years 
go on for her to make good every day. All 
of this means finest investment in the first 
grade boys and girls in that School. Par- 
ents will look forward to their children 
having the advantage of such an efficient 
teacher. If the school principal of that 
particular School should each year let that 
teacher go on from grade to grade with the 
same 25 or 30 pupils, manifestly it would 
rob the new ‘‘generation’’ of first graders 
of expert services, and at the same time 
work for unstable, unsatisfactory condi- 
tions throughout the whole school. By the 
same token, the first grade teacher would 
go on year by year through grades, junior 
and senior high school, and on through col- 
lege with the given group with which she 
started in the first grade. Of course, in 
public school education the idea is absurd. 
Is it any more reasonable in the Church 
School? 


Since we have come to think of the Sun- 
day School as the real School of the 
Chureh. we likewise desire to be fair edu- 
cationally to all pupils, teachers, and par- 
ents. If religious education rounds ou*, 


complets, crowns all education, then best 
educational sense should be put into all 
Church School procedures. 

If the questioner has in mind a junior 
high school or senior high department, the 
answer must be the same in general prin- 
ciple. However, when we reach the junior 
high school group, the personal factor en- 
ters for large consideration, The junior 
high school age is the time when hero or 
heroine worship is at its highest, when 
gang or clique ties are strongest, and the 
time when more boys and girls leave Sun- 
day School than at any other time. If 
loyalty to a teacher means the losing from 
the Church School of boys and girls in the 
critical early teen age, then common sense 
seems to say it is better for the teacher to 
““hang on to’’ those pupils. The teacher is 
usually the key to the situation. 

Does the latter reason seem to break 
down the line of argument previously given 
for keeping teachers in the children’s de- 
partment year by year in the same grade? 
In a sense, yes, if in the junior high school 
teachers invariably went on with a class, 
but in most scheols this is not necessary. 

Our suggested solution of the problem in 
early adolescent period carries with it the 
decision that it is more important to hold 
those boys than to lose them entirely. Al- 
most any seeming ‘‘educational’’ sacrifice 
should be made to tie them tight to the 
School, the Church, and the Christian life 
during those yeasty years of their lives. 


Problem: Our Sunday School doesn’t 
seem to be getting anywhere with its open- 
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Don’t you think it would 


ing exercises. 

be better to plan regular programs of wor- 
ship? Would you tell us what are the con- 
ditions necessary or desirable in conduct- 
ing a worship service in the Sunday 
School? 


Answer: I don’t wonder that your opei- 
ing exercises get your School nowhere, as 
far as worship is concerned. Yes. You 
should plan for real worship either by de- 
partments or, if ina small one-room School, 
tor the School as a whole. 

With a desire to be helpful, we offer the 
following: 

Our Respects to So-called Opening Exer- 
cises. Does your Church School or depart- 
ment tolerate that queer performance 
named ‘‘opening exercises?’’ Of course, 
these vary all the way from the monoto- 
nous ‘‘three hymns and a prayer,’’ which 
has been the formal key to unlock thous- 
ands of old-fashioned Sunday Schools, up 
to the present time when more ‘‘religious’’ 
acrobatics have gone into the ‘‘exercises.’’ 
Or perhaps there were four hymns, then 
one more, if necessary. In the writer’s 
new book, ‘‘The Smaller Sunday School 
Makes Good’’ (Union Press, Philadelphia), 
is this paragraph: : ; 

‘¢So-called ‘opening exercises,’ high- 
speed or low-speed, it dosen’t matter, all 
too often are not devotional in tone or re- 
sults, Sunday School workers should let 
this expression, ‘opening exercises,’ drop 
into the pit of the gone-forever. In many 
Schools these exercises are a vestibule to 
the teaching period, either to be shouted 
through or shunted altogether. Some super- 
intendents, themselves late, put on opening 
exercises to occupy the time until late 
teachers and later pupils arrive. When 
these exercises become monotonous and 
dreary, many deliberately stay away. Per- 
haps they should, if such delinquency will 
shock the superintendent into a realization 
that the first few minutes of the session 
can be made the most precious of the en- 
tire day, by spiritually preparing pupils 
for a profitable study period.”’ ; 

Conditions of Real Worship. The possi- 
bility of a Church School or department 
really being at worship depends upon cer- 
tain conditions largely material and ex- 
ternal to the worshipers themselves, but 
nevertheless important. ; 

First. When the order of service or pro- 
gram of worship has been definitely select- 
ed or planned, with all parts carefully as- 
signed, all participants knowing their con- 
tributions, and willingly, joyfully entering 
into the period of fellowship with God. 

Second. When the program itself is on 
the blackboard of the School or depart- 
ment, or is mimeographed and in the hands 
of all who take part. If at all possible, 
these should be furnished in printed sheets, 
or, better still, small manuals for all. ; 

Third. When the place of worship, 
school auditorium, or departmental as- 
sembly room is worshipfully conditioned, 
(1) clean, (2) chairs or pews in place, (3) 
heated sufficiently in winter, (4) cooled in 
summer, (5) at all seasons of the year well 
ventilated, and (6) lighted not only with 
enough light, but correctly placed, (7) 
Bibles and hymn books, also worship man- 
uals (if used) easily at hand, (8) piano or 
organ ready, and if there is an orchestra, 
all chairs, instruments, and music properly 
arranged. : 

Any ineonvenience, physical discomfort, 
distracting noises, or movements make it 
diffieult for a group to concentrate suffi- 
ciently upon the parts of the service to 
sincerely, reverently worship. The indi- 
vidual finds it easier to worship when free 
from disturbances, but can, as we know, 
actually worship by spiritually ‘‘shutting 
the door,’’ even on a crowded street. How- 
ever, in the larger fellowship the very at- 
mosphere of things has much to do with 
worship-possibilities. : 

Fourth. When person-placement is con- 
sidered even more important than prop- 
erty-placement; that is, the worship leader, 


the director of music, the pianist, orcehstra 
leaders, and players (if there be such), all 
teachers, officers, and pupils are in their 
accustomed or assigned places for the wor- 
ship period, and on time. Best results from 
both the teaching and the worship ministry 
of the school are secured when the worship 
place is different from the class instruction 
place. Several recently built Church School 
plants make provision for a worship chapel 
for a School, where, according to a sched- 
ule, different age-groups go for a worship 
period. 

Fifth. When personal participation is at 
its best. This is important. Individual 
attitudes make or mar real worship. Al 
should enter into the service of worship 
devoutly, with appreciative understand- 
ing and submissive spirits, being quict, 
orderly, and reverent from the beginning 
to the end in the use of songs, Scriptures, 
prayers, offerings, and all parts of the pro- 
gram. 

Especially is it desirable and possible in 
the young people’s and adult departmenis 
of the Chureh School, and in large classes 
of young people and adults, to put on such 
worship programs as will train for intelli- 
gent worship, enrich personal lives, and 
inspire to service. 


(Send your questions and problems di- 
rect to Dr. W. E. Raffety, 432 Center St., 
Redlands, Calif.) 


WORSHIP AS FELLOWSHIP 


(Continued from Page 2) 


also invited to share his warm stove and 
were given some of his simple food. Then 
in the evening, with a glow of happiness 
stirring his heart because of these expres- 
sions of goodwill, he again dozed away as 
he sat in his chair. He then realized that 
Christ had appeared to him in the expres- 
sions of love and the spark of hope and 
cheer which he had kindled in the hearts 
of those he had befriended. In a very real 
sense he had been in the presence of the 
Christ who said, ‘‘Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto the least of these, My breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto Me.’’ We must 
seek Him thru expressions of love and 
human affection if we desire to fellowship 
with Him and really appreciate and wor- 
ship Him in spirit and in truth. 

2. Worship as an Experience of Need 
for Divine Fellowship. We have already 
referred to the disappointments and dis- 
couragements which we must expect to 
face in life. Young people must be pre- 
pared to meet crushing disappointments 
even among their own associates and com- 
panions. Then, too, youth is inclined to 
attain the highest goals in life by means 
of short-cut methods which means that 
bitter disillusionment is inevitable. Oft- 
times we are enmeshed with insideous 
habits which hamper us from living the 
abundant life. There are times also of ap- 
parent success and radiant sunshine when 
we suffer great disquietude and discontent 
because we have not achieved all that man 
can possibly attain. There are other ex- 
periences such as moral degeneracy in 
those who resist the forces of righteous- 
ness in the earth which makes it extremely 
difficult for us to ‘‘carry on’’ with divine 
zeal and fervor. It is at such times that 
we yearn for the poet’s insight and as- 
surance of divine fellowship when by rea- 
son of a profound faith he exclaims: 


‘“Our little systems have their day; 
: They have their day and cease to be; 
They are but broken lights of Thee, 
And Thou, O Lord, art more than they.’’ 


Sometimes we ask ourselves the question 
whether it is necessary to suffer constant 
rebuff and endure hardships in life in order 
to develop character. It is evident that 
living in a universe such as ours it is im- 
possible to eseape trials and even reverses 
as well as experiences of joy and happiness 


to a greater or less degree. Undoubtedly, 
if we had sufficient wisdom and were in- 
clined to act always in conformity with 
perfect knowledge we would never become 
discouraged for we would always see our 
pathway to man’s highest destiny even 
though many obstacles should hamper us. 
Our finite limitations and human wilful- 
ness bring despair and wretchedness upon 
our heads. 

But there is a way out. We need to 
make an appraisal of our own insufficiency. 
After recognizing our deficiencies and limi- 
tations, we are then in a position to appre- 
ciate the provision God has made for us 
to overcome all the obstacles in life by 
seeking His divine fellowship thru life and 
teachings of our Lord and Savior. Thus 
when a door is closed so that our efforts 
in a certain direction are thwarted there 
are other doors that will open for us. Even 
doors will open for us that were previously 
closed provided we are attended by divine 
aid. Jesus said to His disciples, ‘‘In the 
world ye have tribulations, but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world.’? What 
did he mean by this blessing in disguise? 
We can only infer that we need not despair 
if obstacles impede us or if burdens are 
thrust upon us. He will show us how to 
overcome all and give us grace to endure 
all. Rufus Jones in that charming auto- 
biographical sketch of his early life en- 
titled, ‘‘Finding the Trail of Life,’’ tells 
us, ‘IT do not remember a time in my life 
when I did not think of God and wonder 
about Him.’? This experience we may 
rightly call an attitude of true worship 
and adoration. Worship is a conscious- 
ness of human limitations when comparing 
oneself with the Man of Galilee. While at 
the same time it is an experience of sin- 
cere need and desire for His divine aid 
and fellowship in all the vicissitudes of 
life. 


3. Worship as Divine Fellowship With 
All Mankind. Thus far we have main- 
tained that divine aid is possible thru fel- 
lowship with God and that in this way all 
obstacles can be overcome. We must now 
draw the necessary inference that all of 
our worries and anxieties in life are due 
to a lack of vital fellowship between man 
and God. By this we mean that we are 
inclined to concern ourselves too much 
with’ trivialities and human vanities rather 
than concentrate our time and energy upon 
the things that pertain to the establish- 
ment of social righteousness and brother- 
hood in the earth. Only when we devote 
ourselves to the best interests of humanity 
and endeavor to gain an insight into the 
purposes and divine character of God are 
we in a position to share His spirit and 
enjoy His presence. 
the charming personality of Theodore 
Roosevelt remarked that ‘‘he was big 
enough and sure enough of his own worth 
and ability to be immensely thoughtful of 
others, to be able to see things from the 
other fellow’s point of view and to try to 
help him succeed in life. This outward ex- 
pression of an inner generous spirit made 
him beloved and admired.’’ Likewise, the 
art of fellowship with God depends upon 
our eagerness to see life from His point of 
view and co-operate with Him in the in- 
terest of establishing better social condi- 
tions for all humanity. 


Even the infirmities of the flesh which are 


Someone in extolling ~ 


often grievous to us, open up for us ave- 


nues of rich blessings to mankind and en- 
dow us with rare spiritual insight provided 


we learn the art of fellowshipping with ~ 


God. Sometime ago the writer was urged 
to accompany a friend to an automobile 


show in a large metropolis. There we saw 
the high-class mechanism of some of the — 


best models on display. The engine of one 
car interested us in particular. Every 


part of the machinery of that automobile, 


we were told, operated on ball-bearings 
Frietion was reduced to the minimv 
Consequently, a minimum amount of pi 
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would be required to drive the engine and 
at the same time keep it at high speed. Is 
that not an analogy that can be applied 
to an effectual spiritual life? If we are 
rightly related to God and thus in a posi- 
tion to co-operate with Him then His spirit 
in us will achieve wonders even though 
physically we may be weak and worn out 
vessels. 


DEDICATION OF FIRST CHURCH, 
LEXINGTON, N. C. 


Easter Sunday marked the formal open- 
ing and dedication of the newest and most 
beautiful Church building in Lexington, 
N. C., the First Reformed Church, at the 
corner of East Center and Salisbury 
Streets. This congregation, organized 
Jan. 20, 1901, with 17 charter members, 
has been fortunate through all these years 
in having as its faithful pastor the Rev. 
Dr. Jacob Calvin Leonard, former Presi- 
dent of our General Synod, one of the 
best-known and best-beloved leaders of our 
denomination. From the organization to 
the present time Messrs. P. J. Leonard, 
Cc. C. Burkhart and J. Tilden Hedrick have 
been office bearers. Fostered by the Board 
of Home Missions until July, 1910, the con- 
gregation went to self-support and has 
shown a constant and satisfying develop- 
ment. The present membership is about 
600, with a Sunday School enrollment of 
over 600. The first house of worship was 
commenced Oct. 4, 1900. The Church was 
rebuilt in 1907 and greatly enlarged. In 
1912 Mr. J. T. Hedrick proposed to the 
consistory that if they would assume the 
cost of the lot opposite the Church and 
provide furnishings for the building, he 
would build and donate to the congrega- 
tion a modern Church School edifice. The 
offer was accepted and the beautiful build- 
ing occupied in the summer of 1913. In 
1927 the same generous benefactor built a 
large addition for the accommodation of 
the rapidly growing Sunday School. The 
last service was conducted in the old 
Church Feb. 13, 1927, and in Jan., 1927, 
Dr. Leonard and family moved into the 
new parsonage on West Center Street, and 
the old manse was moved across Salisbury 
Street to the rear of the Church School 
building. 

The new edifice has been under construe- 
tion for 14 months and is a triumph of 
architectural skill. It combines strength 
and beauty in a remarkable fashion, and 
the auditorium is undoubtely one of the 
most attractive in the denomination. One 
can say that its construction is the result 
of mature deliberation through years of 
careful planning. The building committee 
consisted of J. T. Hedrick, chairman, 
Walter E. Conrad, Griff W. Smith, D. Lee 
Brinkley (since deceased) and Holland E. 
Shoaf. Mr. Smith was awarded the con- 
tract for construction of the building. The 
architect of the stately edifice is Herbert 
B. Hunter, of High Point. 

The walls are of steel, stone and English 
tapestry brick, and the exterior presents a 
harmonized arrangement of bronze, brown, 
red and copper. The structure is of mod- 
ernized Gothie design, carried out faith- 
fully in true Gothie of the middle ages, 
with its worshipful ecclesiastical appear- 
ance. The main facade is 56 feet high, 
flanked on the right by a large 60-foot 
tower and on the left by a tower 45 feet 
high. Midway between the towers the 
main portal or entrance is made of two 
mullioned massive oaken doors, trimmed 
with antique iron, with esecutcheons of 
Gothie design. The doorway is framed in 
stone and flanked with iron lanterns. The 
side portal is harmonious in design, but of 
smaller scale. Above the main entrance is 
an ornamental stone-trimmed wheel or rose 
window, 10 feet in diameter, with leaded 
antique glass of blue, gold and red, which 
floods the clearstory of the interior with a 
subdued colorful light. The side walls are 
in complete harmony with the front ex- 
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INVITATION | 
DAY SERVICE 


Invite the Scholars and Their Parents and Friends! 


Wh Thought of Mother | 


No. 782-S 
No. 784-S 
Beautiful coloring. Reverse side contains this message: 
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Service. 


Come and enjoy this splendid service. 


Price, 20c dozen; $1.25 per 100. 


SOUVENIR BANGLES FOR MOTHER’S DAY In Lovely Coloring 


Give everyone present on 
Mother’s Day a Souvenir ! 


this time! 
ter. With 


No, 959-S 


Charming souvenirs in the card- 
board cut-out style so well liked at 
About 2 inches in diame- 

cord for attaching to 
button or brooch. 
attractive bookmarks! 


$1.00 per 100 


They also make 


at 
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MOTHER’S DAY—Remember Her with a Card 


No. K5M6—Pale green card with matching 
envelope. A spray of white carnations at top 
and verse: 

A Happy Day, Mother! 
Just a little token, Mother, 
Of my deep regard for you, 
For like you there is no other, 
None so sweet or dear or true. 
Size, 3x 4% inches. Price, 5e, 

No. K5M8—Butff colored card with matching 

envelope. Spray of pink and blue flowers at 


top. 
A Gift to Mother. 
The very best of wishes, 
Most tender and most true, 
I'm sending with this little gift, 
My Mother dear, to you. 
Size, 3x 4% inches. Price, 5e. 
No. K5M4—White card with matching en- 
velope and dainty garden scene at one side. 
Verse as follows: 
On Mother’s Day. 
May-time, when the world is gay, 
Is just the time for Mother’s Day, 
For Mother-love, so sweet and dear, 
Makes Spring-time in my heart all year. 
Size, 3x 4% inches. Price, 5e. 
No. K5M2—White card with matching en- 
velope and sprays of pink and white flowers 


across top. 
To My Mother. 
A little token of my love, 
I send you, Mother mine, 
To wish you cheer through the coming year, 
And a day that’s extra fine. 


Size, 3x 4% inches. Price, 5c. 
No. K25M%7—Blue card with gold border. 
Matehing envelope lined with gold paper. 


Spray of spring flowers at one side. 
Mother’s Day Greetings. 

All Mothers are precious, I know, 

Endowed with Love's spirit, divine, 
But I wouldn’t exchange all the Mothers on 

earth 

For you, precious Mother o’ mine. 

Size, 4144 x 6 inches. 


Price, 25c. 


No. D5A26—Pale lavender card with match- 
ing envelope. Gabled houses surrounded by 
trees at top of card. 

Greetings and a heartful of love 
To Mother on Mother’s Day. 
Size, 344x 4% inches. Price, 5e. 

No. D10A%6—Blue card with matching en- 
velope. Dainty hand colored scene and verse. 

To Mother. 
God gives us friends—and that means much, 

But far above all others, 

The greatest of His gifts to earth 

Was when He thought of Mothers. 

Size, 4x5 inches. Price, 10c. 

No. K10M%7—Blue card with matching en- 
velope. Scene of flowers and trees at top. 

To Mother. 
Here are greetings, Mother, 
With wishes for your happiness, 
And they are bound together 
By ties of love for you. 


Size, 4x 5 inches, Price, 10c. 


No. K15M6—Blue card, with narrow white 
border, and matching envelope. A golden 
vase filled with white carnations, at one side 
of card. 

Mother’s Day Greetings. 
The one who really makes life worth while, 
Who brightens your world with the light of 
her smile, 
Whose love ever follows you, mile after mile— 
That's Mother. 
Size, 4x5 inches. Price, 15e. 

No. K15M29—Pale green card with narrow 
pink border. Matching envelope lined with 
gayly colored paper. A gabled house, trees: 
and flowers in bright colors across top of 
card. 

To My Mother. 
If I penned a thousand lines 
To tell my love for you, 
They'd all read, ‘“‘Bless you, Mother mine, 
And keep you happy, too.” 


Size, 44% x5% inches. Price, 15¢- 
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and broken by recesses in which rest 


terio! 


the long antique windows, bearing 7 or 8 
colors within their pattern. These win- 
dows, from the Payne Studios, provide a 
soft light which floods the interior with 
a subdued halo which adds greatly to the 
air of quiet worshipfulness that pervades 
the whole structure. From the inner door- 
way the auditorium gives the sense of 
noble proportions. The pews of West Vir- 


ginia white oak are designed to seat com- 
fortably 536 persons, and the balcony pro- 
vides seats for 230 more. Suspended from 
the trusses are Gothic lanterns with amber 
glass panels, equipped with reflectors. The 
3-manual Moller organ with chimes, which 
occupies the front center, has a beautiful 
sereen of graceful tracery which fits into 
the general scheme. Back of the pulpit 
platform rises the choir loft. 


The dedicatory services on the gladsome 
Easter Day crowded the auditorium far 
beyond its seating capacity and it was 
fitting that the pastor who had organized 
this congregation and is now dean of the 
pastors of Lexington, having rounded out 
27 years of faithful service, should be in 
charge on this high day in the history of 
the congregation. It was his gracious 
privilege also at the morning worship to 
receive by baptism, confirmation and let- 
ter, 60 new members into the fellowship 
of the congregation. It was also a great 
achievement to be able to consecrate this 
completed and finely equipped structure, 
representing an outlay of over $100,000, to 
the worship of God and the service of man- 
kind, absolutely free of debt. The ser- 
mons of the day were delivered by Dr. Paul 
S. Leinbach, Editor of the ‘‘Messenger,’’ 
and the musical program of rare excellence 
was under the direction of the organist, 
Edward F. Cullom, Esq., of Winston-Salem, 
Mrs. Collum, a soloist of unusual merit, 
assisted the Chureh choir in the special 
Easter music. In the evening, ‘‘Our Liy- 
ing Lord,’’ an Easter cantata by Wilson, 
was splendidly rendered. 


The felicitations of the entire denomi- 
nation are due to Dr. Leonard and his good 
people on this notable achievement. It was 
a matter of special interest and satisfac- 
tion to Dr. Leonard that the pastor, Rev. 
A. Odell Leonard, and his people from the 
Second Reformed Church of Lexington, at- 
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SELF- 


Comprising the King James or Authorized Version of the Old and New Testaments 
A HAND BIBLE, WITH THE LARGE, CLEAR, EASILY READ TYPE OF A PULPIT BIBLE 


For Pulpit and Lectern, for School Reading Desk and Lodge Altar. 
type specially adapts the Perfection Type Bible to every use where a large, clear type is desirable. 
For the Home, for Aged Persons, or Those with Impaired Eyesight. The Perfection 


specially fitted for every use. 


Type Bible is especially adapted for home devotional reading. 


SPECIMEN OF TYPE. 


Size Only 6 x 8 Inches, 15¢ Inch Thick 


iPHE book of the generation 


11 And Jé-si’as begat Jéch-o- 


of Jé’sus Christ, the son | ni’as and his brethren, about 


of Da’vid, the son of A’bra-ham. 
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NEW TESTAMENT 


NEW TESTAMENT AND PSALMS 
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1 CHAPTER 1 
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17 So all the generations from 
A’bra-ham to Da’vid are fourteen 
generations; and from Da’vid 
until the carrying away into Bab’- 
y-lon are fourteen generations; 
and from the carrying away into 
Bab’y-lon unto Christ are four- 
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tended in a body the dedicatory service. 
The Second Church is an outgrowth of the 
First and was organized also by Dr. Leon- 
ard, who has had so much to do with the 
development of our denominational life in 
the Old North State. 


News of the Week 


Mrs. H. W. Elson 


Democratic members of the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee have decided to make 2 
fight all along the line for a tax reduction 
of not less than $300,000,000 as opposed 
to the recommendations of Secretary Mel- 
lon for a cut not in exeess of $201,000,000. 

Announcement has been made that Dart- 
mouth College would receive about $1,500,- 
000 from the estate of Edwin Webster San- 
born by the President of that institution. 
Mr. Sanborn was graduated from Dart- 
mouth in 1878. He died last March. 

The Air League of Soviet Russia has a 
membership of 3,000,000 after five years’ 
existence. 

As an evidence of their regard for Edgar 
Allan Poe the French have recently re- 
named a street in Paris after the American 
author. 

Visa fees on passports to Holland have 
been reduced from $10 to $1, effective May 
1, through reciprocal arrangement between 
the Governmeiits of the United States and 
the Netherlands, it has been announced by 
the State Department. 

Newton Diehl Baker, Secretary of War 
in the Cabinet of President Wilson, is 


among those being discussed for the Presi- 
deney of Johns Hopkins University to suc- 
eced Dr. Frank J. Goodnow. Dr. Goodnow 
offered his resignation in January to take 
effect July 1, 1929. 

Representative James A, Gallivan, of 
Boston, died April 3 in the Ring Hospital, 
Arlington, Mass., at the age of 62. Mr. 
Gallivan had served in the Lower House 
for 16 years, and was a vigorous debater. 

Edgar Allan Poe’s own copy of the first 
edition of ‘‘The Raven’’ brought $7,600 
recently at auction at the Anderson Gal- 
leries, New York. The copy bears Poe’s 
autograph on the cover. 

‘*Alice in Wonderland,’’ written in 
Lewis Carroll’s hand and presented to its 
heroine, was sold in Sotheby’s auetion 
rooms in London to Dr. A. 8. W. Rosen- 
bach, American book dealer, for $75,259.80. 
He offers to sell it to Great Britain for the 
same price. The British Museum had bid 
12,500 pounds in a vain effort to save the 
manuscript for the British nation. 

Senator Simeon D. Fess. of Ohio, has 
been chosen by the Republican National 
Committee’s commission on arrangements 
to be the Temporary Chairman of the party 
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National Convention, which will meet in 
Kansas City on June 12. 

Chauncey M. Depew, chairman of the 
board of the New York Central Railroad; 
United States Senator from New York 
from 1899 to 1911 and a famous after-din- 
ner speaker and orator, died at his home in 
New York City April 5. He would have 
been 94 years old April 23. The burial was 
at Peekskill, N. Y. 

Cyrus Locher, Cleveland, Ohio, has been 
named by Governor A. V. Donahey to sue- 
ceed the late Frank B. Willis as United 
States Senator from Ohio. He will take 
his seat on April 16. He is a Democrat 
and was a classmate of Senator Willis at 
the Western Reserve University Law 
School at Cleveland. 

Rear Admiral James Harrison Oliver, 
retired, first Governor of the Virgin Islands 
and member of the Naval Board of Strat- 
egy during the World War, died April 6 
at Richmond, Va. 

Albert B. Fall left his home at El Paso, 
Texas, for Pasadena, Cal., to enter a sani- 
tarium. His wife, daughter and secretary 
accompanied the former Cabinet member. 

The annual service commemorating the 
discovery of the North Pole by Admiral 
Robert Edwin Peary 19 years ago was cele- 
brated April 6 at Arlington Cemetery un- 
der the joint auspices of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, the United States Navy and 
the National Geographic Society. 

Mrs. Lemira Goodhue, mother of Mrs. 
Calvin Coolidge, is seriously ill at the Dick- 
inson Hospital at Northampton, Mass. Her 
critical condition kept Mrs. Coolidge from 
being in Washington during the Easter 
holidays. 

Approximately 8,000,000 Chinese are liv- 
ing in foreign countries, according to 
figures of the Nanking Government Bureau 
of Foreign Affairs. About 200,000 of these © 


live on American soil, 150 ,000 of them in — — 
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Hawaiian Islands and the Continental 
United States, and 50,000 in the Phillipines. 

The 37th Continental Congress of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
opened at Washington, April 16 for one 
week. It was attended by more than 2,000 
members from every State and from for- 
eign chapters. President Coolidge, Secre- 
tary Dwight F. Davis, Secretary Wilbur 
and Secretary James J. Davis addressed 
the meetings at Continental Hall. 

New York, New Jersey and Wisconsin 
Socialists have started a movement to 
nominate Mrs. Meta L. Berger, of Milwau- 
kee, wife of Victor Berger, Socialist Rep- 
resentative in Congress, for Vice-President, 
The convention was held April 13 in New 
York City. 

The American Red Cross transmitted 
. $5,000 through the State Department to tne 
Turkish Red Crescent at Angora for relief 
of the victims of the severe earthquake of 
March 30 at Smyrna. 

Henry Ford is going into the orange- 
growing business in Florida on his great 
tract of land near Lake Okeechobee at La- 
belle. It is expected to stimulate the cit- 
rus industry in a section which now has 
practically no orange trees. 

Negotiations for a multilateral treaty 
renouncing war as an instrument of 
national policy are to be extended to other 
powers under an agreement reached April 
7 by Secretary Kellogg and Paul Claudel, 
the French Ambassador. 

The John Burroughs Medal given each 
year by the John Burroughs Memorial As- 
sociation to the writer whose work and in- 
terests are similar to those of the natural- 
ist-poet, has been awarded to John Russel 
McCarthy, a California poet who was a 
close friend of Burroughs during the lat- 
ter’s later life. A meeting is held each 
year by the association at the American 
Museum of Natural History, New York 
City. 

The annual unveiling of busts of men 
who have been designated by election to 
the Hall of Fame on the campus at New 
York University will take place on May 
10. The busts to be unveiled are of 
Agassiz, Morse, Choate, and Whittier. 

The World War cost humanity nearly 
37,000,000 lives, according to statistics in 
a pamphlet published by delegates to a 
League of Nations committee. They esti- 
mate that whereas the actual toll of life 
during the war was 10,135,000, the diminu- 
tion in births as a result of the war 
amounted to 20,850,000 and the increased 
civilian mortality to 6,016,000. The pam- 
phlet states that the 55 nations comprising 
the League have a total population of 1,- 
400,000,000. 


Automobile accidents were responsible 
for 413 deaths in 77 large cities in the 
four-week period ended March 24, the De- 
partment of Commerce has announced. 


Mayor Walker, of New York, made the 
principal address April 19 at the dedica- 
tion of the Stone Mountain Memorial in 
Atlanta, Ga., and accepted the statue of 
Robert E. Lee for the nation. The great 
grandson of the General Lee, Robert E. 
Lee, 4th, did the unveiling. The figure is 
the first one completed in the central group 
of the Confederate memorial, which, when 
finished, will be the largest monument in 
the world. 

The trial of Harry F. Sinclair, head of 
the oil companies bearing his name, on an 
indictment charging that he entered into 
eriminal conspiracy with Albert B. Fall, 
Secretary of the Interior in the Cabinet 
of President Harding, to defraud the Gov- 
ernment in the leasing of the Teapot Dome 
Naval Oil Reserve, began April 9 in the 
criminal branch of the Supreme Court of 
the District of Columbia. 

Ex-Governor Dix, of New York, died 
April 9 in a sanitarium in that city. He 
was 67 years old. Mr. Dix had been liv- 
ing in California, but came East recently 
for medical treatment. 


Madame Ernestine Schumann-Heink has 
given her $230,000 estate in California to 
the’ disabled American veterans of the 
World War. The estate is 15 miles from 
San Diego. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. Harry Kehm, Supt. 


Easter was fittingly and splendidly. ob- 
served at Bethany. The children entered 
into the spirit of the season with enthusi- 
asm, The Passion Week services, prepared 
by Dr. More, were used, and what added 
to their impressiveness was the fact that 
Dr. More himself presided at the services. 


Twenty-one children were confirmed at 
the Easter morning services, in connection 
with the celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion. 


The response to the eall for Easter eggs 
from congregations was very generous. 
The First Reformed congregation of Has- 
ton again duplicated their generous contri- 
bution of ham, eggs, chocolate eggs and a 
crate of oranges and increased the number 
of dozens of eggs from last year. It is 
needless to say the children enjoyed their 
Easter treat. 


Burden Brothers Ice Cream Co. did not 
fail in their treat of ice cream and St. 
John’s Reformed Church, Sinking Springs, 
were on hand with their annual donation 
of layer cakes so the children enjoyed ice 
cream and cake for their supper on Haster 
Day. 


We wish publicly to thank one and all 
for their donations and now many of the 
eggs are in water glass, preserved for 
future use when eggs will not be as plen- 
tiful as they are at the present time. 


At the April meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the Home, held Thursday of 
Passion week, the Rev. J. Ned Levan, pas- 
tor of the First Church, Haston, Pa., was 
elected to fill one of the vacancies existing 
on the Board. This leaves one vacancy, 
which will no doubt be filled at an early 
meeting of the Board. 


Woman’s Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 
416 Schaff Bldg., Phila. 


The spring meeting of the W. M. S. of 
Clarion Classis, was held in DuBois, Pa., 
on March 29 and 30. Societies were well 
represented and keen interest was shown. 
Rev. Mr. Karl Beck, of Meyersdale, an 
Mrs. Lillian N. Tresize, of DuBois, State 
Vice-President of the W. C. T. U., gave 
stirring addresses. The Girls’ Missionary 
Guilds of the Classis will hold an Institute 
in June at Punxsutawney, Pa. 


Recently the following letter was re- 
ceived from one who has been laboring 
earnetly for the magazine ‘‘Hveryland’’: 
Dear Friends: 

I come to you with a serious problem. 
There is a possibility that ‘‘HVERY- 
LAND,’’ our valuable little magazine of 
world friendship for boys and girls, may 
have to be discontinued because of the 
small subscription list. If it were any or- 
dinary magazine, I would not care so 
much, but ‘‘EVERYLAND’’ IS DOING 
SUCH A FINE WORK AND IS SO SORE- 
LY NEEDED, that I am sure the lack of 
subscriptions is merely a lack of advertis- 
ing. If thinking men and women under- 
stood what this little magazine with a big 
message is doing, they will send in sub- 
scriptions by the hundreds. 

‘‘Everyland’’? has found its way into 
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many of our public libraries all over the 
country, and many school teachers find the 
stories and pictures valuable in their class 
work. Those who are working for peace 
and world friendship look to ‘‘ Everyland’? 
for supplementary stories. Boys and girls 
have won school prizes and honors by 
writing essays based on material found in 
““Kveryland.’’ We want you to know this 
magazine. 

Since there is a bare possibility that 
‘“Hveryland’’ may not be printed after 
December, 1928 (decision to be based on 
the increase of subscriptions) I am not 
going to ask you for a year’s subscription 
at this time (though the price is only $1.60 
and I can promise the return of any part 
of the subscription at the rate of 10¢ a 
copy, if you are willing to risk the dollar.) 

OUR SPECIAL OFFER at this time is 
seven months for only 50c. You really get 
six numbers of the magazine, but one is 
the double summer number for July-Au- 
gust. You may begin with April and end 
with October (as long as the April number 
lasts). Then with May and end with No- 
vember, or with June and end with Decem- 
ber. 

Will you send your fifty cents at once. 
We have carried ‘‘Everyland’’ for five 
years on a deficit and now we are just be- 


FINDING THE WAY 


By Arthur Y. Holter, Pastor, 
Bethany Tabernacle, Philadelphia. 
A little book in prose and poetry, with 


Bible references, containing twenty-five 
helps to the Christlike life. 


Dr. Paul S. Leinbach writes in the 
introduction: “The writer of this splen- 
did little booklet has shown rare insight 
in his choice of material, and he has 
rendered a service which should help 
many to ‘find the way’ to closer com- 
munion with Him Who is ‘the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.” 

A fine gift book 


Price, 25 cents Postpaid. 


Publication and Sunday School Board 
1505 Race Street Philadelphia, Pa, 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Chu:ch. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 


For eatalogue or information address the 
President, 
REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, ineluding thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 
HENRY. HAP P LE Deb. ise D:, 
President. 


Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 


Candidates for matriculation in Sep- 
tember, 1928, should send Ten Dollars 
on account at once in order to secure 
places in the institution. Enrollment 
limited to 300 men and 200 women. 

For catalogue, application blank, and 
other information, address 


Franklin Irvin Sheeder, Jr., 
Assistant to the President 


Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


WM. MANN IRVINE, PH.D., LL.D., 
President, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, tl. D. President 


ginning to see the results of its work. This 
is no time to stop—but we must have sub- 
scriptions to go on. 

I am sure you will see the urgency of 
the matter and will send as many fifty- 
cent subscriptions as you ean. Send 
‘*Everyland’’ to your own boy and girl 
friends. Tell others about it, especially 
those who are responsible for young people 
in the home, Church, school, and clubs— 
get their subscriptions to send with yours. 
(No premiums or commissions on this 
offer). Help us save this one world friend- 
ship magazine for the boys and girls who 
need it to teach them understanding and 
respect for boys and girls of every land. 
This is the foundation of friendship that 
endures, and the foundation of permanent 
peace. 


A program full of information and in- 
spiration had been planed by the Execu- 
tive Committee in charge of the spring 
meeting of the W. M. 8. of North Carolina 
Classis. The convention had as _ its 
theme, ‘‘Our Opportunity, Our Responsi- 
bility,’’ and was held in Grace Church, 
Newton, N. C., on April 10, 11 and 12. 


A note from Supt. Kleinginna, of Bethel 
Reformed Community Center, says, ‘‘On 
Good Friday evening the Young People’s 
Chorus rendered the pageant entitled, 
‘Loyalty.’ Anna Blumberg, as ‘The Spirit 
of Loyalty,’ took her part splendidly. A 
capacity crowd packed the Lecture Hall 
on Easter Sunday evening and enjoyed the 
elaborate program rendered by the differ- 
ent departments of the Center. One of the 
pleasing numbers was a selection by the 
‘Mother’s Chorus.’ Messrs. Lynch, Segal, 
Sink, Sentilli, Maruzzi, Kaplin, Karr and 
Gerschman, our ‘Life Guard’ group leaders, 
rendered valuable assistance as ushers, 
Gifts from Palatinate and Tabor Churches 
helped supply Easter eggs for the S. S. 
and enabled us to decorate the Hall with 
plants which were sent to the sick after 
the program.’’ 


Notice: The spring meeting of the W. 
M. 8. of Carlisle Classis will be held in the 
Church of the Incarnation, Newport, Pa., 
Tuesday, April 24th. The principal speaker 
will be Mrs. William E. Hoy, formerly of 
China. —Mrs. C. E. LaRue. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Edueation and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa, 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N. C. 
Of forty colleges in North Carolina, 


Catawba’s physical equipment ranks 
among the first ten. 

There are larger faculties, but none 
stronger or better qualified than 


Catawba’s staff of thirty. 

Catawba is no longer a “small” college, 
but-is rapidly approaching the necessity 
of limiting its student body. 

Easily accessible location. 
Very reasonable rates. 
Write for catalog and view booklet. 


The Church Services 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Third Sunday after Easter, April 29, 1928. 


The Cost of Discipleship 
Mark 10:17-27; 12:41-44. 

Golden Text: Where thy treasure is, 
there thy heart be also. Matthew 6:21. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Great Refusal. 
2. The Great Temptation. 3. The Great 
Choice, 

One may speak of types of sinners whom 
Jesus met in His ministry. There were 
pretentious Pharisees, whose religion was 
hollow and ostentatious, but they regarded 
themselves as the favorites of God and 
the heirs of His rich promises. Then 
there were men like Zaccheus, publicans 
and sinners, The Pharisees despised them, 
but Jesus befriended them. In the rich 
young ruler of our lesson another type 
confronts us. He is as good a law-keeper 
as the Pharisees, but he seems to lack 
their complacent self-satisfaction, their 
scornful spiritual pride. Like Zaccheus, he 
seeks salvation, but he lacks the moral 
courage to pay the price. He was near the 
kingdom of God and Jesus loved him, And 


yet He lost him. He wanted him, but He 
failed to get him. 

These three types are ever with us: 
self-righteous Pharisees, who are far from 
God’s kingdom; penitent publicans, who 
seek and find salvation through Christ; 
earnest and upright men in quest of eter- 
nal life, but lacking one thing. Jesus is 
the friends of them all. Our lesson treats 
of His attitude toward one of the latter 
class, 

I. The Great Refusal, vs. 17-22. This 
rich young ruler is one of the most attrae- 
tive figures in the gospels. Three graphic 
and extended narratives bear ample wit- 
ness to his personal charm and sincerity 
(Matthew 19:16-26; Mark 10:17-27; Luke 
18:18-30). And his portrait bears the sig- 
nificant superseription: Jesus loved him. 
He loved him, even as we do, for his char- 
acter and aspiration. A great question 
fell eagerly from his lips, as he ran to 
Jesus and knelt before Him. ‘Good 
Teacher, what shall I do that I may in- 
herit eternal life?’’ That question gives 
us the measure of the man. His was a 
noble soul. Youth, wealth, and position 
did not satisfy him. His 
soared higher. 
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the love of Jesus, and the admiration of 
the evangelists, for this exceptional youth. 

But his question also betrayed him. To 
him eternal life meant heaven earned by 
good works, for he asked what he must 
do to inherit it. But inheritances are not 

earned by: services. They are the free gifts 
of fathers to their children, and not the 
wages of masters to servants. The scribes, 
however, taught that eternal bliss, the 
heritage of the children of Abraham, was 
the reward of a meritorious life. Accord- 
ing to their teaching the heavenly reward 
was in direct ratio to the number of pre- 
cepts kept. They reduced religion to a 
matter of arithmetie and to a system of 
merit. 

This youth evidently was one of the 
faithful disciples of the scribes. Now the 
law of the scribes consisted of hundreds 
of precepts of varying importance im- 
posed upon the conscience of the pious and 
faithful. Hence this young man’s question 
was pertinent and important. He wanted 
to know which of the multitudinous rab- 
binical precepts were of supreme value in 
meriting the favor of God. Doubtless he 
had asked similar questions of his teachers, 
but they had failed to satisfy his moral 
passion. Now he came to Jesus, the mas- 
ter-teacher, craving some new revelation 
of the true way of life. 

But our Lord did not share the young 
ruler’s conception of eternal life. To Him 
it did not mean a future heaven earned by 
good works. It meant, rather, a particular 
kind of life here and now. The life which 
Jesus was manifesting and to which He 
summoned men—that was eternal life, In- 
stead of promising to get men into heaven 
on certain conditions, Jesus sought to 
transform men into citizens of the king- 
dom of God. 

He tried it with this earnest seeker. 
First, He referred the youth back to the 
commandments as the divine rule of hu- 
man conduct. Jesus has revealed no other 
way of life than the doing of the will of 
God. So far Christ and the scribes agreed. 
The difference between them appears when 
we look from the doing of God’s will upon 
the doer, when we pass from outer act to 
inner motive. In the gospel of Jesus the 
slave of the law, who works through fear 
and for a reward, becomes the child whose 
service is the fruit of the filial spirit of 
love and gratitude. But the young ruler 
was disappointed because the Master had 
offered him nothing new in the way of 
advice. This way of the law he had known 
and kept from his youth, but it had not 
satisfied him. He cried, ‘‘What lack I 
yet?’’ (Matthew 19:20)- 

It requires a wise teacher to answer that 
question. What does a man like’ this youth 
lack? Reverence, earnest aspiration, hu- 
mility, docility, moral integrity—all this 
he possessed. 
him loved him.’’ What more, then, is 
needed to inherit eternal life? Jesus’ an- 
swer reveals His marvelous insight into 
the hearts of men. He saw that the chief 
hinderance to the young ruler’s quest of 
eternal life was his attachment to his 
wealth. That meant more to him than all 
else. Therefore the Master tested him at 
this point. He said, ‘‘Go, sell whatsoever 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me.’’ 


‘*One thing thou lackest,’’? Jesus told 
him. But that one thing was really every- 
thing. Jt was the spirit of absolute sur- 
render and consecration to God without 
which the quest of eternal life is bound to 
fail. That spirit the youth lacked. His 
real God was mammon. His supreme quest 
in life was money. What he needed to 
inherit the eternal life which God bestows 
upon His children was not new command- 
ments, but the new heart that seeks first 
the kingdom of God and is willing to sub- 
ordinate all other aims and ambitions to 
that supreme quest. 


The test was too hard for the young 


‘‘And Jesus looking upon . 


ruler. He refused Jesus’ offer of eternal 
life. It would have given him a career 
like that of John and Peter, in their fel- 
lowship with Jesus. He would have 
shared the character and crown of life. 
But he preferred his ‘‘ great possessions.’ 
Yet, ‘‘he went away sorrowful,’’? as must 
every man who has faced Jesus and made 
the great refusal. 

II. The Great Temptation, vs. 23-27. In 
this paragraph, Jesus. as it were, points 
the true moral of the incident, lest His dis- 
ciples fail to see it. It is not a denuncia- 
tion of rich men in general, nor a condem- 
nation of wealth, but a very sane and 
solemn warning against the deceitfulness 
of riches. 

‘*He saith unto His disciples, How hard- 
ly shall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God.’’ Riches is not the 
only thing that keeps men out of that 
kingdom of the Spirit, but in mammon 
Jesus found one of the great rivals of God. 
And this rivalry seems never to cease. 
Was there ever a time when the competi- 
tion was keener, and the struggle harder, 
between the service of God and the servi- 
tude of mammon? 

On the one hand we see the followers of 
Jesus. They seek to establish the rule of 
God in the hearts of men and His kingdom 
of righteousness, peace, and joy upon the 
earth. Among them are many rich men, 
who devote their wealth to the service of 
God and man. But, whether rich or poor, 
their supreme aim in life is not wealth, but 
Christlike character. And ‘‘whatsoever 
they have,’’ be it money, power, talent, 
they hold in subordination to that supreme 
aim of life. On the other hand we see the 
worshipers of mammon. Some of them are 
rich, but most of them are poor. And all 
of them lack the vision of Jesus as to life’s 
true meaning and worth. The lack the 
inner riches of Christlike manhood which 
constitute eternal life. 

The subtlest temptation that confronts 
men is to follow the young ruler in his 
great refusal. We would fain inherit 
eternal life, but we are not ready to make 
surrender. The glitter of gold and the 
many allurements of wealth blind us to the 
treasures of life and are won by those who 
follow Jesus. 

III. The Great Choice, 12:41-44. But 
they, after all, have made the great choice 
of eternal life. The poor widow belongs 
to their number. Her appealing story 
appears in the closing section of our les- 
son. 

What thought also dominates the con- 
versation between Jesus and His disciples 
after the departure of the young ruler (vs. 
28-31). Apparently, Jesus had demanded 
a tremendous sacrifice of the rich youth 
when He asked him to abandon his wealth 
and become the follower of an itinerant 
prophet. But in reality the Master had 
offered him a most profitable investment, 
promising immeasurable returns in time 
and in eternity. 

Jesus reminded Peter of that fact when 
that impulsive disciple said, ‘‘Lord, we 
have left all, and followed Thee.’’ Theirs 
was truly a great venture, but it was 
worth all it cost. They were achieving 
eternal life. Jesus said that they should 
receive an ‘‘hundredfold now in this 
time,’? and ‘‘in the world to come eternal 
lifes?” 

We, too, need that reassurance of our 
Lord and Master. Following Jesus is as 
hard now as then. It requires moral cour- 
age. But the blessings of His service glad- 
den life and sweeten death. Its cost is 
high, but sin and selfishness cost infinitely 
more. Their wages is death. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 


By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


April 29th—Right Attitudes Towards the 
Religions of Others. Rom. 14:1-13, 


This is a subject of far-reaching signi- 
ficance. In no realm of human life has 
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there been such feeling as people enter- 
tain towards those who differ from them 
either in political or religious affairs. The 
antagonism on these grounds between man 
and man has come down through the ages. 
The long list of martyrs and heretics is an 
evidence of the narrowness and bigotry of 
people in every age. It is so easy when 
the opinion of others does not coincide 
with ours on some of the great issues of 
life to frown down upon them as outeasts 
and sinners. It is scarcely to be expected 
that all men should think alike. There are 
circumstances over which people have no 
control which generally determine their 
political, national or religious adherence. 
There have, consequently, been many types 
of religion extant in the world. There is 
the entire group of non-Christian faiths, 
such as Buddhism, Confucianism, Hindu- 
ism, Mohammedanism, Judaism and others. 
And then there are the two main types of 
the Christian religion known as the Catho- 
lic and the Protestant. And then there is 
again the vast variety of Protestant be- 
liefs expressing themselves in many differ- 
ent denominations. In some cases the 
difference is vital and fundamental. In 
others it is superficial and temporary, but 
whatever the grounds of difference may be 
there are some people who are hating and 
devouring each other because they are not 
adherents of their own faith or do not 
happen to belong to the same fold. There 
are, therefore, different attitudes which 
people may take towards the religion of 
others. 

First—Hatred. Folks may become in- 
tolerant to those who differ religiously 
from them. They may even find support in 
the Seriptures for their attitude. They do’ 
not want to be ‘‘unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers.’’ They want to come 
out from among those who do not follow 
the Lord Jesus. They will have absolutely 
nothing to do with them. Now, on the sur- 
face, this would appear to be the proper 
attitude to take. People accept one form 
or another of religion because they regard 
it as the best and they are supposed to be 
thoroughly loyal to the same. But loyalty 
to one’s own family does not mean that 
you are to hate other families. Indeed, 
you can be loyal only to your own family 
if you properly regard the families of 
others. So to be loyal to one’s own re- 
ligious faith does not mean that you will 
have to hate all others. Jesus condemned 
bigotry and prejudice and narrowness 
wherever He found it. He did this in His 
teachings as well as bv His personal ex- 
ample. They accused Him of eating with 
publicans and sinners and in mixing with 
people of other nationalities which implied 
other religious beliefs. We are to be fully 
persuaded in our own minds, but we need 
not be mean and ugly towards others. We 
ean be charitable and sympathetic. There 
ave those people who are so bitter against 
the Jews and against the Catholics that 
they will have absolutely nothing to do 
with them. This is searecely a Christian 
attitude. Our relation to others is deter- 
mined not by what may be regarded as the 
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accidents of history, but by the inner 
worth of people and by the estimate which 
Jesus Himself has set upon them. Those 
who differ from us may still be the chil- 
dren of God. They were made in God’s 
image and God certainly is interested in 
them as well as in us. We ourselves could 
scareely claim to have a monopoly of God’s 
goodness and kindness and favor. If God 
should cast people out then we might do 
the same thing, but when His arms are 
outstretched to inelude ‘‘whosoever will’’ 


and when His attitude is one of inclusive- 
ness rather than'of exclusion, we ought to 
take the same attitude. 

Seeond—Compromise. There are those 
who would assume a compromising attitude 
towards the religion of others, This is a 
wrong attitude. We can recognize the 
value in other religions without giving up 
any of the principles which we cherish in 
our own. There are, of course, valuable ele- 
ments. in other religions. People are not 
all fools. They would not adhere to a 
faith for any period of time if it did not 
possess some merits and did not satisfy 
some of the longings of their souls. Some 
of these non-Christian faiths are hoary 
with age and their devotees are numbered 
by the millions. There must be something 
in these faiths which answers to the inner- 
most desires and aspirations of the people 
who accept them, but to recognize their 
values would not mean that we were to 
yield any of our own principles. We would 
be expected to remain loyal to our own 
faith even though we saw good in others. 
Sometimes we deride the religion of others 
because we do not understand them fully. 
t is our ignorance that leads to our bigo- 
try. If we would cultivate the faculty of 
entering into the judgment of others and 
seek to understand the type of life which 
gives rise to their faiths we might have a 
different attitude than we sometimes mant- 
fest. 

Third—Tolerance. The Apostle Paul in 
this 14th Chapter of Romans, gives us a 
striking lesson on tolerance towards others. 
They had their differences in Paul’s day. 
One of them was the question of the dis- 
posal of meats that had been offered to 
idols. Paul was willing to follow the law 
of accommodation. There were those who 
took umbrage at people eating the meat 
that had been used in the worship of gods. 
Paul said that it was not a question of 
eating or not eating, but if anybody would 
be offended he would abstain. He also 
said that we should not judge our brother 
nor set him at nought. Each one should 
be fully assured in his own mind and then 
be charitable and loving and sympathetic 
towards one that was weak in the faith. 
If this attitude recommended by Paul had 
been followed throughout the centuries the 
world would have been spared much blood- 
shed and suffering and torture. We need 
to cultivate the spirit of tolerance and of 
liberality. We must see the good in each 
and all. Why should we not have what is 
called a Fellowship of Faiths? Why can- 
not people come together and talk over the 
things that they have in common and dis- 
regard the things on which they differ? 
The attitude of Christians towards others 
should always be one of love and not of 
hatred and bitterness. 


‘‘He drew a cirele and shut me out, 
And ealled me heretie and clout; 
But love and I had the wit to win; 
We drew a circle and took him in!’’ 


This attitude must be constantly mani- 
fested among our missionaries who go to 
non-Christian lands. They can accomplish 
more by creating an atmosphere of loving, 
sympathetic tolerance than they can by 
disturbing or destroying the native faiths. 
The same thing is true in our own country. 
Here we have freedom to worship God ac- 
eording to.the dictates of our own con- 
sciences. Here people can, as they do, 
divide themselves into many denomina- 
tions, We must see and recognize the 
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good that is in them and at the same time 
be loyal and devoted to the one to which 
we ourselves belong. 
“*Then, brother man, fold to thy heart thy 
brother! 
For where love dwells, the peace of 
God is there, 
To worship rightly is to love each other; 
Each kindly smile a hymn, each kindly 
deed a prayer.’? 


OBITUARY 


MRS. M. P. HECKERMAN 

Many friends were grieved to learn of 
the death of Mrs. Rebeeea C. Heckerman, 
of Bedford, Pa., which oceurred at the 
home of her daughter, Mrs. Charles E. 
Horton, at Huntingdon, Monday, March 
19th, at 9.30 P. M; Mrs. Heckerman was 
the last of her family, being the daughter 
of Adam and Lethean Haderman, and was 
born at New Enterprise, Bedford Co., on 
June 3, 1850. At her home on Feb. 28, 
1871, she was united in marriage with 
Matthew Peebles Heckerman (son of the 
Rev. Henry Heckerman), who passed away 
Dec. 4th, 1916. Two small children and an 
adult son, Adam, also preceded her in 
death, as well as two brothers and a sister, 
Atty. Rufus C., and Irvin Haderman and 
Mrs. Eliza Noble. Four children survive, 
Henry C., and Calton, of Bedford; J. 
Nevin, of Chattanooga, Tenn., and Ella, 
wife of C. E. Horton, of Huntingdon. 

For many years deceased was an active 
member of St. John’s Reformed Church, 
giving freely of her time and talent in 
the work, and always loved to serve her 
Master in song, praise and prayer. Her 
gentle manner also endeared her to many 
who will consider her passing a great per- 
sonal loss. She was greatly grieved by 
the passing of two former pastors and close 
friends, Drs. Ellis N. Kremer and R. Leigh- 
ton Gerhart. She had been a subscriber to 
the ‘‘Messenger’’ for many years, and 
loved to read her Church paper next to her 
Bible. 


HON. JEREMIAH S. HESS 


Former Senator Jeremiah S. Hess, of 
Hellertown, Pa., a faithful and devoted son 
of our Church, died suddenly from a heart 
attack on Mar. 29 at his home, 194 Main 
Street, at the age of 85 years, Although 
Mr. Hess had been weakened by several 
heart attacks during the past few months, 
death came as a surprise to his family and 
many friends. He was long known as the 
**Grand Old Man’? of Hellertown, and well 
deserved the veneration in which he was 
held. 

Mr. Hess was born in Hellertown, the 
son of the late Rey. Samuel and Lucetta 
(Kline) Hess. He was educated in the 
Hellertown schools and at the age of 19 
years graduated from Franklin and Mar- 
shall College. Intending to enter the min- 
istry, he attended the Mercersburg Theo- 
logical Seminary for a year, and then for 
2 years he was in Europe taking post- 
graduate academic work at the German 
Universities of Berlin, Tubingen, Heidel- 
berg and Bonn. Desiring to secure the best 
foundation for ministerial work, he im- 
paired his health in too close application 
to studies and in 1867 he had a physical 
breakdown and was obliged to give up the 
ministry as a life work. Although he was 
never ordained as a minister he supplied 
in Country Churches at various times. He 
later formed a partnership with his brother 
in the coal and lumber business, in which 
he was actively engaged until his death. 
During his lifetime he was a faithful and 
prominent member of Christ Chureh; for 
25 years he was the organist. He was a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Laneaster Theological Seminary until his 
death, and for 20 years was Secretary of 
the Board. He took an active part in poli- 
tics and served as a State Senator during 


1883 and 1885. He also served as Chief 
3urgess of Hellertown and as a member 
of the School Board and Borough Couneil. 
In 1894 he assisted in organizing the Penn- 
sylvania German Society at Lancaster; the 
only surviving organizer of this Society 
now is the Rey. Dr. Paul deSchweinitz, of 
Bethlehem, In the passing of Mr. Hess, 
the ‘‘ Messenger’? has lost another of its 
wise and helpful friends. 

In 1875 he was married to Miss Tillie 
Henninger, who survives him with one son. 
and two daughters, Herbert S., Miss Clara 
and Miss Mary. A second son, Samuel, 
was killed some years ago in a football 
game. Mr. Hess is also survived by a 
brother, Milton J. Hess, and a grand- 
daughter. Funeral services were held on 
Sunday afternoon, April 1, from the home, 
where he had resided ever since his mar- 
riage, Rev. George B. Hamm officiating. 

The ‘‘Bethlehem Globe-Times’’ says of 
Mr. Hess: ‘‘ Few men have filled their lives 
fuller of activities than did Mr. Hess, and 
his career shows how far-reaching were 
these activities even though he remained 
in a small community through most of his 
long life.’’ It was fitting indeed that at 
the close of the Sunday School session in 
Christ Church on Palm Sunday morning, 
the members of the School he had founded 
60 years ago, should march in a body to 
the late home of Mr. Hess to view the 
body of their beloved friend. 


MRS. THOMAS HUTCHINSON 


Mrs. Margaret Hershey Hutchinson, a 
life-long resident of Irwin, Pa., died March 
8th at her home after an illness of several 
months. She was born in Irwin Dee. 26, 
1875, and was a daughter of the late Jacob 
and Mary A. Hershey, who were sprung 
from some of the pioneer families of West- 
moreland County. She was a life-long 
member of the Reformed Church and took 
an active part in every form of Church 
work. She was faithful and loyal to her 
Church and was a regular attendant up to 
her last illness. She was married to 
Thomas Hutchinson, a former deacon and 
trustee of the Church. She is survived by 
her husband, a daughter, Mrs. Mary 
Crookston, and a son, Jacob Hutchinson; 
also a sister and three brothers. Funeral 
services were held at her late home Mareh 
10, conducted by her pastor, interment be- 
ing made in the Irwin Cemetery. 

—E. M. D. 


McCLELLAN R. DIEHL 


On Monday morning, January 30, at 1.55 
o’clock, McClellan R. Diehl, one of the 
most active members of the Trinity 
Church, Altoona, Pa., peacefully passed 
into his rest. He was born at East Free- 
dom, December 18, 1861, a son of Jonas and 
Mary (Henghst) Diehl, and was united in 
marriage with Miss Elizabeth E. Eaken in 
1885. Surviving are his wife, three 
daughters and one son. He was an em- 
ployee of the Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany and held the position of machinist- 
carpenter for a period of 46 years. iy 

Mr. Diehl early in life became a member 
of Christ Church, Altoona. In December, 
1888, he was dismissed from Christ Chureh 
for the purpose of entering the newly or- 
ganized Trinity Church. He was elected 
one of the first deacons of the new organ- 
ization and at the time of his death he had 


held practically every office in the Chureb- ; 


and Sunday School. ate 
On Sunday morning, March 4, a very im- — 
pressive memorial service was held i 
honor of Mr. Diehl. The service was ar- 
ranged and conducted by Mr. Roland Mil- 
ler, Assistant Secretary of the Sunday 
School, and a composer of poems and pr 
At this service Mr. Miller recited his o 
composition, ‘‘ Another Crown Is Plae 
after which he recited Kipling’s 
‘‘T,’Enyoi,’’ accompanied by Mrs. Hi 
McGraw at the organ. % 


